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Rebel retailers may be the smoking gun in the

provincial Tobacco Control Act, Halton Region’s

health and social services committee heard last week.
In Oakville, a startling 31 per cent of retailers were

willing to sell cigarettes to four underage buyers, one

as young as 15 years old, according to a report by
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The Tobacco Control Act makes it an offence to sell

cigarettes to anyone under age 19.
Ninety retailers monitored

Of the 480 tobacco retailers in Halton, 90 were
monitored for the survey. That’s broken down to 30
individual retailers in Burlington, 32 in Oakville, 15 1n
Milton, and 13 in Halton Hills.

Overall, 16 per cent of the 90 Halton retailers sam-
pled proved they were willing to sell smokes to
minors. That’s down from 21 per cent in 1997 and 29
per cent in 1996. It also beats the 1998 province-wide
average of 26 per cent.

Oakville had the highest percentage of non-compli-
ance in the region, followed by Acton, where 28 per
cent of sampled retailers were willing to sell smokes
to the youthful hired guns. That’s up slightly from the
1997%esult of 25 per cent.

In Georgetown, not one of the six retailers sampled
was willing to sell to the minors. In 1997 18 per cent
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f‘?Sealed Tenders on fcmns supplled by the Téwn of Mllt{)l’l wxll be recelved by the Cﬁrpm'ate Servmes Department untll -
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FEBRUARY 10 1999

?  Specifications and forms may be obtamed at. the Town Hall, 43 Brown Street, Mﬂton, Omano, Corporate Semces
 Department, during normal business hours, Monday through Fnday, 8:30amto 4:30pm

~ The lowest or any bid wnll not neccssarlly be accepted.

| Any inquiries regardmg this tender may be directed to Leslie Williamson, Purchasmg Adlmmstrator at (905) 878-
7252 ext. 138.

 APPLICATIONS FOR 1999
. ~ TOWN GRANTS PROGRAM _
The Town of Mlltﬁﬂ iS NOW acceptmg appl:cahons to the Town Grants Program. Fundmg is avallable to community
organizations in three areas: .

. Dcvelﬁpment Fundmg — for new gmups or expansion activities

. Pl'(}]e{’.:t Fundmg — one time fundmg for specnﬁc projects or events

. Sustmmng Funchng — support for the c0ntmuat10n of existing programs
. Applxcatlons can be pmked up at ann Hall e deadhne February Ist, 1999
e:For further mfonnauon, please contact | ;
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of those surveyed failed the test.

Milton wins the prize for the most drastic retail reha-
bilitation, dropping from a whopping 50 per cent in
1997 to just six per cent in 1998.

Burlington retailers also clocked in at six per cent,
dropping from 15 per cent in 1997.

Enforcement could be the key to smoking out dissi-
dent cigarette dispensers.

In 1997, 24 retailers were ticketed in Halton. That
breaks down to five in Oakville, four in Georgetown
and three 1n Acton.

In Burlington, 12 retailers were ticketed for selling
to minors in 1997. Two of them were nailed for multi-
ple offences.

No retailers in Milton were ticketed.

Though the penalty for a first offence is a fine up to
$5.000, in reality it is more likely to be in the $200
range, said Dr. Nosal.

A second offence carries the much more serious
penalty of a six month ban from selling smokes.

Oakyville councillors outraged

Oakville’s high rate of retail rebellion caused a rip-
ple of outrage at the committee level, with Oakville
Councillor Kurt Franklin demanding that the 1999
survey be revamped to show just which types of retail-
ers are the real tobacco villains.

“Is it more convenience stores, or is it gas stations?””
he asked.

With the guilty parties clearly identified, council
could apply pressure at the head office level or
through the media, he suggested.

Hot off the press

Health directory out

Choices 4 Health, Halton’s Heart Health and Cancer Risk
Reduction Network, has created a directory that provides infor-
mation about services and resources available.

Included are listings of programs, resources, contact names and
telephone numbers.

To receive a copy of this free manual, contact the Halton
Regional Health Department at 825-6060, ext. 7489.

ugt edlrets

£

Gallery & Framing Centre

348 GUELPH ST. GEORGETOWN 905 877-7491

v T oervatory i

By ThSha Romance

Call or drop by ART EFFECTS GALLERY
to reserve yours NOW. Limited Stock

Terrific Framed
Package Deal

$545 plus tax

Triple matted
Choose from hundreds of frames

(cannot be combined with any other offer)

See you af the Gallew!




