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Two ongoing labour disputes are turning uglier and sadly
the victims are children.

The Halton Adolescent Support Services (HASS) strike
has shut down the organization’s teen crisis line, coun-

residential treatment centre.

Teens from that program were either re-located to one of
three alternative residences in Milton, Oakville and
Burlington, or sent home — to places where they, for var-
1ous reasons, have already found they couldn’t live.

If fact, you could go as far as saying the youths are being
treated like trash.

It was reported 1n Friday’s Champion that the union has
stopped or slowed waste pickup as well as mail delivery at
all HASS facilities.

The youths have complained publicly that they are
caught 1in the middle of a labour dispute -- one right out-
side their door -- and the replacement workers aren’t cut-
ting it when it comes to getting the help kids need. They
are the innocent victims.

Hopetully, events surrounding the HASS strike are only
temporary, however another ongoing dispute — between
teachers’ and the Mike Harris government — could prove
detrimental to many active students.

Dire predictions that secondary school sports programs
will be scaled back or scrapped due to a new requirement
for school instructors to teach one extra 40-minute class
per day are alarming.

In today’s Our Readers Write section, teachers say their
claim that they won’t have time to volunteer as coaches or
run other extra-curricular activities 1sn’t a union tactic to
protest the changes.

One writer says that in the corporate sector, “it would
seem unlikely that an employer could demand and receive
volunteer time from their workers” and “it would be even
less likely to occur if the employer was self-serving and
prone to dishonesty.”

Really. We didn’t know the teachers were staying after
hours to please the boss. We thought they coached teams
and ran clubs to better students’ lives and for personal
rewards.

Regardless, the bottom line 1s that children will suffer.
Has everyone forgotten them?

In both cases, like domestic conflicts such as separation
and divorce, children are the biggest victims.

It’s sad to think that these two institutions created by
adults for the betterment of youngsters and society as a
whole are being compromised by the problems of adults.

Karen Smith
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Man ‘wonders’ if MPP informed

Dear Editor:

This letter 1s in response to the recent article ‘Union prob-
ably behind push for school sports dispute: MPP’.

Not once in the comments attributed to Mr. Chudleigh did
he indicate that he had any idea of the facts in this matter.
He “wonders” and “thinks” that “probably” the unions
“seem to be heading the charge” on the issue of voluntary
activities.

Does this man actually know any of the facts surrounding
this complex and inflammatory issue?

The diminished enthusiasm of teachers to commit to vol-
untary activities has little to do with the additional in-class
time mandated by our employer and everything to do with
a mustrust of politicians who cloud issues to serve no one
but themselves.

Like any employee, teachers will adapt and adhere to the
expectations of their employer. Whether the employee
views these conditions of employment as prudent or well
planned is moot.

This 1ssue has not been presented to teachers as a negoti-
ating tool as Mr. Chudleigh would have your readers
believe.

A teacher has no fear of making a personal decision on
the matter of voluntary time even if the union may be
against the i1dea in principle. Nor is there any peer pressure
by colleagues of the type faced by auto or postal workers to
toe the line.

In the corporate sector, it would seem unlikely that an
employer could demand and receive volunteer time from
their workers. It would be even less likely to occur if the
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employer was self-serving and prone to dishonesty.

lan Mcintosh
Rockwood

Stop guessing and start asking

Dear Editor:

As I read Ted Chudleigh’s comments in your July 24 arti-
cle, ‘Union probably behind push for school sports dispute:
MPP’, I shuddered to think that a man so uninformed could
be our representative in the legislature.

Instead of guessing — incorrectly — about how teachers
are feeling regarding possibly not being involved with
sports and other extra-curricular activities this coming
school year, Chudleigh should try a novel approach: listen-
Ing to what teachers are saying.

While teachers would prefer to continue to run extra-cur-
ricular activities, they’re fed up with the lack of respect they
get from the Harris government.

But more importantly, and what Chudleigh just doesn’t
seem to understand, 1s that a cut in teachers’ prep time
results in teachers being fired.

When a teacher leaves, so does the coach. Who will fill in
-- the remaining teachers, who now have an extra class to
prepare for, teach and evaluate?

Finally, our MPP’s thoughts hardly rate a front-page
headline. Your paper obviously feels differently. That’s fine,
but just to show how out of touch he was and still is, here’s
another Champion headline, this one from September 30,
1997, as the teachers opposition to Bill 160 was heating up:
‘Chudleigh doesn’t think they’ll strike’.

Dave Toderick
Wilson Drive

by Steve Nease
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