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By IRENE GENTLE
The Champion

Sales of winter equipment went though
the roof as the worst storm since
December, 1992 threatened to bury Milton
residents up to the rafters in snow.

Crowds began thronging to Canadian
Tire early in the weekend as news reports
promised up to 30 cm of snow and a cold
snap frigid enough to give Frosty the
snowman a bad case of the chills.

“Saturday morning there was a real feel-
ing in the air, almost of excitement
because they had heard the forecast,” said
Canadian Tire manager David Shuvera.
“Sure enough, it came to be.”

The mood changed a little as residents
were whacked by a winter storm that even-
tually dumped about 25 cm of snow.

“On Sunday, people definitely needed
things. I don’t want to say there were look-
ing desperate but they were definitely
looking around anxiously for anything
they could use,” said Mr. Shuvera.

Some hardy Miltonians even snowmo-
biled to the store to purchase items such as
snow shovels and brushes, windshield
fluid, hats, gloves, skis and toboggans.

“We had a great effort by the staff who
were able to make it in,” said Mr. Shuvera.
“There were one or two who were snowed
in but the others made up for it.”

The wild winter weekend compensated
in part for relatively stagnant winter sales
in the past few years.

“We’ve had very mild winters and until
December of last year it looked like this
would be another,” said Mr. Shuvera.

A Guide To
Stick To It!

started

Walk This Way!
This free kit 1s designed to help women ages 20-64 become
more active by building walking into their daily lives.

Photo by GRAHAM PAINE

Canadian Tire’s Kendra Hanson restocks shovels after last weekend’s
heavy sales, due to the massive winter storm that blanketed the area.

"Storm’s wrath bonus
for some area retailers

Mr. Shuvera said the past weekend will
likely be the most brisk of the year for
winter gear. Even so, Canadian Tire
employees are busily restocking shelves
with winter goods.

“You always realize that people will
need products,” he said. “They may not
have replaced things in the past with the
mild winters.”

Bitter cold helped heat up the sales of
Milltown Tire over the holidays.

Owner Steve Miller reported that snow
tires and batteries were moving briskly
after a Christmas cold snap stalled many
dnivers. “Usually you need snow for sales
to happen but this year it was the cold,”
said Mr. Miller. “It got real cold there
before Christmas.”

Since then Milltown has been rushing to

keep up with the demand for tires able to
grip winter slick roads.

“With the new cars snow tires are almost
a must. Anything with independent sus-
pension needs snow tires,” he said. “All
seasons just aren’t good enough.”

Despite a booming week, Mr. Miller
recalled a time when snow tires began
rolling out way before the last Christmas
carol had been sung.

“It has been much busier in earlier years
because it snowed earlier,” he said. “We
should have had five good falls by now.”

It was boom then bust at Rogers Video
over the weekend. “When people heard the
storm was coming on Saturday we were
really busy,” said assistant manager
Beverly Amiro.

The rental feast turned to famine as peo-
* see UNDER on page 10

Thinking of Becoming More Active in 1999?
Make Walking Part of Your Day

- A Guide To Stick To It!

Walk This Way! includes:
o® a booklet with information and tips to help you get

o® a laminated board to plan and record your walks

Take a step in the right direction!

To order a copy of Walk This Way! or other physical activity resources
call the Halton Regional Health Department at (905)825-6060 ext. 7887.

TTY(905) 827-9833.

Local inquiries from: Acton 853-0501;
Georgetown 878-8113; Streetsville 823-6720.
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just before Christmas.

At about 10:30 a.m., Tuesday, Dec. 22, a man wear-
ing a ski mask walked into the Fire and Ice store at the
Georgetown Market.

He pulled out a handgun and pointed it at a sales
clerk while demanding display cases be opened.

The suspect directed store staff around the shop,
pointing out pieces of men’s and women’s jewelry
that he wanted until he had thousands of dollars worth
of merchandise.

When he left, the suspect hopped into a four-door
purple Chrysler Cirrus (stolen from Hamilton) and
drove to the mall entrance near Zellers. The car was
abandoned there and investigators speculate a switch
was made to another car.
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Gunman holds up store
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The suspect was described as a male in his late thir-
ties, white, five-foot-nine to five-foot-11 with a stocky
build. He wore a dark ski mask, dark jacket and dark
pants. If you happened to see something of value or if
you can suggest a possible suspect, give us a call.

If you have any information that leads to an arrest in
this or any other case, you may be eligible for a cash
reward of up to $1,000. You need not give your name
and your information can be taken with complete
anonymity.

Call 1-800-222-TIPS or 825-TIPS.
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1o SAVE BIG.

10—66% OFF!

For a very limited time get unlimited
savings at La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries®
Factory Authorized Clearance Sale!

It’s our once-a-year event where you’ll find

magnitudc won’t last long.

Recliners from $379 ¢ Sofas from

items, floor models, one-of-a-kinds, and returns. With thousands
of colors and styles to choose from. So hurry in, an event of this

LA-Z-BOY ¢~

PRICES

remarkable deals on
the largest
selection of
quality La-Z-Boy®
furniture in
Ontario.
Including
discontinued

OUR
BIGGEST

FINANCING OFFER

NO INTEREST
FOR ONE YEAR*

NO DOWN
PAYMENT

$699 ¢ Reclining Sofas from $899

BURLINGTON POWER CENTRE
Q.EW & BRANT STREET

(905)331 -1600
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90 DAYS SAME AS CASH
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