mi
_Ployabic

 pot declare $94,000 in income.

u
e

'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''

.................
----------------------------------
.....

.....................................................

B EE

............................

_____________________________________________________________________________________
.............

e A e, :

r et

> Investigation

A _______

5 >CLEC
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along that they must divulge everything.

If there is insufficient proof of criminal
fraud, investigators can still pursue
cheaters through the General Welfare
Assistance Act. People who don’t declare
all the facts up-front must return the over-
payment owed Halton Region. If still on
welfare, they have to shell out a maximum

10 per cent of their monthly entitlement.

“The bottom line for us 1s that we want
to do (our job) very quickly to get the

money back,” said Mr. Praysner.

now handing down short jail sentences of
30 to 90 days. One recent case saw a

Mr. Waller explained that judges a

cheater go away for 18 months.

Peanuts in

rice balls

warned not to eat sesame rice balls manu-
factured by Golden Happiness Frozen

Consumers with peanut allergies a

Foods.

The products, which are sold in 750
gram and 230 pram packages, contain
peanuts. That information is not declared

on the label.

The manufacturer is recalling the prod-
uct, which is distributed in Ontario. There
has been one reported case of illness.
Consumers may return packages to the
point of purchase. The Canadian Food
Inspection Agency 1s monitoring the effec-

tiveness of the recall.
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s to effect change, save taxpayer money

By HOWARD MOZEL
Special to The Champion

While Halton’s Eligibility Review Program hasn’t got the same ring to it as
welfare fraud squad, this regional initiative is a tight-knit, efficient team in
every sense of the word.

Headed by Joanne Bree, the group’s goal is savings — any way it can
achieve them. This includes getting families off the welfare roll and back to
work. Failing that, the team’s job is to identify compliance problems and root
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cases with outstanding overpayments.

Carolyn Schoenfeldt conducts file audits on entire caseloads and individual
files — usually long-term recipients — to determine policy compliance and
sometimes fraud.

44-—yearﬂdm&nc """ Iect Income support worker Judy Green helps recipients fulfill their obligation
- $30,000 Wryeﬂswmlﬁmmung to pursue other financial support to which they may be entitled.

Dino Days coming
to Halton museum

Most kids can’t get enough of dinosaurs, so they should be in for a treat
beginning Thursday, Aug. 13 as ‘Dino Days’ hit the Halton Region Museum
in Kelso Conservation Area.

Thanks to the Royal Ontario Museum, a 60-foot long Dinosaur
Museumobile will be visiting through Tuesday, Aug. 18.

Walk through the sights and sounds of the huge creatures that wandered the
earth 70 million years ago. On top of that, visitors can build a dinosaur from
real bones at the Halton Region Museum, watch dinosaur movies and play
dinosaur games.

On Saturday, Aug. 15 ‘Dino Days’ features the Doug Barr Children’s
Show, featuring Mr. Barr’s well-known song, “The Dinosaur Chomp.’

Mr. Barr will perform 45 minute shows at 12:30 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m.
All seats are $5. For reservations, call 875-2200.

Kelso is off Town Line (Tremaine Road, north of Steeles Avenue).

AIR CONDITIONING
M.A.R.C.H.

» Water Furnace Systems

e Heat Pumps — Air. Ground
& Water Sources

» Central & Room Air
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» Gas Propane and
Electric Furmaces

* High Efficiency Air Filters
& Humidifiers

785 Main Street East
876-1138 (Service) 875-2700 (Sales)

AIR CONDI

Central Air Conditioning

Sales and Service
Gas Propane & Electric Furnace

, TERRY ROWLEY
LENNOX Mechanical Inc. m m

78-197
925 Main St. E. Unit #3 -

[c

DELREX ALUMINUM LIMITED

eAluminum Awnings
*Eavestroughs
*Roofing

*Siding *Fascia

«Canopies

«Storm Doors
*Windows

«Soffit in Living Colours

rc

Also a full line of replacement windows

877-5383

mel & Aluminum
Siding & Windows
5” Seamless Gutters

ERROL MACPHEE
32 Years experience

(905) 878-5337

APPLIANCE PARTS SALES

MECHANICAL LTD.

