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8 — The Canadian Champion, Friday, November 28, 1997

Big oil crushing little guys, warns entrepreneur

|

By BRAD REAUME ANV ¢ “ , todose.
The Champion e @27t yWhy shouldn’t I be in this business?” he asked. “Is
John Dunstall is fighting mad. it not free enterprise?”’

With his dream of owning a gas station lying in  Mr. Dunstall operated the Husky gas bar at Steeles
ruins, and business debts clawing at him, the 43-year- Avenue and Trafalgar Road for two years, after run-
old father to five 1s not taking it lying down. ning the Esso station across the street for seven years.

The fight 1s on. Despite working long hours to keep his costs down

Mr. Dunstall will soon testify in Ottawa to a federal Mr. Dunstall said he lost money last year. He said he
parliamentary committee on price fixing in the gaso- took in a $90,000 gross by selling three million litres

line industry. of fuel at 3 cents per litre mark-up. His credit card B L Do
Liberal MP Dan McTeague of Ajax-Pickering is costs were $14,000 and salaries to employees, includ- | N |
heading the inquiry, sparked by stories like Mr. ing himself, amounted to $77,000. $ B o
Dunstall’s and spikes in retail gasoline prices. He said he was forced out of Esso by Imperial Oil ¥ | B MY no. T
Through the media Mr. Dunstall has been firing vol- bumping up his licensing fee (rent) twice in 1996. ' L BN T ;.
leys at oil companies in Ontario since he was forced to ~ “First they put it up about six to seven per cent in | 4 SRS ==
close his Trafalgar Road and Steeles Avenue gas sta- January, then they came back and virtually doubled | § ool .. & we e Y § T
tion on September 30. that in August, up to about $80,000,” he said. Ty g T
He blames the wholesale pricing policy of the big ~ Realizing he could no longer continue with Esso he [
gasoline suppliers but agrees other impediments to took over an abandoned station across the street and [ e e St i G ks B
business contributed to his decision to close. made a deal with Husky, a Western Canadian oil com- |t N i
Imperial Oil, Sunoco, Shell and Petro Canada con- pany. | ” TN " ﬁ
trol the Ontario fuel refining market, he explained. “Esso wanted to operate their stations like a -l @ ¢ CoosEEEEESes S -- e,
They are dictating the price of gas to independent McDonalds. Everything had to be consistent across [EEES S Y T S 4
operators, he said. the organization,” he said. “I was told if I didn’t like it LY e G e
If they manage to corner the market by forcing the there were 10 guys in line to take my station.” e - y
10-12 per cent of independent stations out of business, ~ Mr. Dunstall said he ended up being squeezed by | S
Mr. Dunstall said Ontario prices could match those in  Imperial Oil despite selling seven million litres of gas T SO I Sy 3
Atlantic Canada, which he says hit 73 cents a litre last in his final year, double the amount the station f= '
summer. pumped in his first year. In the end he says he made FEEC = 8 iy a0
By pushing wholesale prices up, but keeping prices less money pumping more gas. gl ' g .
at company-owned retail outlets artificially low, they =~ However, he believes oil company policies were [ . o
are forcing independents out of the business, he only one of the problems he faced. Mr. Dunstall said & |
explained. government regulations and major banks contributed FE=—
He contends the big companies have not only been to his difficulties.
forcing out independents but consolidating remaining He explained he had a signed deal with Tim | 0
outlets into fewer, larger operations. He pointed to the Horton’s for a small take-out location on his Husky lot o
new, corporate-owned Petro Canada at the comer of . but could not get financing from the bank. Bankers § . | Te——
Martin Street and Steeles Avenue as an example. were concerned about the changing nature of the gaso- Photo by GRAHAM PAINE
Another operator in Milton has experienced the [|ine station business, he noted. Former service station operator John Dunstall says the big oil companies
same problem but refused to speak for publication. In addition environmental regulators were demand- forced him out of business. He has taken his battle to Queen’s Park in
However, Mr. Dunstall figures he’s got nothing left » see REGULATIONS on page 19 Toronto and Ottawa’s Parliament Hill.
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> Please Help Us
@e Light Our Tree
. Again ThtsA v
&S Christmas An -

B We'll Hel Hospital

Decorate Yours! Foundation

e |n 1991 the Milton District Hospital Foundation began a Christmas fundraiser

Milton
\ District

Mi D3 4 I which will run twelve years. We are now entering year seven of our BUY A R ’\4
ilton -IStlI ict 3 BULB_r FOR }'!}E I-_IOSPI]r}éI. cBampai n eiagd for $10. orghn}flore you,can help us ltiglht E ea’ e’(aésc
% our Tree of Caring. The Buy a Bulb campaign has raised approximate
Hosplta e $220,000. over theg ast Six yegrs and has sugpligd the funds necE:-Esary to pury- aSy as

g chase equipment wlgich is used within the Hospital. This year donations raised

through your generosity will be used to helﬁ] Li?IcliJ the $300,000. necessary to 276 MAIN ST. EIll
¢ .

