- -I.I. '?||.|.'I_l -. = F Fell

Tha Canad:an Champlon Tuesday, September 21 1999 —3

Utlllty bill hike could be

2 YavavYh

| up L0 SIX per cen t 1In 2000

By IRENE GENTLE
The Champion

. ‘ _ | _ Vo o B N <1 thmk it i isa staﬂ'
Expensive capital projects could jack up § decmmn to put it before
the Region’s 2000 utility bill by almost six i T8 d a political
. per cent, Halton’s budget review commit- PRy 09 il & golitie
tee heard recently. g { decislon\fvha}’to do
But committee voted to whittle that down L Withit' -
to a tax freeze instead. v\ e f— o .m\n:f smms "

Last year, the average homeowner shelled out about | K Sl
$407 for walter and wastewater sewices_ S

But financial staff estimate that capital projects _ MR
could swell that by a margin of half a per cent to ['think we have a responsibility.

almost six per cent. Asking for a budget to come in at a certain rate is
That would balloon the bills to somewhere between JUSt Playing with numbers, said Oakville Councillor
$409 and $430. Keith Bird.
The rate budget is expected to be approved by late “So what we’ll end up saying is here is the rate of
November. inflation that we picked out of the air because it gives
_ . us a warm, fuzzy feeling,” he said. “We’re playing a
Different options political game here.”
Staff arrived at the meeting armed with a proposal to Bird stresses quality
draw up a budget showing a three per cent increase, , _ _ e |
with options to shave that down to a tax freeze. It 1s crucial that the Region maintains a top quality

The committee quickly turned that around to recom- WAler system, said an irritated-sounding Mr. Bird.
mend a tax freeze with an option to increase at the rate We're playing a little bit of & Mug's game. At the
of inflation (around two per cent). end of the day, it has to be done,” he said. “I’ll be sup-

Expenses related to work on the Skyway sewage porting a budget that reflects the needs of supporting a

treatment plant, plant and equipment maintenance and ﬁr;t-rerﬁe WIROT- e, : u
systems operation would be responsible for the added ut “sustaining a system isn't the same as adding to

budget pressures in the coming vear. said a staff it,” observed Burlington Councillor John Taylor.
repo%t. ; 5 A “The added monies would be for growth factors, not

But councillors should understand what projects are maintenance,” he said. : :
being left out of a tax-trimming budget, said Joe Residents should understand the value of Halton’s

Rinaldo, Halton’s finance commissioner. wi[g d Srtfm’ Shd Ms iavoliine. i
He asked for permission to prepare a list of the nec- ne thing we may have done in the past 1s under-

essary projects and bring it back with a budget follow- played to the residents and‘set a false expectation of

ing council’s directions what 1t really costs,” she said. “Maybe 1t 1s time for a

“It is important that we identify needs and if you reallily check. I thin}( people have to understand the
elect to go to zero, that is a policy decision,” he said. business that we are in.

“The requirements are as much as six per cent.” V l

Councillors should know the consequences of the t
budget they endorse, agreed Halton Chair Joyce 0 un eers
Savoline.

“I think it is a staff decision to put it before us and a d d
political decision what to do with it,” she said. “We ar e nee e

don’t want staff making the political decisions.”

Bringing in a low or no tax increase may be politi- ~ The North Halton Literacy Guild is now recruiting
cally savvy, but not at the cost of leaving out impor- volunteers to help adults improve their reading, writ-
tant projects, said Oakville Councillor Kathy Graham. ing and basic math skills.

“I don’t have any problem with the rate of inflation.  If you can spare some time to help out, please regis-
I think that is an admirable way to go,” she said. “But ter for the fall training program at 873-2200.
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m $100 Off
m 12 Months No Interest or:
A 4'90/ 0 FinanCing (Up tO 5 YearS) Leases available on - most 1994 and newer vehicles

m 5 Years Furnace Maintenance Plan LOWEST FINANCE & LEASE RATES OF THE YEAR ON USED CARS

(Value of over $650) R L e T e T
m FREE Thermostat
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Here's an opportunity to meet someone with depth
and knowledge you may not have had the privilege
of knowing before. Yourself. In the Reserve, you
discover more of what you're made of by mastering
new challenges. You work selected evenings and
weekends, meet people with similar interests, learn
with hands-on experience, and earn part-time
income. Find your true potential. Join in!

WE CAN GET IT FOR YOU..., PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS!!!

*FINANCING/Leasing/Tax O.A.C. PST/GST/LIC./GAS/ADMJ/EXTRA. CALL FOR DETAILS

The Lome Scots Collect AR MLES® reward miles on all | MAIN ST. E.
(Peel, Dufferin and Halton) Regiment your heating oil purchases. Call now MILTON
90 Thomas St., Oakville, ON S ——
844-0604 or 1-800-856-8488 to become a collector. IT'S FREE. 11 9:00 AM - 8:00 Pu

| FRI. & SAT.
WALLACE PONTIAC 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

(905) 878-6380 * 1-800-465-6071 | Eates
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