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By LINDAKIRBY Although firefighters arrived at the scene debris for clues as the fire'’s caus
L
failed to turn up the cause of an estimated in, reducing the building to a pile of smouldering According to police, the buildings and property
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An investigation by the Ontario Fire Marshall
and Halton Regional Police detectives con-
tinues to discover the cause of a blaze that
levelled almost half of Country Pete's
furniture Store on Highway 25 near Five

firefi

for the next 36 hours.

ey =

Sideroad, last Thursday evening. Although
ghters arrived within minutes of receiv-
ing the call, the fire was out of control by the
time they arrived and continued smoldering

$500,000 blaze that demolished half of Country

Pete’s Furniture Store on Highway 25 near Five .

Sideroad Thursday evening.

Arson has not been ruled out, according to fire
officials.

The store, which went into receivership June
28, was under the watch of an outside security
guard at the time the fire broke out.

Frederick John Titus, a security agent em-
ployed by Pinkerton’s Security Service, called
Milton OPP over his CB radio a few minutes
before 9 p.m. when he noticed smoke pouring
from the north side roof area of the empty fur-
niture showroom area. |

Just one hour earlier, the building had been
recorded as secure by the guard, following the
departure of a visitor to the business premises,
said police.

Police did not disclose the name of the visitor,
but confirmed a number of people had entered
the building hours before the fire and that police
were questioning each of the people.
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rubble.

Milton firefighters worked through the night to
put out a number of small fires and were called
back several times the next day when ‘“hot
spots’’ suddenly started up again.

On the day eof the fire, a quantity of furniture
had been unloaded into an adjacent furniture
storage building.

A fire wall between the two buildings is
credited with saving the second building from
similar ruin.

Although a quantity of furniture received
extensive heat damage, approximately $50,000
worth of bedroom suites in carton boxes were
saved.

Halton Regional Police estimate total damage
at approximately $500,000.

A 24-hour police guard was set up on the
premises for most of the weekend to “protect
evidence”’ and keep away sightseers, as police
detectives and Ontario Fire Marshall Floyd
Rozell made their initial search through the

|

Ken Campbell says

parents apology

By STEVE ARNOLD
Champion News Editor

Before Halton Regional council makes an apology to one of its employees, that
employee should make a long overdue apology to educators and parents he offend-

ed more than five years ago.
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were jointly owned by father and son Umberto
and Carlos Giangrande.

Public records show the pair hold a $407,000
mortgage with the Halton Community Credit

Union in Milton.

Carlos Giangrande, 26, of Milton, confirmed
the property and buildings are insured for ap-
proximately $465,000 plus an additional $65,000
for ‘business interruption’ (loss of business).

Country Pete’'s Furniture Store

IS jointly

owned by Mike Roberts of Milton and Dan
Mangan of Rockwood. The pair also own a
second branch store in Hamiiton.

Both businesses went into receivership last

month.

At the time of the fire, the two businesses were
being managed by Cooper and Lybrand Trustees
on behalf of Peter Gignac, former owner of
Country Péte’s Furniture Store.

Mr. Gignac sold both stores to Mr. Roberts and
Mr. Magan last February.
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. Welfare

dad gets
cheque

Scraping the painted
slogans of protest from
his car last week which
declared discrimination
against male mothers,
was a symbolic gesture
for Barry Bryant.

For 15 months the
Georgetown man has
been trying to obtain
financial assistance to
enable him to stay at
home and care for his

- According to Rev. three-year-old son
e  Ken Campbell, founder- Kristoffer. The single
"president of the | EESEEEEEEE . ™ T T GRER  e father's efforts were

enaissance move-

ment, Halton’s medical
officer of health, Dr.
Peter Cole, owes an
apology to high school
principals and parents
he called “paranoid”
during a controversy in
1977.

At that time, Rev.
Campbell said, Dr, Cole

finally rewarded last
week when he received
his first welfare cheque.

When he first applied
for welfare assistance
more than a year ago he
was told to find a job
and leave Kristoffer at
a day care centrebut the
boy, then two, could not

was trying to start a cope in the day care
Birth Control Week centres where he was
campaign in Toronto placed on a trial basis.
High schools and, rather Since that time his
than seeking approval father has been fighting
from the Board of for equality which
Education for the plan, would make  him

he went directly to

eligible for the same

school principa's. benefits paid to single
i S e i mothers. With no in-
[ 40 tal:_ﬁ b come except a $26.91
:he pgdogﬁam.- nﬂfaf E;E monthly family
lfrnénle lfl::ﬂmaln:n;;,uet:l a}; allowance cheque, Mr.
l;hzit tinie as director of Bryan_t has been staying
family planning by the with his mother who has
"""" Toronto Board of provided a home for
Health. him and his son.

Rev. Campbell said
his complaint was not
with the teaching of
birth control methods,
but with the moral a
proach that Dr. Cole
would take to such a
project.

““He wasn't going in to
the schools to advocate
birth control based on
the Judeo-Christian
principles of self con-
trol, but to advocate
birth control based on
the assumption that
everyone is doing it.”" he
said in a telephone inter-
view.

Rather than teaching
school children how to
engage in premarital

'{(‘hampiun photo by Murray Rosin)

Mr. Bryant says he
doesnot know why his
local welfare office is
now paying him
benefits he was told
several months ago he
was not eligible for, but
suggests the turn about
has something to do
with a change in family
benefits legislation
which introduced
father's allowance July
1.

Although the cash has
finally started to flow,
Mr. Brvant feels he
should be compensated
for the 15 months he has
been without an income.

without fear of C t h th t. t' , He will meet the

BEA welfare division of the

ad %:E“EC:; r‘ilgnasr;ﬁ a c a I g er . Ministry of Community

' ' - o they. should be taughi A tiger cub shows 1981 Sunshine Girl of the Year, Kym businesses displaying signs for Milton Day at the African and Social Services in
Metal workers of various descriptions are getting hard to find in this

countrv but steps are being taken to train for jobs available. Frankel
Steel in Milton currently has six apprentices like Peter Cannon
(above) learning skills which are in great demand even at a time of
high unemployment.

Skilled labor needed

about the value of self
control.

Dr. Cole has been
under fire recently for
allegations that he used
strong arm tactics In
conducting an iIn-
spection of an Acton rest
home to ensure that pa-

Williamson, of Milton, a rearing good time at the African
Lion Safari. The cub certainly had something to roar about as
this Saturday is Milton day at his home in Rockton where
visitors go wild. Discount tickeis are available at local

Champion now

Inside today’s 6

Lion Safari sponsored by the Milton Chamber of Commerce.
The 500-acre drive through wildlife park features more than
a thousand exotic animals and birds.

Ontario Supreme Court
September 8 in an at-
tempt to obtain back
payments he feels are
due to him.
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