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Grassroots e

By WILMA BLOKHUIS
Special to The Champion

What began as a grassroots effort to combat
drug and alcohol abuse among teens has devel-
oped into an Internet site.

From the initial idea contained in a letter from
Dick Cave and his wife Sally Leppard, co-chairs
of an Oakville Community Consultation
Committee, a coalition was formed to address
prevention and treatment for substance abuse,
and the role of law enforcement for abusers.

Within that coalition are four work groups,
one of which was given the task of developing
an Internet web site for Halton on substance
abuse.

Halton’s ‘Substance Abuse Prevention Tool
Kit: Be Part of the Game Plan’ is now reality.
The interactive web site was officially launched
recently with representatives of the various par-
ticipating groups expressing their satisfaction
with a job well done.

The new Internet site is the first of its kind in
Ontario.

The “Tool Kit’ can be accessed on the Internet
at: http://substanceabuse.region.halton.on.ca

For those without Internet access, there is a
book titled ‘Be Part of the Game Plan: A Tool

Kit for Halton Community’ available. Both the
Internet site and book contain statistics on sub-
stance abuse among youth, information on what
action can be taken to prevent this abuse, and a
listing of community resources and who to con-
tact for help.

About a year ago, Mr. Cave and Ms Leppard
sent letters expressing their concerns over
teenage drug and alcohol abuse to Joyce
Savoline, chair of Halton Region. They had
noticed an increase in substance abuse among
high school students.

Few statistics

Mr. Cave also complained about the lack of
statistics kept regarding youth crime and sub-
stance abuse. At the time only regional statistics
were kept for all crimes committed — there were
no separate statistics kept on crimes committed
by youth.

“The link between poor health, substance
abuse and crime is a potentially significant
1ssue,” he said, “and no real statistics were avail-
able at the time, and still not today.”

Since then, the Halton Regional Police Service
has changed its record keeping and now keeps
statistics on youth crime in Halton, says Ean
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Actual size* Actual price?*

Only at
Bell Mobility

can you get the

g/ world’s smallest

” phone for possibly
the world’s smallest

price. Just put your

hand up to it and

see why it’s the mobile

phone everyone wants.

Motorola StarTAC |

*All items are exactly as shown.

Offer valid from October 27 to December 31, 1997, for new and existing customers on select plans; minimum term/extensions and other conditions apply.
Offer subject to change, not combinable with other offers; available at participating dealers, while supplies last. Phone may not be exactly as shown. Talktime charges,
applicable taxes, long distance, connection charge, annual system access fee, roaming & optional features extra. OAC. Offer valid on model SP 6000EC.

WIRE-LESS CONNECTIONS INC.
Bell Mobility Centre

377 Main St. E., Milton, Ontario L9T 1P7
Tel: (905) 878-1113
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Algar, deputy chief. About 1,600 youth crimes
were committed in Halton last year, he said,

Deputy Chief Algar explained the Halton
Police support the web initiative, describing it as
an investment towards combating youth sub-
stance abuse and crime.

“We can save $7 for every dollar spent on
recidivism prevention,” said the deputy chief.

According to the introduction to the “Tool Kit’
web site, drug and alcohol abuse influence the
lives of 74 per cent of Ontario’s population, and
costs the provice about $9.2 billion for health
care, law enforcement and lost labour productiv-
ity.

Support for this initiative also came from
youth themselves.*

Drug abuse up

Drug use among teenagers has been increasing
during the 1990s,” said Dr. Bob Nosal, chief
medical officer for Halton. “Many have experi-
mented with substances without any adverse
effects. But some have consumed alcohol and
drugs in amounts that cause them serious harm.”

Ms Savoline spoke of the work group’s energy
to be able to launch the “Tool Kit’ web site in so
little time.

Got a sports
story?
Call Steve
LeBlanc at
878-2341.
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Springers

GYMNASTIC CLUB

REGISTRATION

Monday, Dec. 1, 6-8 p.m. at the gym
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 6-8 p.m. at the gym
GYMNASTICS-A WONDERFUL WINTER WORKOUT!
MANY EXCITING PROGRAMS TO CHOOSE FROM!

* Parent & Tot * Tumble Bunnies ¢ Kindergym ¢ Senior Kindergym e
* Girls Rec * Boys Rec ¢ Co-ed Rec ¢ Teen Rec ¢ Trampoline
* Cheerleading Preparation ¢ Ability Unlimited ¢ Invitational Competitive
¢ 0.G. F Competitwe'

Milton Sprmgers Welcomeﬁ'e;fjf-'-??'
(180 Nipissing Rd., Unit 5) on Dec 13 from 2-4 p.m.
S OPEN HOUSE. Tour the

facilities, watch a competitive: team workout and fearn
more about our exc:tmg prosrams |

for our first ever CHRIST
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The DSS Satellite Dish Network offers digital picture quality at affordable prices.
Every channel is crystal clear!

Supplement your viewing needs with a Satellite System from Merv's Electronics.

WVIERV'S 878-7776

Where Quality Costs Less r‘ |

ffort orows to mclude internet site

Dick Cave

“l have seen many initiatives but not one
where the people were quite so committed as
this one,” said Ms Savoline.

Concern over drug abuse resulted in the for-
mation of a coalition of about 40 people who
have met monthly since January. Involved with
the development of this “Tool Kit’ were, among
others, the Halton Regional Health Department,
Halton’s two boards of education, the Addiction
Research Foundation, the Halton Regional
Police Service, youth groups and politicians.

All work was done in-house at Halton Region,
resulting 1in minimal costs.

For information, call Mary Tabak at the
Halton Regional Health Department at 825-6060
Ext. 7825; TTY 827-9833.

INSERTS
FRIDAY NOV. 28/97

SE Spﬁes Saam Tm I
575 ONTARIO ST. S Hmclm Education
(The Derry Centre) : |

Snui:es

NOV. 29 - 3097

" e Soums P

one 1o visit the qym 'm" '“"Wm h,

'i'l‘!i'-i‘lé

PRGN 7 TN NN TPl




