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Maybe it was the wind. Maybe it was apathy. Or maybe, as
Hgllon Centre MPP Terence Young suggested, area residents just
think the Ontario government is doing a great job on the health

care front.

Whatever the reason, only three people turned out for a town
hall meeting on health care issues organized by Mr. Young
recently. Although Canadians are telling tederal pollsters they are
concerned about changes to health care across the country, Mr.
Young said he doesn’t receive many local calls on the issue. The

MPP represents a portion of southern rural Milton.

"1 think maybe people are giving (Oakville South MPP) Gary
Carr and I the benefit of the doubt on this one,” he said, as he sur-
veyed the 150 empty seats at the Halton regional building audito-

rium.

Despite the small group, Mr. Young went through with his
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The Queen as Canada’s head of state
may be more important than ever in these
times of unity debates and cultural influ-
ences, according to the Monarchist League
of Canada.

“The monarchy guarantees the personal
rights of individuals and stands for the
‘'we 1n umty,” said John Aimers, domin-
ion chairman of the organization. “When
we 're fighting over what are sometimes
petty things, we have to realize that most
of the world doesn’t enjoy the same free-
doms we do.”

Mr. Aimers’ comments were made at a
special meeting of the league held at the
Oakville Public Library recently in honor

of Lady Teviot. A genealogist and wife of

a member of the British House of Lords
she 1s on tour to discuss the role of the
Royal House 1n the United Kingdom.

Mr. Aimers himself had just completed a
tour of seven western cities 1n eight days to
talk about the league and its goals.

“There was a very positive response
from the media as well as the member-
ship.” Mr. Aimers said.

The league was formed in 1970 to pro-
mote a better understanding of the consti-
tutional monarchy within Canada and now
boasts approximately 16,000 members in
30 chapters across the country.

The group has mitiated two new educa-
tional programs in the last year, including
an information package geared to students
in grades 4 - 10, as well as their own web
page (http:// www.monarchist.ca). Results
have been favourable so far, according to
Mr. Aimers.

“Although i1t’s not a particularly emo-
tional reaction, young people are loyal to
the crown as a proud boast of Canadian
identity,” Mr. Aimers said. “It sets us
apart from American influences.”

The league asserts that the monarchy and
its institutions have helped shape a distinct
Canadian identity that can resist American
social, cultural and economic inducements.

“In the United States you swear alle-
giance (o the state,” Mr. Aimers said. “In
Canada, 1it’s a more personal call of alle-
giance. We're a quieter, gentler nation.”

The Queen will be visiting several
Canadian cities this summer. which will
also mark 500 years of monarchy 1n
Canada.

“T don’t like to call 1t a visit or a tour,”
Mr. Aimers said. “It's really a homecom-
ing.”

Those interested in the League can call
John Aimers at (416) 975-2608.
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Only a trio turns out for health ¢

nplanned presentation explaining the reasons why the Ontario
Lories have made changes to the province s health care delivery
system. He emphasized the government has lived up to its
promise to maintain health care funding, and has, in fact,
increased it from an overall budget of $17.4 billion to $17.7 bil-
lion this year.

“Where we haven’t made reductions in spending, absolutely, is
in health care,” Mr. Young said.

Cuts to hospital budgets by previous governments have created
an inetficient system of half-filled buildings, requiring the govern-
ment to close hospitals in order to rationalize the system, Mr.
Young explained. Adding the savings are being reinvested in
areas where need for service 1s growing, such as long-term care,
community-based agencies and new technologies.

Locally, Halton hospitals have benefitted from extra funding
provided for institutions in growth areas, he said.

Reinvestment funding has also been provided to Halton branch-
es of the Victornian Order of Nurses ($187,000), the Canadian Red
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Y oung said.

The provincial Tories also invested $125 million to open dialy-
sis clinics in more than 10 communities, he added.

Cathy Hecimovich, one of the three people who showed up for
the meeting, was actually hoping to gather opinions, rather than
provide them. As a manager with the Halton Community Access
Centre, which provides access to home-care and other communi-
ty-based services, she was hoping to glean some ideas on ways
the centre could better work with the public. On the whole, Ms
Hecimovich said she 1s pleased with the changes she is seeing in
health care delivery.

“It’s positive that there’s a reinvestment in community care,”
she said. “I'm feeling good about it. I'm pleased with the system
and I think 1t 1s going to work better.”

However, Ms Hecimovich expressed concerns about the gov-
ernment proposal to download responsibility for public health
programs to the municipalities.
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1997 Taurus GL T el
Features B | ey | oy For 24 days only, get 1.9% no limit 48 month financing on all 1997 Taurus and
b — T T BT Sable sedans and wagons. The countdown begins June 7th and ends June 30th.
h:i::aé:f:;sz:lng : {Jp:;rml Starﬁng at .
e Automatic Transmission ; v Optional

- COMPARE 1.9% vs. B.65% BANK FINANCING - 48 MONTHS T

Amount | Cost of Borrowing at | Cost of Borrowing at YOUR
Financed | 1.9% over 48 months | 8.65% over 48 months | SAVINGS

 $15,000 | $588.96 $2,797.92 $2,208.96

$20,000 $785.44 $3,730.24 $2,944.80
$981.92

$25,000 $4,663.04 $3,681.12

WISE BUYERS READ THE LEGAL COPY. “1.9% financing available on approved credit for up to and including the purchase price of any '97 Taurus/Sable Sedan or Wagon. Some conditions apply. 11.9% financing on new in-stock 1997
Taurus GL/Sable GS with PE.P. 161A/410A for a maximum of 48 months on approved credit. E.g. $15,000 financed at 1.9% annual percentage rate for 48 months, monthly payment is $324 .77 cost of borrowing is $588.96 and total to be
repaid is $15,588.96 with $0 downpayment. Financing not available with any other offer. Limited time o*fer. **Purchase new 1997 Taurus GL/Sable GS with PE.P 161A/410A for $20,995 after $2,000 cashback deducted. Taxes payable on full
amount of purchase price before cashback deducted. Some conditions apply. #New 1997 Taurus GL/Sable GS with PE.P 161A/410A monthly lease payment of $259 based on 24 month lease from Ford Credit to qualified retail lessees, on
approved credit. Some conditions and a mileage restriction of 36,000 km over two years apply. Downpayment Taurus GL/Sable GS $2,995/83.185 or equivalent trade required. First month’'s payment and security deposit required. Limited
time offer. TTFord Credit. All offers exclude freight ($830), license, insurance and all applicable taxes. Dealer may lease and sell for less. See dealer for details. Ontano FMDA, PO. Box 2000, Oakville, Ontario LL6J 5E4




