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Private sector to build and operate Highway 407

B P_AUL MITCHISON grave concerns,” she said. “I know the private sector can get ~ Butif it’s a private-sector project, he said, it’s important that the
Special to The Champion things done quickly and efficiently.” toll structure is low enough that it diverts traffic from the already
For sale: The nght to build and own two new highway exten- Officials at the press conference refused to qpe(,ulate on when overburdened Toronto-bound routes.

sions, one existing highway, and the right to charge drivers for the tender would be awarded and when construction 1s likely to “If the tollmg 1S 1N puth hands like it is now (in the completed
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— not for the fll‘%l time — pldns. (O thL tht, pnvatf., Sector bmld a chi()n, said the best Halton UfﬁC-i‘dlS Cdll h()pc for 1s to have the prmﬂ; sector,’ " said Mr. Wnnﬂ “In pn\ ate hands the Y i:ll*f‘hl UHH
user-pay Highway 407. area portion of project built by the year 2001. have an interest in retiring debt, rather than in diverting traffic.”

But members of the Mike Harris government were on hand to U s E D c A R s PE c ’ A Ls

argue that this latest initiative will lead to a better deal for taxpay-
ers than a proposal originally announced a few years ago by the
_“’j199? aoﬂgaNom4dr, magenta ...... e s-n.ngs | 1995 Plymuth Voyager wagon, driftwmd $13,995 
1997 Dodge Stratus, 4 dr., fed.,;...m.-;'.;-_1..-.'._:;._.:*.,.sw.ms._ mﬁ P,vmom,, Gr Voyager LE, wagon, green .$15,995

former NDP government.
Rob Sampson, Minister without Portfolio with Responsibility
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for Privatization, said the latest method gets the job done faster

and cheaper for taxpayers, and boosts the economy.
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“The highway will be sold through a fair, open and competitive
process designed to gain maximum value for the provinc
will proceed with the sale only if certain conditions are met,” said
Mr. Sampson. “Our intention is to have the private sector extend
the length of Highway 407 at no cost to taxpayers.”

The Halton portion involves a 24-kilometre extension of the
QEW and Highway 403 juncture in Burlington, to Highway 407

Central from Highway 403 and Ninth Line on the Mississauga-
Milton border.

Some design, property acquisition and construction has been
completed, and major interchanges at each end are partially built.

It’s expected the project would help ease congestion and reduce
wear on the QEW and Highway 5

Joyce Savoline, Halton regional chair, said she wants the long-
delayed project to happen as quickly as possible, and welcomed
the announcement.

“If this process is going to take a long time, then we have some

Dateline

Tuesday Mar. 3

Milton Toastmasters holds its annual International Speech
and Evaluation Contest at the Royal Canadian Legion at 7:30
p.m. Contact Las Polcz at 878-1394 for more information.

Tuesday Mar. 3 -4

Cultural Interpretation Training Sessions run from 6:30 to
9:30 p.m. at Glen Abbey Recreation and Aquatic Centre, locat-

ed at 1415 Third Line in Oakville. Contact the Halton
Multicultural Council at 842-2486 for more information.

Wednesday Mar. 4

Registrations will be taken for September at the Hornby Co-
operative Nursery School’s open house from 10 to 11:30

a.m. Morning and afternoon classes are available. For more
information, call 878-5211.

Thursday Mar. 5

Overeaters Anonymous meets every Thursday at 10 a.m. at

Bethel Christian Reform Church on Hwy. 7 in Acton. Call 878-

1039 or 878-2545 for more information.

The Canadian Federation of University Women, Milton

and District, holds its next general meeting at Hugh Foster

Hall at 7:30 p.m. Dr. Kin Chung, acupuncturist, will be the
- guest speaker. New members are always welcome.

Friday Mar. 6

Enjoy a ham dinner at St. Paul’s United Church from 5 to 7
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