h
— -ﬂr*‘Wi—

2 — The Canadian Champion, Friday March 27, 1998

Conservation activists upset over NEC choices

By STEVE LeBLANC

Special to The Champion
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through.

That’s the waming from 11 Ontario environ-
mental organizations. Under the banner of
CONE (Coalition on the Niagara Escarpment),
widespread concern has been raised regarding
the addition of David Amnill.

Mr. Amill is a past president of the Aggregate
Producers Association of Ontario and continues
to sit on their board of directors.

Aggregate is the term used in the industry by
those who quarry the Niagara Escarpment to
produce gravel for road beds and concrete. There

s a large presence in Milton.

“What concerns us is that a member of a group
with a vested interest in harming the escarpment
Llat 5 SUpposcd (o Prowccet I,
co-president Linda Pim.

Aggregate producers have long favoured the
Niagara Escarpment as a source of building
materials and, according to CONE, “have resist-
ed land use controls that limit aggregate extrac-
tion every step of the way.”

Ms Pim also questions the proposed appoint-
ment of Jaquelyn Fraser, a member of
Environmental Services Group, who represented
the Aggregate Producers Association of Ontario
In the early 1980s during initial drafting of the
Niagara Escarpment Plan.
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Said Ms Pim, “I think it’s safe to say the
Ministry of Natural Resources has moved
towards a pro-development bias when it comes
Disputing this claim, ministry representative
Peter Hickey said providing a balance of interest
and expertise on the NEC has always been the
chief concem.

A communications assistant under Minister
John Snobelen, Mr. Hickey added that the NEC
also includes past members of CONE as well as
the Bruce Trail Association and other environ-
mental organizations.

“The appointment of Mr. Arnill would add a
certain expertise and interest that hasn’t been
included on the NEC,” said Mr. Hickey. “We

strive for a balance between development inter-
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ests and those with conservation slants.”
NEC chairperson Don Scott believes it’s
lmpertam to focus on the mdw:dual bemg
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While admitting he’s had no personal dealings
with Mr. Amill, he’s found many aggregate pro-
ducers to be “just as concerned with good land

use planning as environmentalists.”
“They (aggregate producers) have matured a

lot since the NEC was formed. Many have taken
great measures to rehabilitate their pits and quar-

ries,” said Mr. Scott.
“And if there was a conflict of interest then

that NEC board member would refrain from vot-

 see APPOINTMENT on page 12
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* The only Minivan with: a 5 star Quad captains chm
front impact crash rating * Overhead console
o Family security package * |nterior convenience group
* Anti-lock brakes * Luggage rack
* Traction control * Power windows & locks
* Remote keyless entry o Tilt steering
o Self sealing tires e Privacy glass
* Security group ¢ 3.8 Litre V6 engme
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e THE ONLY 11 TIME CHAlRMAN AWARD
WINNER, in Canada

e #1 in Retail Sales for 93/94/95/96/97
Ford or Lincoln Mercury in Central Ontario
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Come to fhe Source

570 TRAFALGAR ROAD, OAKVILE at the Q.E.VV.
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