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Special to The Champion
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government, Haiton's medical officer of health told
ani;]ngry group of 9 UFFI homeowners Wednesday
night.
“It’s very clear to me that the federal govern-
ment did not take the earliest warnings from the
National Research Council about UFFI or those
from other countries, particularly the United
States,”’ said Dr. Peter Cole.

Speaking at the Oakville chapter of HUFFI
(Homeowners With Urea Formaldehyde Foam
Insulation) charter meeting Dr. Cole said, “The
more I've heard about the problem, the more it
becomes apparent to me that no one ever had a han-
dle on it, no one ever did and no one ever wiii.”

*“I'he big issue here goes well beyond UFFI,” said
Dr. Cole. “It just demonstrates the government's
lack of concern with our health.”

“I'M extremely upset about the situation,”’ said
Dr, Cole, ““The more 1 lear personal anecdotes
about problems with UFFI the more I realize what
kind of conspiracy you're being subjected to.”

After the meeting, Dr. Cole said the federal

Region says

government not only ignored warnings against UF-
F1 from the National Research Council. but looked

0 nomeowners for the installation of UFF1, the
government should be held responsible, said Dr.

Cole.

During the meeting, Dr. Cole urged homeowners
suffering medical problems linked to the break-
down of urea formaldehyde foam insulation to take
immediate corrective measures. He recommended
installing a itive pressure fan for about $200
which would force the urea formaldehyde gas back
into the cracks in the walls.

““This is not a long term solution, but it will get rid
of the toxic gases for the time being,” he said. “The
final solution is to get the stuff out of the walls.”

Dr, Cole said homeowners can conduct a simple
test to determine if their health problems are
atributable to urea formaldehyde foam insulation.
All they have to do is get away from the house for a
few days and see if the problems clear up, he said. If
the health problems disappear, they should assume
the insulation is the cause, even if measured gas
levels are below the federal governments safe level
of 0.1 parts per million, he said.

“Don’t let anyone tell you different.” said Dr.

UFFI aid should improve

By STEVE ARNOLD
Champion News Editor

Federal plans to help homeowners deal with the
problems of ureaformaldehyde foam insulation
should be expanded, Halton’s health and social ser-
vices committee has decided.

Committee members gave their s rt last week
to a recommendation from medical officer of health
Dr. Peter Cole calling for the stronger action,

Dr. Cole explained that since a am of assis-
tance for homeowners with the potentially hazard-
ous insulation was announced by the federal govern-
ment, a free testing service offered by the Province
has been suspended.

Tests for polential hazards carried out by federal
employees cost $100 each, he added.

“I'm seriously considering starting up our testing
program again,’’ he told committee members, “‘if I
can get some feeling that our tests would be ac-
cepted by the federal government.”

Concern over the possible health effects of the
foam have been growing in recent months, especial-
ly since the federal government provided subsidies
to homeowners who installed the material.

Federal authorities later banned the insulation
because of its detrimental health effects.

Dr. Cole explained that before the Provincial
Government started to provide tests for hazardous
levels of the material in homes, the Regional health
department had offered a test that was only a gross
indication of problems.
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“Miltowne Realty did not earn its success on its

own+it has an excellent staff,”” Mr. Thomas said.

“Throughmy business, | want to achieve the goal of

making Milton a better place to live.”

Mr. Chudleigh, who received a tribute from local

businessman and former counciller Art Melanson,

said owning a business ‘‘has to be fun—if you're just

in it for the money—forget it."”

He stressed the success of Chudleigh’s is due to “‘a
gifted group of employees—it's a team effort.”

Roy Downs, who paid tribute to Steam-Era
organizers the Ontario Steam and Antique Pre-
servers Association, said the association ‘‘put
Milton on the map."

Association president Ross Calder, on hand to ac-
cept'the honor on behalf of the association, said the
function ““just wouldn’t be the same if it weren’t
held in Milton."

