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By PAUL MITCHISON

Special to The Champion

Joyce Savoline doesn’t seem to think much of dis-
mantling Halton Region.

And as the sole politician who represents only
Halton Region, she doesn’t think it’s necessary a

choice be made between Halton’s continuing survival
versus Burlington’s.

“Where there have been forced amalgamations in
other parts of the province, none of the scenarios have
remotely resembled ours in Halton,” she said. “We’re
probably the only people who don’t realize how well
(Halton) works.”

Ms Savoline disagreed with the criticism of Halton
Region contained in Burlington’s new White Paper on
Governance, but chose her words carefully.

"1 guess that it’s written in a spirit of strengthening
local government, and I can understand that,” she said.

"1 'look forward to the opportunity to participate in any
kind of discussion about that.”

Prepared by Burlington city manager Tim Dobbie, -

the paper states regional government in Halton lacks
the accountability of Burlington city council. It calls

for strengthening Burlington and reducing Halton into
a non-taxing services board.

Savoline tries to remain open-minded

Ms Savoline said she wants to remain part of the
discussion as Burlington prepares to sell the proposal
to other Halton municipalities, including Milton.

“Naturally I'm interested in any proposal providing
benefits that are spread equally across the region. So
[’'m not going to try and pre-judge anything.”

But she clearly believes Halton Region has been a
success.

“I think we’ve done a good job. I think in this
region, more than any other, we’ve eliminated dupli-
cation,” she said.

“I think we’ve got a great record to build on, we
have lots to celebrate. I think if we can be criticized,
it’s for not getting that message out. So we’ll try and
do that job better.”

The newly-formed Greater Toronto Services Board
(GTSB) 1s still 1n its infancy and Ms Savoline doesn’t
agree with Burlington Mayor Rob Maclsaac, who
feels the GTSB will likely evolve into a level of local
government.

Mr. Maclsaac has said he doesn’t want to see the
City of Burlington eliminated if the province seeks to
streamline things. Eliminating Halton seems to make
the most sense, he said, though he’s still open to ideas.
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JOYCE SAVOLINE

Ms Savoline said it’s strategically important that top
Halton political officials present a united front as they
participate on the GTSB. “I think we need to present a
unified position, one that shows we are not fragment-
ed at home as we take our place at the Greater Toronto
Services Board table.”

A part of the White Paper states that having separate
councils (Burlington city and Halton) divides the
attention of council members.

As well, very little of Halton Region’s budget is
controllable by local council, according to the report,
which states that regional government isn’t as
accountable.

“Council members tend to have a greater commit-
ment to their local council and its agenda, as there is a
greater ownership of issues at the local level,” the
report said.

Ms Savoline doesn’t think that’s necessarily an
1Ssue.

“If they’re not paying as much attention here, they
have to answer to their constituents,” she said. “It’s
not because it isn’t warranted.”

White Paper calls for Region replacement

The White Paper calls for a cooperative services
board to replace Halton Region, with many of its pow-
ers transferred to local municipalities. Social services
like distribution of welfare cheques, road maintenance
and garbage collection would then move under the
umbrella of Burlington City Hall.

Burlington and the surviving municipalities would
be free to buy other services, like water, sewers, land-
fill space and, possibly, policing, through a services
board. It could possibly be constituted by a six-mem-

ber board of politicians from Milton, Burlington,
Oakville and Halton Hills.
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715 Main Street €. Milton

876-3148

Auto, air, D/airbags, cass, 2 to choose

from. Low kms. 3!4’995

Auto, air, power everythlng Alloy rims,

V6, low kms.
o troon irom 31 7,995
o choose from l 7’

Auto air, alloy wheels, AM/FM cassette,

red, 55,000 km
; s 514,995

Auto, air cond. power door locks, tilt,

AM/FM stereo. One 8 95

owner. White.
000 kms

Auto, air, power everythlng, alloy rims,

V6, low kms. t
[} 7.995

2 to choose from

4 door extended versmn PWI. wind. pwr
locks, tilt, cruise, cassette, remote entry
system. Green, only 45.000 kms

120.995 or *373

*PST/GST lic. adm. gas extra. 36 mo. lease wlth $l 000 down/trade. O.A.C. Taxes, first security, lic.

gas. adm, exira. Limited time.

LOWEST FINANCE & LEASE RATES OF THE YEAR ON USED CARS

ATTENTION ALL USED CAR BUYERS!
IF WE DON’'T HAVE THE CAR YOU’RE LOOKING FOR,
WE CAN GET IT FOR YOU..., PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS!!!

*FINANCING O.A.C, FST!GST!LIC IGASIADM JEXTRA, CALL FOF! DET AILS

~ WALLACE PONTIAC
BUICK CADILLAC LTD.
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Auto, air, V6 cruise, cass., only 55,000
kms. Was $13,295

NOW ST 1,995 ar 217 vo-

Auto, air, cass., 2 clr only 59,000 kms
Very clean. Was $13,888

Auto, air, pwr windows, pwr locks, tilt,

cruise, cassette. s.ll 35995

Only 61,000
| '98 Bmcx CENTURY

miles. White

Alr V6 power everything, alloy rlms

power seat, low kms. S]l 9’995

8 pass, air, pwr windows, pwr locks, tilt,
cruise, cassette, rear heater, dutch doors.

Only 67,000 kms 3'“ 7 495
) |

Fully loaded, 4 door. Includes CD player
and power drivers seat. White. Only

58,000 kms 324,”5

409

MAIN ST. E.
MILTON

MON. - THURS.
9:00 am - 8:00 PM
FRI, & SAT.
9:00 Am - 6:00 Pm

* PONTIAC » BUICK » CADILLAC » GMC » PONTIAC » BUICK




