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Photo by GRAHAM PAINE
Amateur astronomer Leslie Webb sets up to view the sky from his Milton backyard. More

often, he travels to a Hamilton observatory or carts his gear up Highway 25 past Acton to get
a better look.
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‘95 LUMINA APV

V6, automatic, AWFM cassette, 7 passenger seating, stripe package,
only 57,000 kms. Comes with 6 month wafranty Stock #P1690
995 | «. 214,995
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‘96 CHEV SILVERADO 3 DR EXT CAB 4X4
5.7 eng., ar cond., AWFM cassette and CD player, Z71 package, P/seat, P/wind., |
tit, cruise, P/D locks, bucket seats, and console, alum. wheels, two tone, trailer tow |

- package, box finer, balance of factory wamranty. Stock #P1671
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‘94 OLDS CIEFIFIA

‘94 NISSAN ALTIMA GXE
4 door. P/windows, PD locks, tilt, cruise, air cond., AM/FM | 4 door, V6, automatic O/D, AM/FM cassette, P/W, PDL, tit,

' cruise, ar cond. Spotless inside and out.

cass. tless throughout. Stock #P1662
. al Stock #P1609
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By IRENE GENTLE
Special to The Champion
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Mr. Webb decided that in 1998 he’d see his
first total solar eclipse. For two-years he
planned a trip to Antigua, where a dry chmate
should have been perfect for an unfettered
view of the late February event.

“It rained,” reported a bemused Mr. Webb.
“Then there were patchy clouds. There were
pockets of blue sky, so literally 1t was like
Russian roulette.”

That left the star buff with a decision.
Should he stay put and hope for high winds to
clear the sky, or grab a cab and race to the
other side of the island in hopes of a clear blue
yonder?’

Mr. Webb stayed put. It looked like a good
bet as clear skies held out for up to 90 per cent
of the eclipse. Then the clouds came back.

“It turned out there was a pocket in the
cloud on the other side of the island, so 1if I'd
gone north instead of south I'd have won,’
said a let down Mr. Webb. “Even Ben
Johnson couldn’t have moved that fast. But
that’s the Murphy’s Law of amateur astrono-
my.”

It’s also the nature of eclipses. With the
shadow of a typical eclipse being only about
60 miles wide, that means there’s a narrow
range for the phenomenon to be seen.

Then there’s the time factor: A total eclipse
lasts only two minutes, meaning even Jacques
Villeneuve couldn’t have gotten Mr. Webb to
the other side of the island 1n time

Still, Mr. Webb was in Antigua, after all.
He is not exactly shattered. In fact, he’s stll
kind of awed.

“I’ve seen a partial eclipse before but 1t’s

‘95 GMC SAFARI VAN
8 pass. seating, 4.3 eng., auto O/D, P/windows, PD locks, air cond.,

cass., tilt, cruise, fiber glass running boards. Exceptionally clean.
Stock #P1674
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‘95 CHEV CAVALIER 2 DOOR

| = % b = 1 ¥

A little rain falls on star-gazer’s parade

nothing the same.” With the total eclipse,
“You have about 10 minutes of this eerie light
and then it goes dark. The birds get quiet

i

even come out. You could see Venus come
out on the western horizon.”

Plus, it’s Antigua.

“I bought an atlas where it had written this
eclipse would take place in the Siberia. I don't
know how they made that kind of a mistake,”
said Mr. Webb.

“If that were the case my wife
said ‘See you when you get back, honey.” But
this way you get a week in Antigua out of it.’

[f cloud s a natural annoyance (O

amateur stargazers, €ve

would have

COver 18
n more irritating 1s
man-made invasion of the skies. It’s caused
by city lights.

“What’s changed dramatically since I start-
ed this hobby is the light pollution. Your own
backyard isn’t a great place to look anymore,”
said Mr. Webb, who travels to a Hamilton
observatory or carts his gear up Highway 25
past Acton to get a better look.

Mr. Webb also warns against buying the
wrong equipment.

“The amateur has better equipment than the
professional had 40 years ago.

The problem is if you buy equipment at
department stores you can’t see anything with
it,” said Mr. Webb.

“And you don’t have
especially if you don’t know how to use it.
That’s like buying a Maserati without know-
ing how to drnive.”

to buy a telescope,
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‘94 CHEV SILVERADO PICK-UP

V8, automatic, P/windows, P/D locks, tilt, cruise, AM/FM cassette, air.
cond., sliding rear window, spit seat, alum. wheels. Sold and service by
us. Comes with 6 month warratny Stock #3110A
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‘92 BUICK REGAL LIMITED

.
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A 1 14 door, V6, auto. O/D, P/W, P/DL, air cond., AM/FM cassette, buck-
4 cyl., automatic, ar cond., AM/FM cassett Ise wipers
and trunk release. white with blue bucket 53515%% a 000 kms. | €t seats & console, tilt, cruise, and much more. Extra clean ﬂ'lrough-*

Come with 6 mmm wamanty Stock #P1671

out Stock #P1656




