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Despite double charge, no rebate will be paid

Halton Regional
Council has voted not to
pay rebates totalling
$621.000 even though it
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new water-sewer rates.
Prior to last Wed
nesday’s Council
meeting, the Adminis-
tration and Finance
Committee had been
wrestling with  the
dilemma of whether to
pay the rebates now and
then hike the sewer sur-
charge by 20 per cent in
June; or to not pay the
rebate and ask rate
payers for forgiveness in
the form of a press re-
lease to be included in the

next water-sewer bill.

After lengthy
discussion about the
principle of double billing
ind then not paving hack

Council decision boiled
down to the result of the

special committee
meeting held last Mon-
day.

High recovery costs
and political inexped-
ience forced the region's
sewer rate committee to
balk at issuing sewer sur-

charge rebates to
Halton's residential
water users.

The committee

recommended to council
that the rebate program

be rejected since it would

result in a 20 per cent rise

in utility bills in July.
The price of the rebate

g

have approached $700,000
when anticipated in-
creases in administrative
costs were included to
accommodate the heavy
workload of the rebate
program.

The $700,000 loss from
the budget would have
necessitated higher
summer rates, according
to Regional Solicitor
Dennis Perlin.

However, the com-
mittee also agreed that

The official Region

Halton Regional Sewer
Rate Committee Chair-
man Joan Allingham will
be sending out a press re-
lease to all Halton rate-
payers on the reason why
there has been double
billing in the new rates
and why rebates will not
be paid.

The release is to be in-
cluded in all public utilit-
ies bills throughout the
Region in an effort to
clear up many questions
which are being called
into Regional head-
quarters.

Reprinted is a copy of
that release, which iIn
Mrs. Allingham’s words,
probably best describe
what has transpired
since the Region opted to

move to equalized, '‘user
pay’’ billing systems.

In October of 1979
Regional Council adopted
a sanitary sewer sur-
charge system as the
basis for financing sanit-
ary sewer service on a
Regional basis in Halton
commencing with the
year 1980.

The system was In-
troduced on the basis of a
surcharge on all utility
bills issued in 1980, to
cover all costs of operat-
ing the system in 1980.
Thus the six bi-monthly
or twelve monthly bills
would provide the
revenue needed for a
twelve-month period (the
cost of operating the
system in 1980) regard-

less of the exact meter-
reading dates on these
bills.

Unfortunately, the
public information which
the Region provided to its
consumers did not
clearly explain the billing
method, and complaints
were lodge: by some
consumers. In response
to this concern, the Sewer
Rate Committtee was
asked to re-examine the
billing method to see if a
different financing
method could be found,
and several options were
examined.

The option of rebating
sewer surcharges based
on 1979 water con-
sumption only to those
consumers who had

Governor-General’s wife
wearing Sheridan design

By Frank Kelly

Students of Sheridan
College’'s Fashion and
Design Techniques
program have added an
extra challenge to their
already busy schedule.
They re currently
designing a three-piece
spring ensemble for Lilly
Schreyer, wife of
Canada’'s Governor-Gen-
eral.

Pat Gwyer. Co-
ordinator of the Oakville
campus program.

initiated the promotional
project to increase public
awareness of what
Sheridan College and its
students have to offer.
She feels the trim,
conventional ensemble,
which is being designed
by students in the three,
second-vear fashion
classes, will be a unique
talking point for ‘‘the
first lady of the land™ In
her travels as Canada’'s
good-will ambassador.

“The ensemble should
prove o be a great con-
versation piece in her
travels abroad when she
can tell people it was
made by Sheridan stud-
ents,”’ said Gwyer.

“Tt will show the high
calibre of the fashion
course and the fact that
people can expect the
best from Sheridan.”’

