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Canadians ‘‘smug’’
about racial 1ssues

e from NO REASON on page 3

Sometimes Canadians are a hittie smug aboul racial discrimina
tion. she said. because the country hasn’t had dramatic and visi-
ble racial problems like in the United States.

“But we're not in a position to pat ourselves on the back jus
yet,” she said. “And the way native people have been treated for
centuries is certainly a stain on our reputation.”

Much of Canadian history is a story of the way Europeans and

their descendants stereotyped the first people of the country and

what the costs have been, she said.

“Even today, hundreds of years after Europeans began arriving,
aboriginal people remain the most disadvantaged group 1n
Canada. Their opportunities are often limited, not by individual
pcople’s abilities, but by other people’s discriminatory percep-
tions.”

Canada’s diversity is something that should be celebrated, not
filled with discrimination, she said.

“All of Canadian society suffers when we fail to appreciate our
diversity. In tact, one could easily argue that diversity 1s Canada’s
greatest asset.”

But Ms Falardeau-Ramsay said she’s optimistic that discrimi-
nation can be beaten.

“I see the things that are wrong with our society, but I believe
we can change them.”

Safety is important

* from FARM on page 12
cal boxes and wiring out of reach ot small children.

* Provide a tenced play area tor children near the house.

* Place heavy cement lids on wells and septic tanks.

* Store portable ladders away from danger arcas such as silos
and large grain bins. Fit the bottoms of fixed ladders with a spe-
cial barner.

* Betore starting machinery, make sure no one 1s behind, under
or in front of you.

* Leave any equipment that might tall, such as front-end load-
ers and headers, in the down position or block them up.
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