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RE6 — The Canadian Champion, Tuesday, February 10, 1998

e February ‘blahs’

Spring is still a few months away, fall is long
gone and summer is just a distant memory.
Guess what? You’re stuck smack dab in the

Sprucing up your home helps beat th

ter. It can be a bit messy, but can be completed
room by room in a fairly short period.

started on an in-law apartment, the winter offers
a chunk of time that could be put to good use.

decade or so. It would certainly help during
spring cleaning when you need somewhere to
put all the boxes of winter stuff.

Apart from laying concrete floors, just about

Bedrooms, dens and especially dining room are _
anything is possible including putting up walls

excellent candidates for sprucing up.

middle of winter and you’ve got the February Don’t let the February blahs get the better of

blahs!

owners go a bit stir crazy and need some reliet
to get over the *hump’. Well, why not put the
mid-winter blahs to good use and tackle some
of those interior renovations and decorating
jobs you’ve been putting off?

Now 1s a perfect time to take a look inside
your home and get a head start on those
upgrades that never seem to get done when the
weather 1s nice. Things like carpeting, wallpa-
pering, painting, adding new lighting, or even
Kitchen, bathroom and basement renovations
can easily be accomplished right now while you
have the time.

Your main consideration is to assess how
much a job will disrupt the household. In win-
ter, family members don’t have the option of
spending time outside during extensive renova-
tions, so a job such as installing hardwood
floors would be difficult. As well, most major
painting jobs need to be undertaken in the sum-
mer when ventilation is possible.

On the other hand, many home improvements
make ideal winter jobs. Installing new carpets 1s
an extremely popular winter upgrade for many
homeowners. Redoing a den, rec room or bed-
room will not only add spice, but give greater
comfort and warmth.

You shouldn’t be concerned about replacing
every carpet in your home, because slush and
snow are bound to be tracked throughout. A
good move would be to delay re-carpeting your

= liying room or front hallway until the weather
improves. Anything else 1s fair game.
Wallpapering is a chore ideally suited to win-

Papering vour dining room can be accom-

papering job on a child’s bedroom can do won-
ders to make the winter easier to take.

Lighting is another item that can make your
winter more palatable. Replacing the chandelier
in your dining room can be a real winner, and
for an added twist, you could install track hight-
ing in your living room or den. Don’t forget
hallways - an antique lamp picked up at a curio
shop can greatly improve the ambience.

The above suggestions could all be consid-
ered cosmetic in nature, but you shouldn’t dis-

count the value of undertaking more major §%

upgrades during the winter.

Functional improvements such as kitchen and
bathroom renovations are among the most like-
ly to increase the net worth of your home.
Surveys have shown that most prospective buy-
ers rate these above a new pool, deck or exten-
sive landscaping. In addition, most contractors
are busiest in the spring and summer, SO you
stand a good chance of getting a favourable rate
if professionals are involved.

Adding new kitchen cupboards 1s a fairly
workable upgrade. The kitchen can still be used
for food preparation during construction and
meals could be taken in the dining room or den.

If you’re lucky enough to have two or even
three bathrooms, why not select one of them for
renovation? Again, contractors may work for
less during the winter, SO you may come out
ahead of the game.

Another excellent opportunity for improve-
ment exists in your basement. If you’ve been
thinking about adding a new rec room or getting

and ceilings, or laying carpet

your Cclfﬁr Urgaragé and build that shelving
you’ve been promising yourself for the last

Associate Broker

them. The winter months offer a great chance to

over with now so you’ll have more time to
enjoy the summer when it finally armves!
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905-877-5211

Wildlife Preserve

Watch the birds from your
private backyard of this
gorgeous 3 bedroom towje
house in Acton.  Eat-in g8

boards, large
2 piece
basement with walk-out to

PO v

fenced yard and no
one behind you.
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| PAUL PAGE

4 SALES REPRESENTATIVE
" OFFICE

878-7777
RES.

8-2995

INDUSTRIAL SPACE
FOR LEASE

500 SQUARE FEET
f—'ree standing bldg., drive-in doors,

16 ft. clean, finished offices. $4.50

S

2,000 SQUARE FEET

e Loading dock, offices, central loca-
tion. $3.85 per square foot.

1564 SQUARE FEET

e Drive-in door, finished offices. $4.00
per square foot.

RETAIL SPACE

e 800-3000 sq. feet. $7.75/square foot.

:
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e

SHERY
GRAY

Sales Representative

Office: 878-7777
Res. 875-1121
Tor. Line 825-4485

Since 1984

®Bungalow or split level In
i/ Timberlea or Bronte Meadows

® Townhouse, Childs Dr., Satok,
Ontario St., Pitfield, or Laurier -
FIRM BUYERS

In condition,

Serving Milton | call Sheryl Gray at 878-777

...........
............

Country but close to town.

CAROLE D.
BUDWORTH

Call today!

er square foot Sales S ¥C Yk || when you can |
s ' Representative A r | own this great 1

MEMBER
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stone bungalow, large fenced backyard,
oversized double garage, lots of extra
parking, 2 F.P.’s, in/nanny/rental suite.

.1 Why pay rent |

B¢ Wk #l bedroom condo §

| | sion available

Brick and
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10 Beautifulorops= st Brth o\ on
neu- o ie @ D "%
kit
& shows well. Bun f —0akK kit.,

rec. rm., L- shaped |/G pool, backs

onto orchard.
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RS | ' L2\ Realty COI P- 5 onTARIOST. S,
Above the Crowd" | - e-mail: miltowne@globalserve.net INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

For the Spring Market
count on RE/MAX

{x LADYS
CRANFORD

Associate Broker

878-7T777
Res.: 875-3039
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Rural yet close to town, the best of both worlds.
Brick & stone bungalow, 2 F.P.’s, newer kitchen,
in-law suite or rent out lower level with F.R., kit.,
bdrm & bath., oversize 2 car garage, fenced rear
yard. Only $219,000.




