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An unavailability of top-netch
roasters has forced the popular
annual Optimist Club roast to be

Chicago Black Hawks, as the '"guest
of honor'’ for the night but commit-

ments by many of his fm team-
mates for this Friday, the scheduled
date for the_ruﬂst‘ forced the roast to

Will be issued [+ or to April 4.
The roast ha: 4lways been a fin-

ast postponed un April 30

ancial and humorous success with
last year's roast of former NHL
coach Don Eherry drawing a full

purely of é#NHLefs and fhé-i:r
availability at this time of year is

difficult to obtain. The later date

should enable more former players
to attend.

reduced the usually ”Liul:lfiF..ipp«.'.dhlté
Cherry to a prune.
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Champion

norts

Just one survivor in OMHA

THE CANADIAN CHAMPION
MILTON, ONTARIO
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 1982

THIRD SECTION

All hopes for a title rest with Optimists minor peewees

Hopes for a Milton OMHA crown have been reduced to Op-
timists minor peewees as three rep hockey teams were
eliminated in quarter-final action in a span of four days.

Optis secured the berth in the semi-final round by beating
Stratford in a fifth game Saturday at Memorial Arena while
major midget Comets, major bantam Wheelers and minor
bantam Blades put up sterling efforts in exciting series but
find themselves on the sidelines with the four other teams
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vance.

which were eliminated earlier.

Certainly hockey fans got more than their fill of com-
petitive hockey games as all four series featured closely mat-
ched teams with breaks deciding which teams would ad-

All results of all series are contained on this page. Opti-

mists begin semi-final action Saturday at 4 p.m. at Oak Ridge
and return to Memorial Arena

Sunday at2 p.m.

Comet mlle ltﬂin Hughu kiclu nut this shot while defenceman Rick Brown of the best-of-five series to end a i“il;ﬂlfﬂl major-midget Fm
ﬂumwumqmw;mmmmm mmmm-mmmuynmmm oy -

Establishing a strong physical presence from
the start of the game, Fort Erie needed a couple of
goals early in the third period before recording a
7-3 win over Milton Canadnan Tire major midget
Comets Sunday to take the OMHA quarter-final
series to the five-game limit.

The score wasn'’t indicative of the play as Com-
ets and Fort Erie were evenly matched through-

‘out the series. Exciting finishes were common-

place to the three middle games in the series.

Comets had taken a 2-1 series lead with a 4-3 win
Thursday at Fort Erie but the series was tied
when Fort Erie pulled off a 4-3 win of their own at
Memorial Arena Friday.

The scene shifted back to Fort Erie Sunday for
the deciding game. Fort Erie jumped out quickly
to a 3-1 lead but Comets tied the score at 3-3 early
in the second period.

A power-play goal midway through the period
coupled with two quick goals before the third per-
iod was five minutes old secured the win.

If the series had a turning point, it occurred in
the third period of the fourth game. ‘

Nursing a 3-2 lead, Fort Erie began a cheer on
the bench which continued for the duration of the
period. Despite playing in a foreign arena, Fort
Erie appeared the more enthusiastic team and
woii it to stave off elimination and force the fifth
game back in more familiar territory.

In the fifth game, Milton played with just one
goalkeeper, Kevin Hughes. Just prior to departure
from Milton Sunday, the other goalie, Norm Knof-
lach, quit the team because of a lack of recent
playing time.

Although Hughes was scheduled to start the fifth
game, Fort Erie seized on the opportunity of a one-
goalie opposition and ran at Hughes when the
score was close.

To theeir credit, Fort Erie left Hughes alone
when they had the lead but throughout the second
period, it was apparent Hughes was a marked
man.

At one point, the game was held up for 10 min-
utes after Hughes had been rapped several times
during a scramble. However, Hughes became
more determined and held on with a good effort.

Wheelers put up a battle
but fall in three straight

It finally struck midnight for the Cindereiia
post-season of Milton Fifth Wheel major bantams
as the club lost 4-0 Thursday and was eliminated in
three straight games by Port Colborne from
OMHA quarter-final play.

Port Colborne broke open a scoreless draw with
a goal one minute into the third period and made it
2-0 five minutes later. An empty-net goal and the
fourth marker in the final minute sealed the win
for Port Colborne.

Wheelers played the crucial game without the
services of key centreman Tim Pollen who was
serving a one-game suspension for high sticking
he picked up in the second of the series.

Milton's effective finally crumbled
early in the third period allowing Port Colborne
the two markers.

The goals were scored after Milton had two
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The final game also featured one of the most
unusually officiated games of the lot. The penalt-
ies in nimber were close with Fort Erie taking 14
minors to Milton’s 13. However, one referee called
almost all penalties against Milton with the other
referee calling the bulk of the Fort Erie penalties.

Comets started the final game quickly scoring
the first goal 10 seconds into the game. Mike Mclll-
wraith notched the goal with Rob Bourbonnais
drawing an assist.

However, just 27 seconds later a Milton penalty
produced the Fort Erie equalizer. Fort Erie
scored another power-play tally five minutes into
the Egnteat and made it 3-1 midway through the
period.

