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Charlie Lopresti (left) and Peter Posocco, teachers at Oakville’s Loyola
Secondary School, protest outside the Halton Catholic District School Board
building after being locked out earlier this week.

RC school board
locks out teachers

At midnight Tuesday, the
Halton Catholic District School
Board closed classes to more than
350 high school teachers and all

students.

The on-going bitter labour dispute
between the board and its working-to-rule
teachers reached the boiling point Tuesday
afternoon after teachers overwhelmingly
turned down the latest contract offer
Monday.

“The board is showing complete and
utter disregard of teachers and students in
this community,” said Joe Pece, president
of the Halton Secondary Unit of the
Ontario English Catholic Teachers
Association (OECTA).

According to board Chair Jim Sherlock,
an emergency teleconference was held
Monday night after 99.4 per cent of teach-
ers rejected the deal.

By unanimous resolution, said Mr.
Sherlock, board members authorized a
lockout effective 12:01 a.m. Wednesday if

the union did not lift all “partial sanctions”
— namely refusing to engage 1n extra-cur-

the second semester. The union was given
until 4:30 p.m. Tuesday to make up 1ts
mind.

last ditch effort to avoid what Mr. Pece,
called a ‘‘draconian move.

“This move by the school board could be

and teachers and to the long-term viability
of Catholic education in Halton,” said Mr.
Pece. “We owe it to our parents and stu-
dents to make every attempt to avoid an
unnecessary lockout.”

Mr. Pece, along with OECTA president
Marshall Jarvis and members of the teach-
ers’ negotiating team, went to the board
offices in Burlington ready to negotiate.

However, they found all doors to the
building locked and were left standing in
the parking lot.

“They just don’t want to talk to us,” Mr.
Pece said after learning of the board’s
decision to lock them out.

Minutes after the 4:30 p.m. deadline, Mr.

e See related stories
on pages 4 and 5

e see STUDENTS on page 7

If you're OVER 55 & have gone through
MENOPAUSE & you have either

Heart Problems, high blood pressure,

high cholesterol or diabetes, you may qualify

to participate along with 10,000 women
worldwide in a research study of an

investigational drug that may help to reduce
your risk of a future heart attack.

| | For more information:
Lifestyle Metabolism Center
(905) 337-0040 ey
or RUTH@Imc.ca

ricular activities — for the remainder of

Late Tuesday afternoon, however, the
union offered to meet with the board in a

the most detrimental action to the students

Pece said the union faxed the boardan J§ e
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Parents, students, trustee

frucﬂ'r‘!fﬂd llfith dign!lt?

“If the school board or the unions
have to cave, so be it,” he said.
“Someone has to take a leadership
role.”

With the school doors locked and
both sides unwilling to deal, educa-
tion is suffering and faith in the
separate school system is waning,
he said.

“A lot of parents I've talked to
plan on moving their kids into a

public school,” said Ian, whose
« see TEACHERS on page 9

Editor’s note: The names of the between the |
parent and students in the follow- board and f
ing story have been changed. 350 high | ¥

By IRENE GENTLE school

| eachers.
The Champion teachers

In the cold war between the palf;;[ otfhz
Halton Catholic District School 17-year-old
Board and separate school teach- B j s h o D “ :
ers, tempers are starting to boil. Reding stu-

The heat is the aftermath of a dent, said he
surprise lockout that followed five

doesn’t care which side is right, he
months of divisive negotiations just wants his son back in school.
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A sale so super,
the on y thing missing is
a cape and tights.
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With 0 Down, 0 Interest and 0 Payments for 12 months,
or NO GST, there’s nothing this sale can’t do'.

Introducing the La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries® “Super
Sale”! The fearless furniture spectacular with savings,
selection, quality, comfort and style!
But don’t take our word for it.
See the “Super Sale” in action.
Famous La-Z-Boy® sofas,
recliners, occasional chairs,
- bedrooms, dining rooms,

Recliners from $379 ¢ Sofas from $6

end tables, lamps and more —all at unbelievably low prices!
With an amazing “triple zero” finance offer, this sale is
saving the day. Stop by
i La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries
_ today. But hurry! Because
' while this “Super Sale” can do
a number of astonishing
things—it can’t last forever.

00 o Reclining Sofa
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