Few complaints about state of downtown

By KAREN SMITH

Miltonians are generally satisfied with
the Town’s upkeep of the core area, an
informal street survey shows.

The majority of people stopped on the
street by The Champion Friday said they
have no complaints about excessive
garbage or poor maintenance downtown.

“We were just commenting that it’s nice

and I'm down here a lot,” said Deb
Young, 35, a banker who was shopping
with a friend from out of town.

Waitress Taunya Walters, 21, said she’s
never thought of Milton as dirty.

"l think the Town does a good job keep-
Ing it clean. I wouldn’t complain.”

In the small sampling, 18 out of 20 peo-
ple stopped thought Milton was as clean or
cleaner than other towns.

Laura Earl and Brenda Hilson came
north from Oakville Friday to shop in a
“small town atmosphere.

“We like Milton’s country atmosphere.
[t’s like Oakville used to be,” said Ms
Earl. a 28-year-old school teacher. "It |
opened a store it would be down here.”

The question arose following complaints
by the Milton Downtown Business
Improvement Area that the Town doesn 't
spend enough time and money maintain-
ing the core, and it’s turning oft shoppers.

Two youths surveyed tended to agree
that the downtown needs to perk up.

Program
suffering

e from DARE on page 2
dents will have graduated from 1it. ‘

[t started as a pilot project in 1989 and
was well received by students, teachers,
principals and parents, Ms Slomka said.

When a lack of finances threatened the
program’s existence in its early years, out-
raged parents, including Ms Slomka,
jumped on board to help raise funds, she
said.

Run by a 15-member volunteer board of
directors, DARE is designed to provide
children with self-esteem and the willpow-
er to refuse alcohol and drugs.

Students also learn life skills such as
positive ways to deal with stress and peer
pressure as well as the means to deal with
problems without resorting to violence.

The 17-week program is taught twice a
year — in September and mid-January.

Ms Slomka said DARE plans to hold a
press conference at Halton police head-
quarters in the next couple of weeks to
make a formal appeal to the public tor
donations.

“The program benefits everyone’s chil-
dren. Many parents don’t know about 1t
until their kids are in grade 6.”

Tough bill
is proposed

e from YOUNG on page 3
vene at the first sign of drug use. and with
1 social worker or guidance counselor,

develop a plan to help their child to deal
with the problem.

1t would also crack down on tobacco
use. making it an offence for a minor to
possess tobacco on school property. “’l‘.hc
experts say it 18 possible to begin an addic-
tive lifestyle after trying your first ciga-
cette.” said Mr. Young.

He said he wished Main Street was more
lively and had youth clothing stores.

His buddy Rich Gougeon, 17, said
Milton’s centre core 1s clean, but hum-
drum.

“It’s pretty clean compared to any other
town, but it’s all getting dull now,” the stu-

The Canadian Champion, Tuesday, June 17, 1997—5

noticed too much litter on the streets.

“It needs to be cleaned up a hittle bit,”
said John Smith, 42.

He added that he believes 1t’s the
Town’s responsibility to dispose of litter
from sidewalks — a job i1t leaves up to
businesses.

have to clean it up?”

Krug’s coffee shop owner Kirk Krueger,
30, said he believes ensuring a successful
main core 1s*everybody’s responsibility —
businesses, the Town and the public.

“The Town and the people have to have
respect for their downtown core.”

PITCH-IN

‘97 CAVALIER
4-DOOR SEDAN

$16,750

VALUE PACKED: 2.2 litre engine * automatic

transmission ¢ Air conditioning * 4-wheel ABS
* Dual air bags ® Rear door child security locks
* Folding rear seat ¢ Trunk release

RS FROM ONLY s229 A

vy 31,300 down?

'Q97 CAVALIER
2-DOOR COUPE

$16,400

VALUE PACKED: 2.2 litre engine

e Automatic transmission ® Air conditioning ® Rear
spoiler ® 4-wheel ABS ® Dual air bags ® Easy entry
front seat ® Trunk release
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g8 Don't forget to use your GM Card Eamings
oSt toward The Total Purchase Price or lease down
R payment of your next new GM vehicle.'
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What's YOUr card done for YOU lately 7 5 750
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payment of any shgibie new Geneml Motors Velucle Fleet ssles and commertcial ieases
saciuted For compiste detmls on vehicke shgibdity see your General Motors Deaber B SRS S0 aanns S o s s
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You should know this: 1The buyer/lessor will receive $300 worth of Sunoco vouchers which is approximately 500 litres total, provided
gasoline is lower than 60¢ per litre. Offer expires June 30, 1997. $Based on a 36 month lease for 1997 Cavalier models only, equipped as
described. A minimum down payment of $1,300 and $300 security deposit are required. OAC. Other lease options availale. Annual kilome-
tre limit: 20,000 km, $0.08 per excess kilometre. *fFreight $620, licence, insurance and taxes not included. Dealer trade may be necessary
Dealer may sell/lease for less. See Dealer for details. **Financing on approved GMAC credit only. Example: $10,000 at 3.9% APR, the month-
ly payment is $225.33 for 48 months. Cost of borrowing is $815.84. Total obligation is $10,815. Down payment may be required.

*$1*"Offers apply to 1997 new or demonstrator models only and applies to qualified retail customers only. Limited time offers which may not
be combined with other offers. See Dealer for details.




