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travel routes.

Unexpected support came in the form of a front
page article in the Champion (May 11) reporting a
study that predicts traffic “gridlock” in Halton Region.
The article quoted Halton Hills Mayor Marilyn
Serjeantson: “Halton’s growth may already be hurting
from the constant traffic logjam.” Clearly, I am not
alone in seeing the need for speedy, effective travel
routes.”

However, today’s ‘Luddites’ are struggling to pre-
vent such progress, as indicated by recent letters to
The Champion. A Luddite was any 19th century
craftsman whose job was threatened by mechaniza-
tion, and who sought government intervention against
such progress. When the government failed to side
with the Luddites, some sabotaged modern equipment
rather than take advantage of the new prosperity.

First. Diane McCurdy publicly (Champion May 11)
asked for an individual environmental assessment on
the proposed extension of James Snow Parkway. She
fears a wood lot will be “cut in two” while another
might become isolated from some amphibians that
may wish to breed there. Those are her reasons for
being against plans for a road designed to help accom-
modate the travels of an expected 50,000 human
beings.
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McCurdy, he wants to prevent “significant environ-
mental effects” — which means promote wood lots
and amphibians while undermining human progress.

The first fallacy lies in citing David Suzuki as sup-
port for his argument. Apparently, Dr. Suzuki believes
it is “absurd that humans could be so arrogant as (O
believe that they could even begin to understand the
environmental impacts of their actions.” By merely
reiterating Dr. Suzuki’s claim, Mr. Toderick has com-
mitted the logical fallacy known as the ‘argument
from reverence’, with Dr. Suzuki as the ‘revered
authority’. He is hoping his argument will stand,
because it agrees with someone whom he believes 1s
unimpeachable. This is the lamest trick in the advertis-
ing world. It does not matter whether Mr. Toderick’s
authority is Wayne Gretzky or Meryl Streep. If no
rational argument is actually given then there i1s no
reason to believe him.

Why is the error a nested pair? The statement Mr.
Toderick chose to repeat is itself a logical error. It
commits the ‘fallacy of self-exclusion’ in which the
speaker believes that his proposition does not apply to
him. Mr. Toderick and the pseudo-scientist Dr. Suzuki
seek to convince us that the impact of human activity
on the environment is catastrophic, yet they simultane-
ously argue that mankind cannot truly know the nature
and scope of that impact. A rational response to such
nonsense would be: “If mankind cannot know, then
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