Aluminum and vinyl siding | g

You’ve decided on siding for your home, and
want the convenience of a low maintenance

material coupled with a choice of textures,
styles and colours.

If that’s narrowed your options down to viny!
tics of the two matenials.

Aluminum has been a building material sta-
ple for years, and once covered an estimated 10
per cent of North American homes. That figure
dropped considerably today, with much of
what would once have been covered in alu-
minum now clad in the newer vinyl siding.

Today you can buy vinyl and aluminum sid-
ing in a variety of widths, designs, textures and
colours. Horizontal or vertical, the choice is
yours. Vinyl siding, particularly, can match just
about all architectural styles. Historic homes
have been clad completely in vinyl right down
to fine decorative vinyl mouldings, and have
managed to keep their period look 1ntact.

Both aluminum and vinyl are applied in
much the same way, and both are available
with insulated backing, or designed to take
drop-in panels of insulation. Because alu-
minum is a poor insulator, it’s often put up
over rigid insulation. Patterns on vinyl may be
shallower than on aluminum, but the two fin-
ishes do look similar.

Vinyl is more flexible than aluminum, and
therefore easier to work with, but both take lots
of cutting and fitting for a first-class job. It
vinyl’s out on an improperly prepared wall,
unevenness may show through more than with
aluminum, and incorrect fitting (vinyl expands
and contracts with exposure to temperature
extremes) can make it snap under a sharp blow.
It can buckle, which can also happen to alu-
minum in the heat of the summer sun.

While vinyl won’t take bumps and knocks
well in extremely cold weather, it does have a
high resistance to dents. Because colour runs
through the whole panel, chipping 1s not a
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problem, but some colours may be prone to
fading more than others.

The colour of aluminum siding comes from
enamel that’s baked on at a factory. This finish
can chip and peel if the siding 1s dented, which
with plastic if a stray baseball or even a heavy
hailstorm comes aluminum’s way. Scratches
too can be a problem, but like vinyl, aluminum
siding panels can be removed and replaced
without too much trouble.

There’s less wind noise transmitted with
vinyl than with aluminum, but aluminum 1s
fireproof.

Cleaning vinyl can be accomplished with
soap and water. It maintains that “new” look
for years. More work 1s necessary to spruce up
aluminum, which can fall victim to fading and,
in some climates, chalking. This 1s what hap-
pens when paint sheds pigment and leaves
behind a fine powder. In excessive cases the
siding the paint is supposed to protect can be
left exposed.

If aluminum siding sits above bricks, chalk-
ing can leave streaks. A strong solution of hot
water and dish detergent mixed with elbow
grease should get rid of them.

If you’re having a tough time deciding
between aluminum and vinyl siding, keep your
eyes open when you’re out and about in the
neighbourhood. If a particular house finish
catches your eye, it’s worth talking with the
homeowners to find out particulars like what
material was used, was it professionally
installed or a do-it-yourself job, and how happy
are they with the results.

And talk to professional siding suppliers and
installers to learn as much as possible about the
products you’re considering buying.

This article is provided by local realtors and
the Ontario Real Estate Association (OREA)
for the benefit of consumers in the real estate
market.

Lamont Leone, Vice President and Branch Manager of
Countrywide Town Centre Realty Inc. at 245 Main Street
East, Milton in the Carriage Square plaza, is pleased to
announce the appointment of 4 award winning sales repre-

sentatives...

Diane Carway, Ed Proveau, Norma Proveau and Joan Tattrie-

Hollings.

These 4 professionals have over 54 combined years of real
estate experience in the Town of Milton and our surrounding

countryside.

Please join me in welcoming Diana, Ed, Norma and Joan to

our staff. They can be contacted by phone at 878-9100 or

drop by our office for a visit. The opportunity to be of service
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to the home owners of Milton will be a most welcomed one.
Our commitment is “to deliver the best real estate services
possible”. We look forward to your call.

Ed Proveau
15 Years or Service

Diane Carway
12 Years of Service
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Joan Tattrie-ollings
17 Years of Service

Norma Proveau
10 Years of Service
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- Treat your family to this spacious 4 bdrm home located in a
low traffic area. Features include Garden Kitchen with a walk-
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out to patio, separate Living & Dining rm, main fir Family rm
with gas fireplace, main fir Laundry, 3 Washrooms, Rec
Room & central air. Calt Bill Currie at 878-4944 for a list of
upgrades. Offered at $282,500.
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Call Bill Currie at 878-4944 for details on this
building offering four - two bedroom apartments
and two - one bedroom apts. Listed at $469,000.

REDUCED TO SELL
~ |deal for young family or empty nester. 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, fireplace in liv/din room, eat-in kitchen. Near

0 schools, shopping, parks, bus route, etc. Now only

~ long-term
- Close to town. 3+ bed-
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~ $174,900. Call Sam to view at 878-4444,
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o>  BOARD & BATTEN FARM HOUSE

= (ffering 4 bedrooms and 2 baths, with a view in all
per directions. 83 acre corner farm with a bank barn with
- hydro and water. Asking $369,000. Make your dream
come true. Please call Audrey.

NEW LISTING
3 bedroom Townhouse, 2 piece ensuite, fridge,
stove, fenced back yard. Excelllent tenants
would like to stay. $127,900. Please call
Audrey.

TWO GAS FIREPLACES
You'll be impressed with the space of this 3 bedroom home. Features
include large eat in kitchen, separate dining room, formal iving room

- wiireplace, ground floor family room w/fireplace & walkout 1o deck &
great location. Offered at $142,900. Call le Currie at 878-4944.

WANTED

Country home for |

lease.

mscm KILBRIDE $229,900
|'00|T|S garage ~ 3 bedroom country bungalow nestled on a gorgeous
= acre near Kilbride. Privacy, great views and much

more. Please call Tim Dobson 10r an appolnlmem
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CaII Us Flrst ot
Call Us Last

w YOU OWE IT TO 818 4444

-800:006-3268

YOURSELF TO

caLL us! |

\I|3|t Chnis’ Wehsue at
http //new-all.com
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You wouldn't believe the space in this 4 level
home! Gas heat and central air. Inground pool.
All for only $183,900. Call Audrey or Chris.

WALK TO
Contact Bill Currie at 878-4944 to view this end
unit. Features include 3 bedrooms, 3 washrooms,
separate dining room, formal living room with
walkout, eat in kitchen, finished rec room, many
upuradﬂs Yours for $129900

In this 4 bdrm two storey home. Enjoy the central
air conditioning and the inground pool on those hot
summer days. $269,000. For your privateé inspec-

tion please call Ron Twiss 3?8-405_6 or 8_?3_-4444.

SHOP AND COMPARE
This three bedroom townhouse and its complex are
both equally desirable. Upgrades include newer
kitchen, bathroom, windows, roof shingles, driveway,
garage floor and more. Call Wayne Casson to view
this home priced at $132, 900

$159,900.

Easy care bungalow closa to schools, recreation,
shopping, 2 bedrms and bath on EACH level, cent
air, finished fam room, computer area, and wood-
stove brick hearth for warm winter gathenngs Please
call Doug Butson for details.

COIII.SOII AVIIIIII
Contact Bill Currie at 878-4944 to view this three bed-
room home offering eat-in kitchen with walkout, combo
living room & dining room, rec room, den, 3washroums
central air and above ground pool.

CONSIDERING CAMBRIDGE? |
Take a look at this lovely semi with ceramics in kitchen
& bath, finished rec room, 3+1 bedrooms (or more). '
Freshly decorated throughout. $120,900. Contact Collin |
Stewart
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