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Every word Is

The next time you are
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on paper—wor for
word—what they re
saying.
it's almost impossible,
according to Corinne
Mauro of Milton, court
reporter in the civil

division of the County
Court for the Judicial
District of York in
Toronto. It's her job,
along with about 380
other court reporters
employed by the Ontario
Attorney-General's
Office, to record every
spoken word In court-
rooms across the
province. “Even

someone mumbling
under his breath at the
back of the room, you can
never be fast enough,”
she says, not even with

her Stenograph short-
hand machine, which
allows her to write

shorthand at speeds of
250 wpm and beyond.

It might not matter
who said what during a
debate among friends. In
a court of law, however,

every word ~counts.
“Court reporters are
important because if

testimony isn’t recorded,
how can a judgment be
made,”’ Corinne asks.
But what about trying
to accurately record a
Crown Attorney shooting
dozens of questions at a
witness, a  defence
lawyer excitedly ap-

pealing to the judge, and

a judge trying to calm
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everyone down—all at
the same time

Corinne, ‘‘Because if the
case is appealed, the
whole procedure is based
on what was previously
said in court.”

A great deal of legal
jargon and testimony
from medical experts
does not make the job
any easier. So Corinne,
as a junior reporter,
always has a back-up
tape recorder ready
when something
technical is going to be
discussed.

Court reporters also
have the right to stop
testimony at any time, or

have it repeated.
Although judges are
sympathetic to the

stresses encountered by
reporters, and will often
intervene on their
behalf—there is always
the odd ‘‘speedster’’ who
wiil not slow down, she
admits.

A reporter’'s accuracy
is often tested when
previous testimony has to
be read back to the court.
This happened to Corinne
on her very first day of
work.

It was early last May,
just after Corinne
graduated from George
Brown College’'s two-
year Court Reporting
(Stenographic) program
in Toronto. Somewhat
hesitant to test her
newly-acquired skills in
the real world, Corinne
had arranged to sit in

with a working reporter
to increase her s on

nachine
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recess. she was informed
theret was a shortage of
reporters that day and
the Supervisor offered
her the opportunity of
officially reporting a
case. ‘I went into the
courtroom shaking,”’ she
recalls. ‘‘About half an
hour later, the judge
asked me to read back
part of the testimony. |
nearly died.”

Five months later,
Corinne has worked in
Small Claims Court, and
on landlord and Tenant,
criminal and civil cases.
Her speed on the
stenograph machine has
increased substantially
from about 180 to 200
words a minute.

Court usually convenes
at 10 in the morning
which means tha Corinne
must arrive before 9.30 to
check the register to see
which case she has been
assigned. ‘I check with
my supervisor in the
morning and that’s about
it. I'm pretty well my
own boss,” she explains.

A court case can last
five minutes or (w0
months. Either way,
Corinne must be present
at all times during the
proceedings. Working
evenings isn't un-
common, while weekend
work is rare but not

unheard of.
“You can’'t Plan too
many  social events

during the week, because

you never know when
court is going to ad-
' " she says
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others, especially those
that are precedent-
setting or well publicized
in the media. It's hard
not to become invelved:
“] used to lie in bed
thinking about cases. But
now I've become more
callous. Even rapes and
murders don't affect me
that much.”

If a case is fairly
lengthy, court will recess
for 20 minutes in the
morning, giving Corinne
and her fingers a chance
to stretch. Long lunches,
sometimes as lengthy as
two hours, are almost
standard, something
Perry Mason would
surely disagree with.
Then it's back to court
untili the  afternoon
recess, again for about 20
minutes. At the end of the
day, Corinne’s notes are
bound, dated and filed
and unless a transcript is
requested, must be kept
for seven years.

If she is asked to type a
transcript of the entire
proceedings the cost is
about $2.50 an original
page, for whoever wants
one—lawyers, judges and
clients. And that money
goes straight into her
pocket. “‘I'll have made
about $1,500 in transcript
fees in eight months,”
predicts Corinne, who
makes another $13,500 a
year as a starting salary.

But typing tran-

scripts—anything from
evidence proceedings,
charges to the jury, final
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addresses to the jury—is
sometimes tedious,
frustrating work. It
might involve phoning
lawyers and judges to
verify statements, or it
could mean research in
court libraries to extract
an exact quote from a
previous case that 1s
being used by a lawyer in
this one.