Comets closed the gap to 3-2 with a minute to go
in the period when Haskett notched a power-play
goal from a rebound. Rick Serafini assisted.

Bob Landry scored the for Milton with
a fine shorthanded effort. It was a patented Lan-
dry one-on-one and he left the defender and the
goalie in their tracks. °

Landry played the final game with a broken fin-
ger he picked up in the fourth game from a slash.
Despite playing in pain and hampered in his shot-
making, Landry didn’t let the injured finger
bother his play.

The physical style of the game continued in the
second period with both teams taking runs at each

other,

The penalties proved costly for Milton when
Fort Erie scored what later proved to be the win-

ning goal from a power play midway through the

frame.

The penalties continued and Comet Rob McCull-
penalties with just

ough picked up four minutes in
five minutes left in the period. However, Comets’
penalty-killing efforts held Fort Erie off the board.

Comets had a chance of their own to score on the

power play when Fort Erie picked up a minor in
the final minute of the period and then another just
as the period ended.

Despite enjoying a two man advantage, Comets
couldn’t get much of an offence going and this
more than anything else spurred Fort Erie.

Insurance goals at the 12.03 and 11.01 marks put

goals of their own called back. Perri Hood had
scored one of the called-back goals because of a
high stick while the whistle blew just prior to Chris
Austin slipping the puck into the net.

Goalkeeper Shawn Carnegie played well in hold-
ing Port Colborne off the scoreboard for two per-
iods. The third goal was scored into an empty net
while the fourth was notched in the final minute.

Despite going out in three straight. Wheelers put
out good efforts in each contest losing the first two
games by a single goal.

Despite finishing in second place to Georgetown
in Tri-County league play, Wheelers beat out
Georgetown two games to one to qualify for
OMHA and then pulled off the comeback of the

year in beating Owen Sound seven ts to five
needing to win the fourth, fifth and games of
the series to take the series. ?
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Fort Erie cures fever

Fort Erie ahead 6-3 with an empty-net goal late in
the game sealing the win.

In the fourth game, Fort Erie jumped ahead 1-0
but Mike Van Wart evened the score with a nice ef-
fort with five minutes left in the opening period.
Van Wart shot over the goal from outside the blue
line. Scott Rouleau and Mclllwraith worked the

puck back in front to Van Wart who drove it home.

Haskett made it 2-1 four minutes into the second
period from Landry and Terry Ellwood but three
minutes later Fort Erie tied it up.

Two goals early in the third period put Fort Erie
ahead 4-2 and the club put up a strong defensive
shell the rest of the way.

Ellwood made it exciting with a goal three min-
utes from the end but Comets couldn’t apply con-
tinued pressure in the Fort Erie zone.

It was the “Mark Haskett Show’ in the third
game as the fleet-skating leftwinger scored three
times in the final two minutes to turn a 3-1 dis-
advantage into a 4-3 win. Haskett scored his goals
at the 1.47, 1.01 and .40 second marks. McCullough
scored the first goal for Comets which drew the
club to within one at 2-1.

Milton’s hopes for an OMHA championship now
rest on the shoulders of a bunch of precocious 11
year olds.

Optimists minor peewees became the sole
surviving team to move beyond the quarter-finals
with a finely tuned 6-5 decision over Stratford ir
the fifth and deciding game of their best-of-five
series Saturday afternoon at Memorial Arena.

The club now meets Oak Ridges Acres, from the
London area, in the semi-final series. Action gets
underway Saturday at 4 p.m. in Oak Ridge with
the secend game Sunday at 2 p.m. at Memorial
Arena.

The victory required a lot of hard work on Opti-
mists’ part who came up in their toughest series of
the OMHA playduwns After winning the firsi

games, Optis dropped the next contests in over-
time and faced elimination twice .

The threat of elimination obviously made a big
impression on the players who threw out their
individual game plan and restored to a better
passing game. Backed by the strong netminding of
Steve Wiwczaryk, Optis broke a 2-2 first-period
draw for a 5-3 lead after two periods.

Adam Mead scored with six minutes remaining
in the game to put Optis up 6-3 but Stratford threw
a scare into Milton with two goals in the final min-
ute and pressed until the dying seconds for the
equalizer.

The key to the win, explained Milton assistant
coach Dave Gordon, was the success the team en-
joyed in two-on-one breaks. In the past, a two-on-
one meant the trailer looked for a rebound.

But the club countered in the game and passed
to the open man creating several excellent scoring
chances,

Optis found themselves down by a goal before
the game was a minute old when Stratford scored
at 14.11.

However, midway through the first period, Paul
Allen tied the score on a goal from linemates Mall
McCandless and Chris Harrison.

The McCandless-Allen-Harrison line was dyna-

mite all night and totalled four goals and 10 points
in the contest.

With 3.34 left in the opening period, Danny
Brown put Optis ahead 2-1 with a marker from
Doug Poulton. Poulton enjoyed his second
consecutive three-assist night and finished with
seven assists over the five-game series.

However, Stratford evened the score with
justover a minute left in the period.