Gwyer wrote Mrs
Schreyer early in the
vear telling her about the
course and asking if the

students may design an
outfit for her

Mrs Schrever
promptly rephed saving
she'’d be ‘delighted. ™
Two weeks ago Gwyer
and Joy Morgan, another
fashion instructor, set out
for  Mrs Schreyer's
residence, at  Ottawa's
Rideau Hall, to take her
measurements. Over lea,
Gwyer was happy to fill
in Mrs. Schieyer about
Sheridan life and the
fashion course, which she
personally feels is the
‘best in Canada.”™

“We were scheduled
tor a 30 minute appoinl
ment and ended by
staying for two hours,
said Gwyer

*She’'s an
charming lady.
graciously modern In
conversalion—no airs
about her. She was very
interested in the college
program.

During the
ensemble’'s prospective
color and style were
discussed. Gwyer claims
the “*attractive lady can
wear most any design’
They decided on a Kknit
jacket, silk blouse and
wool skirt.

Gwyer attempted 1o
furnish her students with
a “‘word picture  of Mrs
Schreyer, savying thai
color consideration was
important to complement
her red hair

“The color had to be

absolutely

visit. the

give  hoot

make sure your
Home is Properly Insured

foday. We can give you all the
heip you need!

208 Main St., Miiton

carefully selected. We

decided on a vyoung,
silvery green, almost a
dried sage or eucalyp-
tus, " she said

Another consideration

in the ensemble’'s design
18 Mrs. Schreyer s hectlic
travelling hife, which
often has her climbing in
and out of cars. The
crease resitant skirt will
have added fullness for
easy movemen! and the

top fashion jacket should
be easy o slip off if Mrs.
Schrever  becomes 100

warm,
Gwver

“1 feel what we'll come
up with is a first class
ensemble—not that we
don’t think she doesn’t
currently dress well,’
said Gwyer.

“1t will be in very good
taste, a fashionable look

according to

befitting her office.
Were not seeking o
makxe 1l avante garde.’

Gwver i1s confident n
her students work

though she admits they
may be a little nervous in
the final construction.

higher summer rates
would have resulted in an
added burden to the
region’s water users
ince that is the time ot
water consumption is at
its highest.

Regional council in-
structed staff to review
the implementation of
the billing arrangement
of the new sewer sur-
charge system, which
went into effect on Jan. 1,
in light of hundreds of
residents’ complaints
that they were being
double billed.

Under the previous
system sewer usage was

complained was rejected

immediately.
The Sewer Rate
Committee concluded

that any rebate system
must treat all consumers
equitably.

The Committee then
considered a rebate to all
residential consumers,
based on bills for 1979
water consumption.

Discussions with the
Region’s billing agencies
indicated that any re-
bates would have to be
processed manually.

They could not be pro-
grammed into future
utility bills as a credit,
nor could the calculations
for the 1979 portions of
the affected bills be done
using the present com-
puter programs. The
estimated cost of the re-
bates involved would be
$621,000, plus an ap-
proimate cost for
processing the rebates
and issuing the cheques
of $50,000, for a total of
$671,000. Most individual
rebates would range
between $3.00 and $15.00.

Because the 1980 sew-
age budget was based on
receiving all the costs of
operating the system In
the 1980 year, this would
have meant that the
$671,000 would have had
to be recovered during
1980.

To recover this
amount, an increase of
approximately 20 per
cent over the present
rates would have to be
implemented July 1st,
and stay in effect for the
balance of 1980.

Not only would con-
sumers face a rate In-
crease, but it would occur
at the time of year when
water consumption I8
heaviest, and water bills
the highest.

Consideration was also
given to the rebates
system described, but
without increasing the
rates in July.

This would necessitate
carrying deficits for-
ward. Because of the
highest rates prevailing,

charged through the
annual municipal taxes.
However, the residents

claim there is a duplica-
Fion 1n ?’_Ir'r!_:- }Hlli”"!# ";11"5!?{-!"1

charged under the new
sewer surcharge rate as
far back as COctober.
“There are two kinds of
nightmares—the  kind
you dream of and the
kind you dream up,” said
Burlington councillor
David LaCombe. ‘‘Sewer
surcharges are the kind
you dream up.”
LaCombe, who said the
issuing of rebates is a
‘“matter of principle”
with most Halton

residents, described

no-rebate story

the Sewer Rate Com-
mittee was reluctant to
pass high borrowing
costs on to the consumer
in the form of future rate
increases.