“I've been to similar events all across the country
and I've never seen or heard of the co-operation and
participation that exists between the organizers and
the town of Milton,”” Mr. Calder said.
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Acco to government standards, .1 parts
per million of UFFI gas is the acceptable level in
homes. Federal tests can measuce .05 PPM while
the the Halton test is only good to .5 PPM.

In a report to committee members, Dr. Cole said
the federal r.cently announced provides a
subsidy of up to $8,000 for homeowners who want to
remove insulation, an amount that is “well
below” the actual cost.

He also noted that the time limit of two years on
the federal m is inadequate because prob-
lems only deveiop as the form insulation dries and
cracks, thus releasing the gas which may have
harmful health effects.

Burlington Coun. Vern Connell argued the Region
shouldn’t be getting involved in the insulation
debate ‘because it’s none of our business.”

"“This whole thing has been blown way out of
proportion by the press anyway,” he said.

Dr. Cole that the insulation does have
health effects and protecting the health of the com-
munity is clearly a Regional responsibility.

"It has always been within the local jurisdiction
to deal with the health of the community,” he said.
“It is only in the federal jurisdiction because they
provided a subsidy. Other than that it is still a local
problem and is no less important than com-
municable diseases."’
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Homeowners victims of afederal plot

Cole. ""All they are trying to do is underesiimate the
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pressed they will be with your plight,”’ he said.

At the charter meeting, new members were urged
to write or phone their MP once a week and express
their financial, emotional and medical corcerns.

""With the stakes at hand, it’s not much for every
voter in the family to once a week call or mail a let-
ter to their MP,” said Bob Ord, vice-president of
HUFF'1 Ontario.

Because some MP’'s have accused HUFFI
members of going after a fast buck, Mr. Ord urged
members to stress that all they expect is nothing
less than full compensation for foam removal and
restoration of their homes.

Mr. Ord said the December announcement of
federal grants of $5,000 for UFFI homeowners who
qualify for assistance was intended to appease
HUFFI and make the nublic beiieve the govern-
ment was doing something. He estimated the aver-
age cost for removal would be $20,000.

The conspiracy has now extended to a cover-up,
said Mr. Ord.

“We're up against the best marketing people in
the couatry,”” he added.

At the meeting, homeowners learned all their
health problems may not be attributed solely to the
urea formaldehyde in the foam.

Retired chemist Harold Stevens of Port Hope
identified at least six other toxic gases in the foam
insulation.

Dr. Cole said this mig'it expiain why some people
with high readings of urea formaldehyde gas in
their homes are not suffering any side effects, while
others with low readings are quite ill.

Besides medical problems, UFFI homeowners
are suffering financially. It is nearly impossible to
sell a UFFI home and some real estate agents now
ask whether the home has UFFI or ever had UFFI,
said Mr. Ord.

Mr. Ord said one bank refused to grant him a mor-
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t{gage when he attempted to switch his mortgage

from another bank

ty. About 20 homeowners indicated they had
already done that.

Mr. Ord also warned homeowners to be aware of
fly-by-night artists who offer to remove UFF'I from
houses. “They’re probably the same guy that put it
in improperly in the first place,” he said.

Mr. Ord said there are not any qualified UFF1

A Camer Heat Pump
15 the most eflective
way (o save eneIrgy
and reducs fuei

costs!
removal contractors on the market, yet. There
won’t be until the federal government completes its $800 Government
training program, he said. Grant Now is the
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Laurie Bennett, who chaired the meeting, said no
methods for completely removing the foam insula-
tion have been developed for brick houses.
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CHRISTIAN MOVIES

| Now showing every Saturday evening in
| North Oakville at 7 p.m. Movies are being
shown in the Falgarwood School, (corner
of Gainsborough and Grosvenor). Free
admissicn, freewill offerings.
Sponsored by Sheridan Hills Missionary
i Church. 844-4645.

Sat. Feb. 6th., 7 p.m.
My Son, My Son
The soulstirring true story of a wayward
son and a father and mother who relate
their problem to the promises of God. A

fim for all members of the family based
on the book by Bernard Palmer.
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(519)853-1031
in the centre of Town by the CNR Crossing
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