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Complying with current pay equity laws will kill
Red Cross home care service because it can’t afford to
pay up, said a spokesman for the organization’s
Ontario division.

The Red Cross is calling for amendments to make
wage requirements for all homemaker agencies more
equitable to avoid closing its service, which is used by
70,000 elderly people in 90 Ontario communities,
including Milton.

“We have been working for a year with the min-
Istries of labour and health to ensure there is no dis-
ruption to our clients,” said Allen Prowse, Red Cross
Ontario zone general manager.

“Given the government’s emphasis on community
care, we are calling on legislators to eliminate the
unintended impact of the existing pay equity law on
the future of home care in Ontario. This matter must
be remedied so that our service continues to the clients
and the government’s priorities for home care can be
preserved.”

However, the walls are closing in as wages are due
to jump from an average of about $10 to 11 per hour
to approximately $17 per hour on January 3.

The service is provided to 472 clients in north
Halton, keeping many of them out of nursing homes,
said Valerie Cook, manager of Red Cross Homemaker
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Services in Halton. In July, 64 homemakers put in
7,492 hours making 4,349 visits to clients in Milton
and Halton Hills.

Ten of Halton’s clients are more than 100 years old,
Ms Cook said.

Homemakers services include bathing, cooking and
light housekeeping.

The Red Cross posted its pay equity plan in 1990,
using a method that compares unrelated jobs held
mostly by women to jobs within Red Cross held most-
ly by men, said Red Cross president Gabrielle Moule.

The organization’s smaller competitors in home-
maker services achieved pay equity by another
method known as the proxy option, which capped pay
equity obligations at 3 per cent of overall payroll.

But the proxy option was recently overturned by a
court ruling that Ontario’s attempt to cap salaries vio-
lated equality guarantees in the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms.

“I"m sure that once the Ontario legislators realize
that the pay equity requirement represents a one-time
pay hike of 45 per cent, that common sense will pre-
vail,” said Ms Moule.

“Surely they’ll recognize that no employee — par-
ticularly a non-profit agency — can possibly absorb
that kind of an increase and continue operating.”

Closing down would mean laying off 350 home care
workers in Halton and a total of 6,400 across Ontario.
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Specialists on Volkswagens Fuel injection & Diesels
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JIM & KEN are pleased to
announce that STEVE DUDAS has
joined théir team of licensed
technicians to help expand their
services to include exhaust work at:

' AAcorN RADIATOR AND
YOUR BOAT, 0@ " AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
TRAILER OR R.V. IN OUR More than just a rad shop.
COMPOUND...

YOU GET THE KEY!
GERHARD & RUDY 583 MAIN ST. E.

0O 878-5330

Specialists in Customer Satisfaction
637 Main Street East, Milton

(905) 878-2076

® McCorMACK [°BI1 ACKBURN

AUTO SERVICES

e Licensed Mechanic
» General Repairs

AUTOMOTIVE

General Auto Repair
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