PARTS FOR
Washers ¢ Dryers * Ranges * Freezers
» Refrigerators * Dishwashers

785 Main Street East 876-1138
Across from the GO Station

Donna L. White

....................
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Natural Gas & Propane

BBQ PARTS

All makes and models

TERRY ROWLEY

The Computer Doctor

104 Rexway Drive, Georgetown, Ontario L7G 1R5
On-Site Solutions for Business and Personal Users

System - Troubleshooting, Cleaning, Anti-Virus, Data Backup
Hardware and Software - Installation, Maintenance, Support & Training
intemet - Setup, Web Page Design, Scanning Service

W

Phone: (905) 873-2711 Fax: (905) 873-7230 Emait: mcloughf@inforamp.net

CONTRACTORS HOME INSPECTIONS

r.m. contracting Itd.

OFFICE or HOME!

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS
ADDITIONS, DECKS,

_COUNSELLING SERVICES

Individual and Group counselling sessions
available for 1ssues concermning:

» self-esteem ¢ anger and grief
« conflict resolution * problem solving
» personal growth
Counselling provided for Women, Men,
Adolescents and Children

resort, a job which falls to retired Halton Regional Police Staff Sgt. Ted
Waller and 17-year social services veteran Nick Praysner.

The local team is far from alone. They are an extension of a far-flung net-
work linked by a provincial welfare fraud control database which collates the
flow of reports from across Ontario and 1s accessed by every welfare office.
There is also the a provincial hotline, leads from caseworkers, calls from sus-
picious citizens and more.

Through the United Council on Welfare Fraud, inter-jurisdictional barriers
continue to fall and Halton has solved cases with links as far away as Flonda
and Texas. After all, fraud and misrepresentation are not limited to the
municipality which pays recipients and often crosses regional, provincial and
international boundaries.

“There is no shortage of information,” says Mr. Waller, who explained tips
often come from hard-working individuals who pay taxes and are angered by
abuse. “They have no problems calling us.”

Sometimes, says Mr. Waller, a caseworker has nothing but their “gut feel-
ing” — such as a client’s expensive clothing or jewelry — to warn of poten-
tial problems. Upon investigation, undeclared bank accounts and businesses
are often uncovered.

“We encourage people to work and be self-employed, but there is a dual
responsibility,” said Mr. Waller. “The client has to understand it 1s a two-way
street.”

The team easily pays for itself. In 1996 the investigation of 326 of Halton’s
2.000 welfare cases resulted in the termination of 71 and estimated savings of
$706.095. That same year, 587 case file reviews, third-party reimbursements
and overpayment recovery resulted in the repossession of $755,645. Program
expenses were only $182,603 so the net savings were more than $1.2 million.

Mr. Praysner says their focus is to change people’s situations from depen-
dency to self-sufficiency. In the meantime, it 1s up to clients to abide by the
responsibilities that come with applying for welfare and being honest when
declaring all income and assets.

“Declare everything and we’ll determine what's exempt,” says Mr.
Praysner.

There are some cases where it yields the team no joy to catch recipients but
given the number of opportunities to tell the truth, they quickly wear out their
welcome by the time they reach Mr. Waller and Mr. Praysner.

“The majority of cases that arrive at us, the sympathy level has died down,”
said Mr. Waller.
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FOREST MANAGEMENT
ATTENTION WOODLOT OWNERS !!!
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R.F. (Fran) McLoughlin

UNDER THE MANAGED FOREST TAX INCENTIVE
PROGRAM (MFTIP) YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR A 75%
REDUCTION IN LAND TAXES.

CALL DJL CONSULTING FOR YOUR FOREST PLAN
PREPARATION AND/OR APPROVAL
Derek Lippert @ 519-742-5927

Spring/Summer Inspections
-+ Roof & Hashings - Qutters & Downspouts - Foundation Exterior
- Proper Attic Ventilation - Exterior Walls & + Air Conditioning

- Chimney (exterior) Windows (peration

§99 waume £ ADVANTAGE
@ REPORT  875-9447 or 1-888-271-1157
SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

Robert Noble Lid.

« 180 ft. of hose for crossing lawns,
« 3 radio dispatched trucks to serve you.
Don’t wait for trowble - Pump before it's too latel

(Should pump at least every 3 years)
Never use coloured or double toilet paper.

(519) 853-0500 Acton
Answering Service 878-6869
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

BATHROOMS & MORE

Milton/Guelph (905) 878-6358




