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Random drug searches of students’ lockers are an unfortunate neces-
sity in today’s society.

While many students may feel that their privacy is violated or that
they aren’t trusted, they must understand that the problem of drug
abuse, which often begins in youth, is a serious matter that requires
strong measures to control.

Many youngsters wisely avoid the use of drugs. Others experiment,
become dependent and the abuse can lead to harmful effects that take
years to reverse, if they are reversed at all.

The recent search at Bishop Reding Secondary School reported else-
where in this newspaper today can’t be compared to a search of a pri-
vate home.

Lockers are school property and the system is funded by taxpayers.

The search, which fortunately turned up nothing, was allowed by the
school’s principal, who is responsible for the wellbeing of students
and for keeping his facility safe for everyone.

And considering the number of youths who experiment with drugs

these days, his actions were justified.
Searches are reportedly conducted only about once a term. The

action hasn’t been overdone.
Students who oppose searches should try to think of it from that per-

spective.
Karen Smith
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* OUR READERS V(/RITE

T hey were there for us at the hospital

Dear Editor:
All too often we hear criticisms of our hospital sys-

tem — how patients get overlooked and how nurses
don’t have time to do their jobs. The challenges are
many and the rewards too few and far between.

But we want to commend the staff at Milton District
Hospital for the outstanding care our daughter
received in emergency last week when she was admit-
ted with a concussion.

As an athlete, she has had her share of sprains and
bruises that were well tended in emergency in the past,
but we’ve never experienced the frightening unknown

of a head injury before.

- Wants answers at meeting tomorrow night

Dear Editor:
I am writing about the proposed development of 32

acres of land behind E.C. Drury High School. The
plan calls for a senior complex and residential housing
that would obliterate the soccer fields and the majority

of open space at the rear of the high school.

There are far more people than just those living
close to the property who will be adversely affected.
Many people use this lovely area for recreation. With
all the land around Milton that will soon be developed,
why are they going to spoil a lovely oasis in the heart

of town?
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In the course of our overnight stay, our daughter was
treated, checked and cared for by several nurses, all of
whom were thorough, professional, caring and help-
ful.

Special thanks to Lois who made sure we, the par-
ents, were also comfortable in our night-long vigil.

Would we have gotten the same level of care in a
busy downtown hospital? We don’t know. We do
know that we were very glad the people at Milton
District Hospital were there for us! Thank you. Keep

up the good work.
Carol and Bob McDonald

Milton

We will find out why tomorrow. There is a public
meeting being held by Town staff to discuss the pro-
posal. I urge anyone who is concerned to attend. The
meeting is on Wednesday Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. in the

Games Room, Senior Centre, Allendale.
Mel Cutler

Mﬂton
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