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Michelle Falardeau-Ramsay

O reason to

e Smug, says
uman rights

commissioner

By KAREN SMITH
The Champion

Letting racist comments and jokes go undisputed is like accept-
ing the behaviour, the head of the Canadian Human Rights
Commission told students last Tuesday.

Michelle Falardeau-Ramsay, chief commissioner, said people
can fight discrimination and stereotyping by taking objection
when they hear racist comments and then setting the record
straight.

“Don’t let it pass unnoticed,” she said. “Say ‘I don’t think it's
appropriate to make that type of remark’ and explain why.”

The conference, put on by the North Halton Cultural
Awareness Council, was held in conjunction with the
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination,
declared 30 years ago on March 21. It also fell on the 50th
anniversary of the United Nations’ Proclamation of the
International Declaration of Human Rights.

“It serves as a reminder that we have come a long way over the
past 50 years, but that we also have a long way to go,” said Ms
Falardeau-Ramsay, the event’s keynote speaker, who flew in
from Ottawa.

“Just as criminal laws have not managed to eliminate crime,
human rights laws have not totally eliminated racism.”

About 200 north Halton students attended the Milton District
High School conference, which, titled First Nations Day, centred
around the rights of Canada’s aboriginal people.

Not everyone sees the importance of days like March 21, the
chief commissioner said, referring to people who believe society
shouldn’t talk about race. Instead, they say, society should be
colour-blind, and not worry about people’s origins or the colour
of their skin.

“I wish things could be that simple. The truth of the matter 1s
that as long as there is racism, we will need to talk about race. As
long as people are still being denied employment oppquunmes or
harassed in school or on the street because of who their ancestors
were. race will remain an important topic,” Ms Falardeau-
Ramsay said. __

“We cannot use being colour blind as an excuse to allow injus-
tice. Instead, we must acknowledge that racism exists and do
something about it.”

She told students to judge people as individuals.

“Whenever someone says that everyone knows something
about a particular group, watch out. Tlil‘ill Is a dangerous stereo-
type. The truth 1s that people are all different and stereotypes are

» see CANADIANS on page 18
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Giveawa

You can have a 1 in 100 chance of winning the $10,000 jackpot. Yes, i. you
buy or lease a new or used vehicle from Saturday March 7, 1998, until 100

vehicles are sold, your name will be entered in the $10,000 draw. The draw
will take place in our showroom shortly after the 100th entry.
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Just One

e ABS brakes

e Tilt/cruise

e 16" Alloy rims
| » Lower ground effects
e 2.4 L Twin cam

B

e Dual air bags
* Air conditioning
* Rear spoiler

| ~

e 3.1LV/6

e Automatic

e Air conditioning :
¢ Dual air bags e AM/FM cassette ™
o ABS brakes e Split folding rear

e Buckets with con- seat
sole e Min. 6 month,

10,000 km GM

warranty.
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| © Power locks
'  Power windows
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...And we also wan b inl'oduc ouUr

GM OPTIMUM USED wvehicles

» Consumer friendly buying environment

 Nationwide GM backed warranty -
minimum of 6 month or 10,000 kms

* 150 Point inspection
* Full mechanical reconditioning

* Complete appearance detailing .
e 1-time exchange policy e Roadside assistance included

(30 day or 2,500 kms) e Preferred lease rates

You can now have a worry-free used vehicle, with a new vehicle purchasing experience for a
*  whole lot less. We have over 40 optimum used vehicles in stock (many one owner trades).

*Only retail customers are eligible for the $10,000 giveaway. Fleet, As-is or Wholesale purchases will not qualify. Wallace Pontiac employees and relatives are not eligible. The winner must answer a skirll testing ques- *
tion to qualify. Sunfire LEASE has $1600 DOWN plus freight and taxes,Grand Am, $2000 down, 1 st month payment, security deposit, licence tme on {iEiIE {]A. Cter ust ak delwery of veml quualny. *

‘(BUY OR LEASE ANY NEW OR USED VEHICLE,

‘| AND HAVE A CHANCE TO WIN §1m
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