Another possibility was
to raise the shortfall
through the tax levy, but
Regional Council has
clearly told taxpayers
that there will be no
sewer charges in the 1980
mill rate, but that all
charges will be in the
utility bills.

A further point con-
sidered was the number
of complaints received.
The highest percentage
(about 5 per cent) of con-
sumers in Oakville con-
tacted the Region or its
billing agencies.

About 1-1fb2 per cent of
Burlington  consumers
filed complaints. To
initiate a rebate system
which would result in a 20
per cent increase to all

Halton Hills councillor
Ed Wood's motion, to
reject the rebate pro-
gram, as being ‘‘short-
sighted and insensitive.”

1 Delleve Lney nave a
concern that if they (the
residents) took il to the
courts they would win,”
said LaCombe. “Prin-
ciple is washed out by
dollars and cents and
that is a tragic thing."’

Milton councillor Gus
Goutouski agreed with
LaCombe.

“How we got in this
position is immaterial,”
he said. “I'm opposed to
the motion. We should
rebate. At this point of

consumers later this year
caused some concern at
the committee.

The  Sewer Rate
Committee faced two
alternatives - to issue re-
bates which the con-
sumer would later have
to pay for (including
processing costs) or to
reconfirm the present
billing method.

The recommendation
not to issue rebates was
made in the full
knowledge that it would
result in less cost to the
consumers in the Region,
and this was the deter-
mining factor.

However, the Sewer
Rate Committee was
unanimous in its opinion
that the Region’s public
information program on
the implemenation of the
system was not clear
enough, and believes that
criticsm of its advertis-
ing compaign is justified.

the game (the
residents) are looking at
it as a matter of prin-
ciple.”
However

feit the issuing of rebates
would only result in a
‘““give and take’’ situation
which could eventually
cause further problems
when rates escalate in

the summer.

“You're taking it out of
the left pocket and
putting it back in their
right,” said Wood.

‘“It doesn’t make sense.
It's ludicrous.”

‘“It'sa mess and I don’t
think you make a mess
better by adding to it,”
added Oakyville councillor
Bonnie Brown.

If enacted rebates
would be issued to about 5
per cent of the population
with most claims
totalling less than $15,
according to Regional
Treasurer Don Farmer.

Farmer added, the
higher summer rates
would only pertain to
about thiree water bills or
once the rebate costs
have been recovered.

those in

yd’'s motion

“I can't see the
justification of rebates,”
said Oakville councillor
Carol Gooding. ““‘It’s just

too costly. We may have -

to look at things dif-
ferently and talk about
start up costs. Maybe
what we need to do is go
back to the taxpayers
and say here was the pro-
blem and here’s how we
dealt with it. I'm not
prepared to build in costs
here just to get around a
political issue.”

In refusing the rebate

start cleaning.
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MISSISSAUGA VACUUM
221 Lakeshore Rd E
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Now! Vacuum your home
the easiest way possible!
No fuss! No bother!

It's so easy — just plug in the ultra-lightweight hose and

The system starts automatically when you insert the hose
into one of the strategically placed inlets.

You can vacuum your home in minutes.

No lugging, tugging, pushing or pulling.

The powerful commercial-sized unit cleans more thoroughly
and it's quieter because it's tucked away in your basement.

BUY NOW AND SAVE DURING THIS
SPECIAL SALE. ONLY
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OAKVILLE VACUUM
564 Kerr St

844-4736
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Complete
Deluxe 3
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BURLINGTON VACUUM
3052 New St.

639-0262

THE HALTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
The Continuing Education (Night School) Department
:l@] GET READY FOR SPRING CLASSES
AT

~m NMILTON HIGH SCHOOL .-

1

| COURSE
Apple Dolis
Chinese Cooking

Golf

Typing Hl
Yoga

b i e — e

396 Williams Street

REGISTRATION: By mail, using the form provided.
FEES: Cheques made payable to: “The Halton Board of Education”’.

