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A new education funding model is
recerving top grades from MPP Ted
Chudleigh while Trustee Erica Andrew
teels the numbers may need to improve.

Or at least to stabilize.

Choosing her words carefully, Ms
Andrew of the Halton Board of Education
said she couldn’t comment on a new fund-
iIng model announced last week by
Minister of Education Dave Johnson until
all the kinks have been worked out.

“There’s nothing I can say right now
because we still don’t know what i1t 1s,”
sald Ms Andrew. “We’ve got some num-
bers and guu,rul statistics hul we don’t
know what we’re going to get.”

Ms Andrew refused to comment on the
model, which provides money based on
the number of students and individual
needs, rather than property tax assess-
ments. The model also defines classroom
spending for the first time.

By defining classroom spending funding
is funneled directly to the classroom, leav-
ing what the provincial government feels
are bloated administration budgets behind.

The government has earmarked $14.4
billion for the next three years for educa-
tion.

Separate grants will be set up for adult
education, junior kindergarten, school ren-
ovations and new school construction.

The model also puts teachers back into
the classroom for longer hours per day,
reducing preparation time.

Ms Andrew said until the numbers are
crunched she is not prepared to give an
opinion.

“Right now I don’t know how this will
affect Halton and I don’t want to guess
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Erica Andrew
until the numbers are final and we have a
chance to analyze them,” said Ms Andrew.

In contrast Halton North MPP Ted
Chudleigh couldn’t wait to praise the
model, which he believes 1s a step torward
In education reform.

“We're turning the chart upside-down so
the student is at the top,” said Mr.
Chudieigh. “Good education 1s thinking
about the child first.”

By putting funding on a per-student
basis, introducing standardized report
cards and strictly defining what constitutes
classroom spending, the plan 1s to take
education into the 21st century by going
back to the basics of more teaching and
less administration.

“There may be some administrative
problems in the public board to meet the
budget. I believe their admimstration bud-
gets are quite high,” said Mr. Chudieigh.
“The thing to focus on is it’s a fair funding
model.”

Baby help

Do you have a new baby, or one on the
way'’

[f so, you may want to check out the
Halton Regional Health Department’s
“Calling New Parents” or “Healthiest
Babies Possible™ programs.

New and expecting parents will receive
expert advice from qualified child care
professionals. To register for either pro-
gram, or for more information, call 878-
8113.

Junior Kindergarten

Children are required to be 4 years of age
on or before December 31, 1998.

Junior/Senior Kindergarten Registration
For September 1998
Halton Catholic District School Board

ADVANCED registration for those children who wil
Kindergarten (not currently registered) in the Catho
Milton, Georgetown and Acton will be

WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

April 15 and 16, 1998
9:00 a.m. to noon
1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

AGE OF ADMISSION AND REQUIREMENTS

be attending Junior and Senior
ic Schools in Burlington, Oakville,
neld at all schools on

Senior Kindergarten

Children are required to be 5 years of
age on or before December 31, 1998.

¢ Roman Catholic Baptismal Certificate required.
¢ Before registration is finalized, a child will have completed the prescribed program

of immunization for diphtheria, tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles, mumps and rubella.

¢ Families registering for the first time at a school are requested to provide the child's

medical card at the time of registration.

¢ For further information or alternate registration date, please contact the principal

of your nearest Catholic School

James V. Sherlock 3
Chair of the Board '

Fred L. Sweeney
Director of Education
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It’s adding up to confusion

With all the figures being thrown around following
the release of the Ministry of Education’s funding
_ i i 1 L i " it N .

issued to the boards in order to allow them to calculate
the actual funding levels under this new funding

Administrators with the Halton District School
Board and the Halton Catholic District School Board
maintain they need more time to gather nformation
from the ministry and interpret what it will mean to
their respective budgets for the 1998-99 schoel year.

So far, the figures bandied about by different groups
just don’t jive.

For instance, the Ministry of Education sent out a
chart detailing revenue impact of the new funding
model for all school boards in the province.

The graph states the Halton public board had operat-
ing revenue of $243 million in 1997 and will lose 0.5
per cent for $24 1.7 million in 1998-99.

