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Homeowners get the famlly splrlt W1th backyard rinks
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their starts on the backyard rinks at
their family homes. Perhaps a bud-
ding Jose Chouinard or Elizabeth
Manley enjoyed the same advan-
tage. Whatever the case, one
enduring memory young skaters all
hold is the rollicking fun of winter
days spent on the family rink.

Not only does a good backyard
rink give children a chance to
develop their skating skills, it gives
the whole family a place to laugh
and unwind, but most importantly,
a place to spend time together.

Even though backyard rinks
have become a tradition, many
homeowners still don’t know how
to go about building a rink that will
last the season and provide a suit-
able skating surface.

Most will simply clear the snow
from a patch of level ground 1n
their backyard, get out the hose,
and start flooding on the first cold
day. Unfortunately, this method
almost certainly leads to a rink
which either refuse to ice over
properly, or is so unstable and lop-
sided as to be unusable.

There 1s a way to build a suc-
cessful backyard rink. It involves a
little planning and modest outlay,
but the results are well worth the
trouble.

The first rule 1s to always use a
plastic liner. This is crucial. You
may balk at the expense, but lack
of a liner 1s the single greatest fac-
tor in having a rink that doesn’t set
correctly. Even though the ground
may be frozen, water will never

kitchen with qualty

2 ACRES BUSINESS
Over 2 aaes for dry industrial uses. Complete with fine
home and bamn, ideal for small business, landscaping, dog
kennel, storage facility etc. Subject to application approval.
Located just north of 401. Excellent investment  oppor-
tunity! $299,00 John Weide

- o hWR%IEﬂ‘DUCED &O#HNI‘FY ESTATE A lO'H $63
et 45 frepkace, wra ﬁmsgmund saiase and cathedral e‘é’&“ﬁw
ings.

ettle in the shape of a rnink unless
IL HldS SUILTK i.ll'i-:e:;;___, L0 COlLILalll L. 11K
liner must also be free of holes and
seams.

You can purchase a sheet of 40ft.
by 100ft. industrial plastic at most
building supply stores. Check for
availability beforehand, and use
the dimensions of your backyard
as well as the plastic as the yard-
stick for determining the size of
your rink. Remember that you’ll
need to leave a fair amount of plas-
tic for overhang.

Before you run out to but a sheet
of plastic though, there’s some
preparation to attend to.

Obviously, you’ll have to pick
out an area in your backyard which
1s relatively level. No yard 1s per-
fect, but the flatter the ground sur-
face, the easier the rink will be to
build and flood.

After you pick your spot and
clear the snow away, you'll need to
decide 1f you want to build boards
for your rink or simply use snow
for the sides. Boards are by far the
best, but it 1s possible to forgo
them.

[f you choose boards, you'll
want two-foot high section of ply-
wood. They’ll have to be attached
to two-by-four inch posts, so some
digging will be necessary to anchor
the posts. As you can see, the
process gets a bit labour-intensive,
but the boards can be used for
many winters to come.

If you decide to use snow for the
sides of your rink, you’ll need to
be particularly careful that the
snow is packed tightly and as verti-
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cally as possible. Pile snow around the
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Basically, you'll be making a two-foot
high wall of packed snow.

The next stage is to apply the plastic
sheet to your rink. First, check the plas-
tic thoroughly for holes or tears. Again,
it’s extremely important that the sheet
be large enough to overhang the sides
of the rink. Then, place the sheet over
your rink and either staple 1t to the
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boards or weigh it down securely over

Now comes the critical step - tlood-
ing. Two factors will make or break
this endeavour: temperature and atten-
tiveness.

You should keep your eye on the
weather forecast and pick a two- or
three-day period when the temperature
is expected to rise no higher than -6 or
-7 C. Estimates range from about 12 to
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Surf the Net - (Email us your comments and requests.)

http://www.millpond.on.ca.
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24 hours for the rink to fill
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a must. Check constantly to make sure
the plastic liner hasn’t been pulled
down by the water’s weight. It could
take up to four days for the ice to
become completely solid, so resist the
temptation to skate or walk on 1t pre-
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Askmg only $249 900 4 bedrooms main floor famlly room hmshed
re/room with bar. For a feature sheet or for your exclusive appointment
to view or for more jnformation please ask for Stewart Haddon, Associate
Broker at 876-0633 or Res. 878 3333
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Southwest of Camp sndered by many as the pr
quahty b |shed lower level -
red creek with pond
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e $125,000. 3 bedroom townhouse. Master ensuite bathroom. Air conditioned. Eat in kitchen. Exclusive listing. Call Mark Mallalieu.
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CARLISLE
$279,000

118 acres. Ideal building site for
estate home or horse farm, land is

level, rolling, treed in parts,

investigate!
John Weide 844-5000