This work also includes
combing each final page
for grammar and punc-
tuation mistakes, or
searching for the spelling
of some obscure word or
place in one of numerous
reference books she has
been forced to ac
cumulate. ‘1 spend about
20 hours a week doing
transcripts on top of my
daily reporting duties,”’
she says.

After three
experience and suc-
cessful completion of
exams conducted by the
Chartered Shorthand
Reporters’ Association,
Corinne will qualify as a
Chartered Shorthand
Reporter (CSR),
enabling her to apply for
a job with the Supreme
Court of Ontario, where—
amazingly—women
reporters weren't
allowed until several
years ago.

“But there are a lot of
women in the field
today,”’ says Corinne,
who works out of an of-

years

—— ———

==

m—— e

-SHIRT BOUTIQUE

$109°°
$1 399

“FREE PARKING
AT THE REAR
OF THE STORE"™

e Terry, Cotton & Cable Knit Tights
e Angora Mitts, Gloves, Hats, etc.

198 MAIN ST., MILTON  878-1303

Qay “Menty Chuistmas
with the

Gillette Promax

Compact
HAIR DRYER...

*15.98
ELSLEY

GUARDIAN DRUGS

212 Main St.

878-4492

Children’s & Youths’
Ideal Christmas Gifts

& COMPAREOUR PRICES

878-8730

gy, -
i '.Il

»

TRIP INCLUDES:

¢ Toronto - Orlando, Florida

Return Flight by Nordair
¢+ One Week Accommodatio™
Ramada Inn, Clermont
* One Week Car Rental
(Gas Not Included)
« Family Day Pass To Walt Disney World
« Transportation Taxes and Service Charges

All Travel Arrangements by

MILTON TRAVEL SERVICE

"8efore  You Buy
_‘/‘ ANYTHING PHSToGRAPHIC

WS CHRISTMAS CoMe To BORLAND'S
THE PHoTo CENTRE.

ALONG WITH THE BEST DISCOUNT
PRICES ANYWHERE , WE OFFER
EXPERT ADVICE AND FREE INSTRUCTION
WITH EVERY ITEM
ANYTIME AND WATCH FOR OUR UPcoMING
ADS FOR GREAT PHoTo VALUES —

WE SELL. DRoOP IN

201 MAIN
878-601L
17 Witsed DR
878-bbbb

DORSET PLAZA
a710-1818

GOING

e ——

crucial court reporter explains in des

fice with 23 other women
reporters.

The Province also
omplovs more than 200
ree-lance reporters
making the profession a
viable career for those
with families. It can
mean a lot of travelling,
aspecially if one s
assigned to a circuit
judge who travels from
city to city, where per-
manent judges are
unavailable.

As a level one reporter
on probation for a year,
Corinne is near the
bottom rung of a career
ladder that spans any one
of Canada’'s judicial
systems, government
boards and commissions,
parliamentary debates,
private companies and
even Liquor Control
Board hearings.

In a year’s time, with
the recommendation of
her supervisor Corinne
could be promoted to a
level two reporter. From
there she needs her CSR
to qualify for a job in the
Supreme Court system.

‘“There are five
vacancies on my staff
alone,”” says Corinne’s
supervisor, Bill Nicolls.

“If you're a person who
strives for excellence,
there are always op-
portunities in this field,”
adds Tom Moran,
Manager  of Court
Reporting Services for
the Attorney-General.

Why did Corinne
choose court reporting as
a career? ‘1 wanted
something more than

cribing work

secretarial work, but 1  “The program covers program, a technique have experimented with

was fond of typing and 'everything you come up used mainly in video systems, totally

English in high school. against in court. We had courts in Toronto. It eliminating the need for

And I think the job is cCOurses in medical and involves speaking at court reporters.