But a look at the total operating and capital revenue
to be made available to the Halton public board in
1998-99 shows the projected figure of $259.9 million
falls far short of the $276 million budget the board 1s
currently operating within.

Operating revenue normally excludes funds put
aside for capital projects, such as renovations or new
school buildings.

Dusty Papke, the public board education director,
said last Friday that, “Grant formulas have yet to be

operating revenue in 1997 of $99.8 million, and that
will increase 11.7 per cent to $111.5 million 1n 1998-
99.

Joe Birett, business manager with the Halton
Catholic board, said he doesn’t know where the gov-
ernment got the $99 million operating revenue figure
for this year.

“The figure we have is about $119 million,” said
Mr. Birett. “Obviously, they’ve done some other
(funding) exclusions, but do those exclusions get
included in future years?”

Mr. Birett said he has no idea at this point how the
numbers will shake out, but he does have a feeling his
board will be somewhat better off than the neighbour-
ing public board.

The Halton Elementary Teachers’ Association
(HETA) said initial grant figures for the public board
indicate that funding for 1998-99 has decreased by
more than $20 million.

A HETA release added, “Even more alarming is
that funding will be decreased in the following two
years, even though projected enrolments for Halton
continue to increase.”

USED CAR SPECIALS

1897 Chrysler LHS, 4dr., black.....................$26,995 1995 Plymouth Voyager SE, wagon, green

1997 Dodge Gr Caravan, wagon, white ........ $22,995 »

1995 Plymouth Voyager, wagon, driftwood ..$13,995
1997 Plymouth Breeze, 4 dr,, green

_. 1994 Jeep YJ, 205 DIUG ... oiiiiininireinicrennane $14,995
1997 Plymouth Breeze, 4 dr., green.............

1997 Plymouth Neon, 4 dr., white
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1990 Dodge Caravan LE wagon, Silverfgray”..ﬂ,m

PLYMOUTH

SALES .
"LEASING

| DODGE
TRUCKS

CHRYSLER 5

Plvmouth Chrvslerjeep % Eagle " .
500 BRONTE ST. MILTON

876-2580

***A PROUD SUPPORTER OF LOCAL SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS™***

INSERT S
Friday, April 3, 1998  Weekend April 4-5, 1998

"REDUCED LEASE PRICES.

IN-TOWN ONLY Sears IN-TOWN & RURAL No Frills RURAL ONLY
- A&P
Adams Door Systems (P)  Volassis Shop & Save Biway hedoelonpey e
Health = DLS (P) Zellers Canadian Tire IN-TOWN ONLY T"'Szle The [;ia' P*&m
Holland Park/Garden Food Basics (P) Auto Tune (P) assis Shop
Gallerv (P Loblaws .D.A. Drug Store Save
b LOEB (P) Sears (P) Zellers

BALL

Singles Nile :
Thursdays

Retro,Disco,Dance,Top 40,
Alternative, Classic Rock
with D.j. Buzz

no cover, all
weekend !

‘much funmerthan Yuk Yuks thIS Saturday LIVE.‘ \’xb* I i

WORLD CLASS SHOWS, MINUTES FROM HOME
THIS WEDNESDAY
the ulimate Pool package...

60 oz JUG, 2Lbs WINGS, 1 HR POOL

ouly BZ0 5‘:&49 a couple of {ricads !

MiGHTY SOULS
INCREDIBLE TOP 40 BAND

Plus D.J.- Buzz
DANCE ALL NITE !

NEXT WEEK

THURS.-Legends of Rock

w|Jagger & Seger

FRI1.-ALANIS by

Jagged Little Pall

SAT. Chris Armstrong (R&B)
w\Limestone

NOW ACCEPTING SPONSORSHIP FOR

HALTON BLUES & ROOTS FESTIVAL Il

featured in 7 area clubs with major
recording artists T.B.A. Call 873-6374

876-2582

" the world famous...

eHnl/ ? LARRY /HOV- 22

8 PM SHARP

s SANTANA

performed by Abolengo

10 pm sharp

y

Llf/f
> I.IIB&ROO‘I‘S

HWY #25. 1 mile north of the 401,

MILTON




