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Focus on math after tests

about how they do over time,” added Ms Rankin.

COUNSELLING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
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A strong focus on mathematics will continue at the
Halton District School Board, says the superintendent
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the provincial testing, which covered math, reading
and writing.

“The students have achieved very well,” said super-
intendent Kit Rankin. ‘“These results tell us we’re on
the right track.”

She had earlier noted the board’s Grade 3 students
did well in math testing. But she agreed they could
improve in some aspects of that subject such as com-
munication and problem solving.

“Problem solving cuts across all aspects of the sub-
ject,” Ms Rankin said in an interview. “And some kids
can’t explain their reasoning. That’s what communi-
cating involves.”

Of those completing tests, 60 per cent of Halton stu-
dents made the provincial standard (levels 3 and 4) in
reading and writing, while about 55 per cent met the
standard in math.

Results were somewhat lower in the math categories
of problem solving and communication.

“How do they perform over a two to three month peri-

valuable as an independent evaluation.

“But I know principals, staff and parents are the
greatest experts ... my job is to work with them,” said
Ms Rankin.

She does feel provincial Grade 3 testing 1s on the
right track. Last May’s evaluations were based on new
language and math curriculums. They were done over
five half days, instead of 10 full days required in 1997.

“T strongly support the design of the tests, which
provide opportunities to show understanding and
learning,” said Ms Rankin. “I was very worried it
would be multiple choice or fill-in-the-blank testing,
which involves a much narrower range of knowl-
edge.”

The superintendent would not directly compare
results between individual schools or areas. But Ms
Rankin noted many factors can influence results, such
as demographics, a child’s health and wellbeing,
parental participation and the size of the class.

(905) 854-0801

Ms Rankin said the Halton students’ lower scores in
math are part of a province-wide trend.

She said a longer-term focus on early literacy in
Halton may account for better results in reading and
writing.

But Ms Rankin cautioned the provincial assess-
ments only represent a brief look at how students are
doing.

For example, Percy Merry School of Milton, which
had the lowest percentage of Grade 3 students meeting
the provincial standard, was also the region’s smallest
class with 14 students.

As for other factors, affluence doesn’t necessarily
help children, but parental involvement does, said Ms

Rankin.
“Parents reading with kids at home is one of the
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GENERAL PRACTICE INCLUDING:
FAMILY & DIVORCE LAW
REAL ESTATE, WILLS & ESTATES, LABOUR

| Mutual Funds 2 EMPLOYMENT LAW “I hope no one is making judgments about a pro- things that enrich children’s learning,” she said. “But

i Segregated Funds COMMERCIAL. CORPORATE & CRIMINAL gram or school on the basis of this snapshot .... it’'s parents spend time with children in different ways at
| much more complex than that,” she said. different times and I would not say just one or two
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876-0940

Do you have concerns
about... Your Child’s
Speech? ... Or Your Own?

We Provide
Speech-Language

Services to Children
and Adults

HALTON HILLS
SPEECH CENT
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Tel: (905) 873-8400 Fax: (905) 873-8158

N.J. Solanki,

C.ET. B, M.
Registered Massage Therapist
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535 Trafalgar Court
Milton, Ontario LO9T 3A8

(905) 878-3037

+ Relaxation
« Hydrotherapy
+ Swedish

+ Accupressure
+ Reflexology

'Last Minute’
Pre-Holiday Sale!

O

Lvery

Fabric, Drapery
& Upholstery

You'll Save On:

Fashion Velvets & Velveteen

Lace & Metallic Fabrics

Polyester Fashion Prints & Solids

Rayon Fashion Prints & Solids

Velours, Pannés, Knits

Chenille Looks & Burnouts

Arctic Fleece Prints & Solids

Suede Looks & Specialty Fabrics

Christmas Collection

Home Decor Collection

...in short, everything you'll need
to sew up these Holidays'

Yes, Virginia, there's still time to

Sew It & Save at Fabricland!

i
% % Entire In-Store Stock!
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Off
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Remember, Check out

Fabricland Fabricliand's

Gift Certificates ready-to-give

makc great gifts! gilt idcas!
M

Sale in effect December 7-24, 1998 on in-stock merchandise only. Sorry, no special orders. Most items availabie In most stores.

Look for the red sale tags. Please Note: In some locations some items may be sold at a price lower than our regular chain-store

Avco Financial ELECTROLYSIS COLLEGE
e’ Services OF CANADA INC.

' Canada'’s Leader in Training and Treatment for
Professional Electrology

. ... Professional Electrologists
E T T and Advanced Students
hed g Now Accepting
Appointments

Gift Certificates

Treatment also available Mon. - Fri. 9-9

Individually priced.
UY 1 at M.S.R. PRICE

B
ET 1 FREE!

(of equal value or less) Offer valid Dec.7-24,
1998. Not valid with any other discount offers.

Specializing in consolidation
and personal loans
tailored specially for you.

420 Main St. E Ph: 878-9113 878-3945 Customer Appreciation Thank-You Savings!
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7nd Floor 550 Ontario St., Ste. 203, Dewrg‘;;; 'Sgelczgg!f)nly-

Milton 878-2891 Mizon COnterio LTWT. POLYESTER SOLIDS - ONLY 2.22 m

Registered & Approved as a Private Vocational School with
the Private Vocational Schools Act.

115cm Quantities limited,
while quantities 1ast.

December 14-19, 1998 Only!
Special Selection!
POLYESTER PRINTS - ONLY 2.49 m
115cm Quantities linrfited,
while quantities last. '

ANNA FINLAN

Registered Massage Therapist
/Reflexologist

This holiday season, “pamper”
your loved one with a relaxing
professional therapeutic massage.

@i Ceartificatses

“Ubke People

To advertise YOUR

price. Where this ‘competitive pricing’ occurs, the advertised savings will be off Fabricland's regular chain-store price.
Day and evening appointments rofessional service Call :
available. New Clients Welcome P 547 Ma|n St. E_
WENDY M“NAB

31-550 Childs Drive

(905) 693-8785

Covered by most extended health care plans.

Milton
878-0931

* MASTERCARD ¢ VISA « CHEQUES ¢ INTERAC

FABRICLAND

CANADA'S LARGEST FASHION FABRIC DISTRIBUTOR

878-2341
The Canadian Champion

The Best in Selection and Price Anywhere