BRI  finance a new cardiac monitoring system for

I And because it’s Christmas, the Foundation would like to again say “Thank You” 878-4 1 7 1

A by offering a beautiful tree ornament to all our Buy a Bulb donors.
RIS A DONATION OF $150. AND OVER, lights a large string of bulbs on the Tree of
i Fig 3 Ceirigg 'ﬁ?d 1theDdt:mvz:-rf vg}r\ll receive t?ﬁ seTgentlg) c;{nbagmen} ilnig's adlimitedseditiasn series ROBERT (PlE) LEE, B.Sc.
' Y entitled “The 12 Days of Christmas”. Is glass ball beautifu epict “Seven Swans a
Swimming” from theyseventh verse of this famous son'g. Liml);e_d I:t)o 96 pieces, you'll | | . LIFE INSURANCE AGENCY
want to order early. We still have a few previous year's ornaments available. If you require one to start or com- Life - Disability - Annuities - RRIFs - LIFs
plete your collection please contact the Foundation Office at 905-878-2383 Ext. 2170. RRSPs - Mutual Funds (Lic. with M.S.I.L.)

DONORS OF $50. TO $149. participating for the seventh year will light a small string of lights on the tree and Miltowne

will receive an attractive red and gold coloured poinsettia shaped ornament. We also have a few previous year
ornaments available in the donation range. Insurance

DONORS OF $10. TO $49. light a single bulb and they will receive a “fluffy” ornament of their choice.

30 Derry Road East
878-2383

L # t » l
i[i_l interiors inc.
 Broadloom

# ’Viny[ fban’ry
* Pergo flooring
* Images

*

' LR — -
(F

* Ceramic tiles " This gear }avg ar;ghagaa}n é}fferfng to alld our gUFA BC%JLB sup%oners I.a cgan?sgaowi?ha tzjeautit;ul hﬁnd’cgaftqﬁ Agency Ltd.
' W < wooden sled. is sled was donated to the Foundation and is valued at . 1he araw lor the sled wi Group Life & Health & Pension
* Solid WO‘{‘{ \ take glace on Mondeg, December 22nd. The sled will be on display at the Tree Lighting ceremony which :
¢ C.I.L. paint : will be held on Tuesday December 2nd. 245 COMMERCIAL ST.
340 Main Street East, fargre‘it ad.vle &r A special tree will be it with I please make your cheque payable (X We will be offering a pick MILTON L9T 243
Milton, Ontario LOT 1P4 Jreat prices. wh}:le lights l'c} honour those up service for those requir- | | OFFICE 878-5786
who are no longer with us. THE MILTON DISTRICT HOSPITAL FOUNDATION ing transportation to the = 878-3692
(905) 878-3435 Dones ememberngaloved |30 Derry Road E, Milton, Ont. L9T 2X5 | T Lighing ceremony. || g, 878-1150
Bth Cam aigngwi“ ne ouyd | indicating “BUY A BULB’ on the outside of your envelope. Foundation office for
CAROLE D. charming keepsake “’”a“‘e”‘-l Use this handy ORDER FORM T N,

BUDWORTH | MILTON DISTRICT HOSPITAL FOUNDATION - BUY A BULB FOR YOUR HOSPITAL

Sales i ORDER FORM :
Representative |, Name Phone # ;
MEMBER | Address I
= .
Rl%idbl( Seven Swans a Swimming (donation of $150. and over) Christmas Fuzzy ornament (donation of $10.) I
ke : Red and gold coloured poinsettia shaped Your choice: Angel Sno »;man :
CLUB ornament (donation of $509. to $149.) Santa Reindeer
. ! | would like to remember a loved one and purchase a single white light or a string of bulbs in memory of ! THERMOSHELL/
RE/MAX Miltowne Realty Corp. || : TWISS PUELS
22 Ontario St. S. | ORNAMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE AFTER NOVEMBER 17TH, 1997. Please phone or visit the Foundation Office to arrange for pick-up or delivery of your omament ]
Milton. Ontario § If you require a previous year ornament, please contact Donna McLaughlin at (905) 878-2383 Ext. 2170. L 87 8_6380
’ I 3 | WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE BUY A BULB CAMPAIGN BUT | DO NOT WISH AN ORNAMENT i
878-7777 L — — — — — REQURE TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROMTHE CEREMONY. _ ___Thank you forcanng._ _ _j| 32 STEELES AVE. UNIT 15, MILTON
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