It took Optis exactly 51 seconds to take the lead
in the second period .
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.&lthnugh the pm:k appears headed for the gml it missed the net as Blades Darren Shaw takes the shnt

Blades fought back to force a sixth game in their ‘‘best-of-five’’ series but Fort Erie beat the Milton club
7-4 in Milton Sunday night.

Optis pull through
to move to semis

e e

Goalie Steve Wiwczaryk celebrates as his Op-
timists minor peewees beat Stratford 6-5 Saturday

(Continued on page C3)

to advance to the OMHA semi-finals.

Blades valiant comeback effort

falls short in series’ sixth game

Going to the absolute limit, Milton
Banvil Blades minor bantams took
Fort Erie to six games in a five
game series before bowing out 74
Sunday at Memorial Arena.

Blades saved themselves from
elimination with a weli engineered 5-
2 win Wednesday nig'it at Memorial
Arena to square the series at two
games apiece and then forced a
sixth game after a 2-2 overtime draw
Saturday at Fort Erie.

The victory for Fort Erie gave the
border town the rubber match in
their three-year rivalry. Two years
ago, as minor peewees, Milton
defeated Fort Erie 3-1 for the OMHA
championship. Last year as major
bantams, Fort Erie gained revenge
by knocking out Milton in the
quarter-finals in five games.

Certainly, the teams were as
closely matched as the scores in-
dicate. Each team had two ‘“‘team
leaders’” but in the end the dif-
ference came from the Fort Erie
“foot-soldiers’” who came through
with good goal-scoring efforts.

In the final game, Blades ap-
peared to run away with it going
ahead with a 30 lead after one
period of play. However, the club’s
defensive strat fell apart in the
second period a ort Erie to
notch five mnaecutive goals in a 10-
minute span for a 53 lead.

Miiton closed to within one before
the period was out but Fort Erie
restored the two-goal margin 39

seconds into the third period and
added an empty-net goal to seal the
win.

Blades’ Steve Scannell opened the
scoring midway through the first
period with a blast from the blue lira
which bounced and def'~cted ofi
several legs into the go'. Darren
Shaw assisted.

Less than a minute later, Shaw
made it 20 from Sean Davidson.

When Ed Morgan scored one of the
prettiest goals of the series two
minutes later, it appeared Blades
were on their way to the semi-finals.

Morgan’'s goal was shorthanded.

e picked up the puck at his own
blue line and skated down the ice on
a two-on-one with Todd Horne.
Morgan pushed the puck past the
lone defender at centre ice with a
nice move and was home free.

Morgan broke down the right side
and deked the goalie depositing a
nice backhand into the goal past
Mark Howard.

Blade netminder Tom Hill was
outstanding in the first period
stopping more than half a dozen
excellent scoring chances.

However, the roof caved in early
in the second period. Milton’s
defenders and  back-checkers
allowed Fort Erie to stand in front of
the goal looking for rebounds.
Except for a fine goal by Fort Erie’s
shifty defenceman Stan Drulia, all
second-period goals were scored

from crazy scrambles.

Blade coach Gary Hudson
replaced Hill with Steve Heagle
after the third Fort Erie goal but he

went back ~*- the goal just 43
seconas laf
LAUrInG Wie ».. ching of goalies,

Fort Erie scored three goals in 56
seconds which changed the entire
complexion of the game.

Davidson closed the gap to 5-4 with
a nice wrist shot from just inside the
blue line and the goal seemed to give
Blades a lift.

However, Fort Erie scored on a
rebound 39 seconds into the third
period and held Milton’s usually
potent offence in check for the rest of
the game.

Peter Taylor capped the win with
an empty-net marker, his third of
the game, late in the game. Drulia
paced Fort Erie with two goals and
two assists and together with team-
mate Chris Candella showed Milton
fans more moves than players much
older.

One of the most exciting games of
the entire series was the fifth con-
test. Each team scored once in the
first period and then scored less than
a minute apart late in the third
period to force overtime which was
scoreless and penally-free.

Both goalies, Hill and ' Howard,
turned dn strong efforts with Hill
stopping Drulia on a breakaway
which is virtually unheard of.

Similarly, at the other end Howard

came up with several big stops late
in overtime to force the sixth game.

Ken Hoage opened the scoring for
Fort Erie with four minutes left in
the first period. In the final minute
of the frame, Chris Wakely, who
along with Ed Morgan turned in
good efforts on defence, scored the
equalizer from speedsters Shaw and
Horne.

Key penalty-killing efforts in the
first part of the game, when Blades
were two men short for two full
minutes, perhaps was the key factor
in the contest.

In the third period, Shaw scored
with 4.10 to go in the game from
Morgan but Hoage came back 46
seconds later to score the eqgualizer.

In the fourth game of the series,
Blades scored three unanswered
goals in the final frame to sew up the
win.

Drulia opened the scoring three
minutes into the game but early in
the second period, Mike Del Papa
tipped in a shot from Morgan. With
just over a minute left in the period,
Horne made it 2-1 with a goal from
the side of the net but Drulia tallied
with just seven seconds showing on
the clock to send the two clubs into
the dressing room tied at 2-2.

Scannell made it 3-2 54 seconds
into the third shooting from a
sharp angle. Davidson scored twice
% the final minutes to ensure the

n.