DT esStig oS, working wiu ""r-"=fi?'?§£',"r’. Latin %E'H""i{'t'}!i of 250 wpm into a =

well-known judges and ourt a es and mask attacneqa 1o a apc ine

lawyers,’’ she says. three weeks of training recorder. automation is one that
Corinne worked in a right in the courtroom.”’ Stenomask reporting is has been asked lor years,

pharmacy for two years she explains. Courses in a relatively new but we still continue to

after compieting high English, current events technique and therefore hire court reporters,”

school in Milton. A close and general terminology not allowed in the Wways Tom Moran.

triend recommended the are included in the supreme court system,  ‘‘Besides, it's im
program at George program. where shorthand either sible for a recorm
Brown, although Corinne written or stenograph system to ask someone to
checked out other  George Brown also machine shorthand has repeat a sentence,’” adds
programs before offers a one-year Court besn used for decades. Corinne. At least not at
enrolling at the College. Reporting (Stenomask) Some courts, however, the moment.
Halton handing back $90,000

alton handing bac ,

By Mike Patton were paying sewer owes money t0. roblem of non-users

Halton intends to give
up to $90,000 back to
homeowners who have

ing billed for sewer
surcharges has been
under review for a while_.

surcharge bills are not
connected to the sewer
system.

There are roughly the
same number oi
residents not connected

been yin sewer L ' been
surcharge ~ bills _even o e ;t:;m some  living in Oakville and an adlifsi::ld g vt
though they are nol have paid under protest estimated 900 in all of y,meqwners not to pay
hooked up to municipal and some have just Halton. their surcharge bills even
sewers. paid,” Mr. Farmer said.  To qualify for a rebate, though regional policy

Regional Council made
the decision Wednesday
on advice from Halton’s
sewer rate committee
which also recommended
the policy of
“forgiveness’’ should
extend into 1981 ‘‘pending

He estimated the
region would be giving
somewhere between
$50,000 and $90,000 in
rebates to people who
funded the sewer sur-
charge system without
ever benefiting from it.

the residents must ap- said they had to put
peal to the region before money into the system.
the end of the year. “What else could I

Mr. Farmer said the do?” he said.

Littering is ended
A Milton resident is old bed and an aband-

r?snlutiim:huf the finan-  «People who had ‘“temporarily” satisfied oned car.
¢ h‘;ﬂ 0 fe sewer sur- sewers available to them with a Halton Regional  Since the letter, Mrs.
charge system. but did not want to be crackdown on roadside Gonneau reported

“We will definitely be

connected, we charged dumping. regional crews had been

issuing  cheques (to0  them.” the ty Mrs. Maril

: . P ; depu : yn Gonneau sent out and cleaned up
r@adetat:} t““%r year,” treasurer admitted. of Town Line had re- the mess. There was SO
. puty Treasurer  [n Burlington, there ported to Halton Public much it took two days.

Don Farmer.

Works Committee on

are 124 homeowners not Councillor Bill Johnson

He added, however, hooked u ' i

d, | p to municipal Sept. 22 that Tremaine has repeatedly called for
that the I'et?lﬂl;lllﬂ not yet sewers and the region Rd. near the former Mil- roadsig: dum:;ers caught
sure exactly how many jntends to advertise to ton Brick yard was filled to be charged and

Halton residents who

find out how many it with debris including an brought to court.
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THE PINSTRIPE . ..

" Classic with Executive Status. On the way up, of
Board Member already, the Pinstripe is the one
indispensable investment that helps you get thare.
It's the essence of executive dressing . .
understated. Natural shoulders, flapped pockets,
straight line trousers, 100% wool in blue or grey.
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The Affordable Figurine

You'll be happily surprised at the cost of these beautiful English Fine
Bone China Figurines, created entirely by hand and signed by the

artist.

Special Introductory Offer — 20% OFF

THURS. Just in time for gift giving.
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FRIDAY
TILL

Don’'t know what to give people who have
everything? Clocks make practical and last-
ing Christmas gifts. Take this SOLID PINE
RAILROAD REGQULATOR — a step back In
history — only $149.00. Many more — 4
deposit keeps your purchase until Christmas.

Visit Our NEW SHOWROOM
on Martin St. at the Corner
of Main St.

Just fill out a ballot when youre doing your
Christmas Shopping at any participating
Merchant in downtown Miltowne Centre areas
between now and closing time, December 24,
1980. Enter as often as you wish, the more
antries the more chances you have to win.

RULES:

Contestants must be 18 years of age or older.
Prize must be accepted as awarded.

Trip to be taken before April 30, 1981.

Merchants and employees of the D.B.IL.A. and
their immediate families are not eligible for this
contest.

Draw will take place Monday, December 29,
1980. Winner's name and picture will appear in
this newspaper December 31, 1980.
Approximate Value of Trip $1,500.00.

188 Main St.
878-4923
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