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By SANDRA OMAND
Special to The Champion

t was a chance to remember
those who suffered and

those who survived.

It was also a time for those opposed to
violence, and violence against women in
particular, to show support during
Halton’s Take Back the Night walk.

About 250 women, men and children
took to the darkened Oakville streets, their
candles flickering in the warm September
night, as they threaded their way along
Lakeshore between Coronation Park and
East Street.

Chanting slogans like, “The Streets
Belong to Us” and “Yes means yes, no
means no, however we dress, wherever we
go”’, the mood was upbeat and optimistic.

Keynote speaker Dawna Speers, 53, of
Mississauga, put a personal face to vio-
lence by talking about her 19-year-old
daughter Monica, who was murdered by
her boyfriend in 1991.

Daughter preyed on by boyfriend

Ms Speers said her daughter’s story was
one involving abuse of a young girl who
had low self-esteem and was preyed upon
by a boyfriend who wanted control over
her. After she left him, she was stalked
and eventually killed.

Ms Speers has created a film of her
daughter’s story called “The Love That
Kills” in hopes it will prevent a similar
tragedy. The film was made in collabora-
tion with the National Film Board and the
Ontario Women’s Directorate. It will be
shown in high schools and universities
across Canada starting in November.

The film depicts the warning signs of an
abusive relationship — symptoms that are
not always obvious.

“It is obvious if someone punches you,
but it is not so obvious if they emotionally
abuse you,” said Ms Speers. “The emo-
tional abuse ends up as isolation, intimida-
tion, threats and finally assault behaviour.”

Relating Monica’s story over and over
again has not been easy for Ms Speers, but
she does it in remembrance of her daugh-
ter and as a reminder to others.

“Monica was always a very caring, lov-
ing girl and it is her spirit which carries me
to tell her story and help others not to walk
in her footsteps,” said Ms Speers in an
interview after her speech.

Both genders support cause

People of varying ages and backgrounds
joined in the trek.

“It makes me feel really good that
everyone is together like a family and I
think it is really, really good that men and
women come out to support women’s
rights,” said Julia Puffer, a 16-year-old
high school student.

Martina DeSouza, 36, came with her
two children from Burlington to attend the
walk, feeling it was important for her
seven-year-old son and five-year-old
daughter to learn that any kind of abuse or
degradation is unacceptable.

While some of the walkers were there
for the first time, many, like 19-year old
Justin Clarke of Oakville, had participated
in past walks.

“With all the crazy stuff going on they
need the support from all men, all women,
all cultures as everybody needs to support
each other,” said Mr. Clarke, who was
accompanied by a number of his friends.

Tara Nolan, 22, has also been on past
walks, attending her first when she was
17. She said it is her way of supporting
other women and making a statement that
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““It is obvious if someone
punches you, but it is not so
obvious if they emotionally

abuse you. The emotional
abuse ends up as isolation,
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~ finally assault behaviour.”
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women are not going to be afraid any-
more.

But women in Scarborough, recently
faced with the ‘bedroom rapist’, are afraid
and in view of that some in the crowd
expected a larger turnout.

Still, low attendance did not stop partici-
pants from enjoying the evening, which
started at the band shell in Coronation
Park with songs by Dream, Toronto folk
singer EJ, dancing by the Loyola Drill
Team and ended after the walk with singer
Anjuli, and an open mike session.

The evening was organized by the
Halton Rape Crisis Centre.

Special Selection!
SANDWASHED PRINTS AND SOLIDS
115cm wide, 100% polyester.

Our Reg. 12.98 & 14.98 m
NOW 4.99 & 5.99 m

Spec:al Selecttﬂn’
POLYESTER SATINY PRINTS & SOLIDS

150cm wide, 100% polyester.
Our Reg. 12.98-14.98 m
NOW 5.99 & 6.99 m

Special Selection!
DESIGNER WOOL &

WOOL BLEND COLLECTION

150cm wide. Assorted wool & wool blends,

contents individually labelled.
Our Reg. 19.98-26.98 m
NOW 50% OFF Our Reg. Price

Special Selection!
FLEECE SOLIDS
150cm wide. Arctic and/or Lambskin
in assorted solid colours.
Our Reg. 14.98 & 16.98 m NOW 7.99 m

Special Selection!

YORYOU CREASED PRINTS & SOLIDS
100% polyester. Our Reg.
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(905) 878-6380 * 1-800- 465 6071

1 Many prints, incl. juvenile designs.

f | SHEER ORGANDY SOLIDS 115cm { Spe
/.| 100% polyester, lots of colours. {*
f | Perfect for costumes! Our-Reg. §

_ | Special Selection!
/A - .| NEAVYWEIGHT YARN DYE
o . BRUSMHED PLAIDS & SOLIDS
& | 150cm wide, 100% cotton.

| METALLIC TAFFETA

| 115cm wide. Metallic/nylon o
. | blend. Sparkle up your costume. |
| Great for decorating.

= | OurReg. 9.98 m NOW 4.99 m
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| OurReg.4.98ea. NOW 1.99 on.

| Special Selection!
- | OurReg. 3.49 bag NOW 2.49 beg |

| Special Selection!

M.S.R.P. 4.98 spool OI.Y I.” =45 300 Duffern St S of B
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OIL FURNACE

SALE

m $100 Off

m 12 Months No Interest or;

m 4.9% Financing (Up to 5 Years)
m 5 Years Furnace Maintenance Plan S

(Value of over $650)
m FREE Thermostat

Collect AR MAES* reward miles on all

your heating oil purchases. Call now
_to become a collector. IT'S FREE.

| 180cm wide, 100% nylon.
| Many colours to choose from.
| Our Heg 1.39 m NOW 99¢ m

pecial Selection!
1 68cm wide, 100% cotton,
white only. NOW IJ’ m

S ial Selection!
| 115cm wide.
" | Special Selection!

Our Reg.7.98 m NOW _3_.” e
1 Special Selection!

NOW2.99m

{ Perfect for jacketing &
| outdoor wear. Asst colours, | FLEECE CRAFT ENDS

| solids & checks. 1 .1-5 m lengths, small pieces,
Our Reg. 12.98 m NOW 4.99 m | great for crafts.

1 Special Selection! | Our Reg. 4.98 m NOW 244 m

|| Special Selection!
| W-1-D-E BROADCLOTM 150cm

| Polyester/cotton blend.
9_ur Reg. 6.49 m NOW 2.44 -

Special Selecticn!
| Assorted designs.
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HALLOWEEN COSTUME

| SEWINGCONTEST
| DURA STITCH SERGING THREAD | RVTTIVREEIMEEINCIILL IR IREELE.

WHEHE Dulferln HaH Tomntu

THREE CATEGORIES: |
L} Child's Costume, Adult's Costume & =
Young Sewers (under 18's)

FABULOUS PRIZES!

Entlre In—Store Stockl

Dual Duty PLUS ©® THREAD
Assorted types and sizes,

individually priced. | DEADLINE TO REGISTER WED. 0cT.1399 - [T
BUY 1 at Our Reg. | REGISTRATION FORMS AND FULL = |
Pﬂcer GET 1 FREE! CONTEST DETAILS AVAILABLE IN-STORE, iz i
(of equal value or less) OR CALL 1-888-780-0333 . o |
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