REFUNDS: Reguests must be made in writing, enclosing the pink receipt, before
the third regularly scheduled class. Please allow five weeks after classes start for
the processing and mailing of refund cheques. Five dollars of the fee is an admini-
stration fee and is not refundable.

e —

English as a Second Language
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STARTING DATE | TIME m FEE
i Mon. April 14 /:00-10:00 6 $12
Wed. April 9 7:00-10:00 6 $15
Mon. April 14 7:30- 9:30 $10
Tue. April 8 7:00- 9:00 6 11
Tue. April 8 7:00-10:00 8 $16
Tue. April 8 7:00-10:00 B $19
Mon. April 14 7:30- 9:30 6 $10

YOU ARE ADVISED TO REGISTER IN ADVANCE, AS SOME CLASSES MAY BE
i FILLED, OR MAY BE CANCELLED DUE TO LACK OF REGISTRATION. REPORT
TO CLASS AS SCHEDULED, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED BY OUR OFFICE.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE CONTINUING EDUCA.

TION OFFICE 827-8403.

REGISTRATION FORM

FORWARD FORM & FEETO:

CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES, 2060 GUELPH LINE, BURLINGTON L7R 322

NAME: iv.. Mrs Miss

(Circle onel Last Name First Name
ADDRESS: — P— i S
HOME PHONE NO: BUSINESS PHONE NO:

COURSE: E R i - S
First Choice Second Choiwce
SCHOOL: b s | WS e S A, L
L o DATE OF FIRST CLASS:

ENCLOSED IS A CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER, MADE PAYABLE TO “"THE HALTON
BOARD OF EDUCATION" IN THE AMOUNTOF$___TO COVER MY FEES.

SIGNATURE:
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program the committee

also decided that b:o-
chures be included with
the next water bill to help
further explain the
pilling set up to the
residents and the reason
why the committee has
refused rebates.

Milton Mayor Don

Gordon said the rebate

Your Work

2-Hour Laundry Service
Washed - Dried - Folded

For A Small Fee
Attendant on duty from 9 a.m. to midnight

Aiso A Dry Ciléaning Depot
ONE STOPDOES ALL

Mill Street
Coin Laundry

WANTED: ENTERPRISING YOUNG
PEOPLE WITH AMBITION, ENERGY
AND THE DESIRE

could take the form of a
reduced monthly usage

requirement or charge a

portion of the sewer sur-
charge on the mill rate

B, e OLIereq &

third option.

“Take our lumps. Let’'s
face it we blew it. That'’s
the third choice,”” he
said.

-
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remaih open or ajar arte:
baking, broiling, etc.

This lets all the rust-
causing moisture to
escape.

- ® -

Eggs stuck in the carton
will come loose if you
run cool water into the
carton.

o L *
When moving heavy
furniture, place some
thick socks over the legs
and you won't risk
scratching the floor.

When knitting a sweater
for a child, double the
yarn for the area around
the elbows. This will
help lengthen the life of
the garment.

* Free Installation

* Free Service

* Economical
Monthly Rentals

Presented at a service
to the community by:

petitgiiggtiingeey,
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earn more than

JOIN THE

pockel money
you can too!

CANADIAN CHAMPION

TEAM

ROUTES AVAILABLE ON
GOWLAND THOMAS ST.
WILLIAMS AVE. BELL ST.
MAPLEWOOD CRES. ELMWOOD CRES.
HESLOP RD. HESLOP RD.

~the North Halton Association for Mentally Retarded
~the Ronald McDonald House

~Crippled Children through the Rotary Clubs of
Georgetown & Milton

&

Nobody can do it
like McDonald’'s can

WED.MAR.26

McHappy Day. That's the day when everyone pitches in to help.
Local sports heroes, business people, and celebrities
put on their aprons and go to work right at the counter.
Come on in. Have a Big Mac’
and have a McHappy Day.

s ¥

Help raise money for
Ronald McDonald House

donations accepted for
Flea Market April 4th

Drop off merchandise at North-End Datsun.

(No clothing please.)

WIN McDONALD'S
GIFT CERTIFICATES
AND WATCHES.

GET YOUR CRAYONS AND FELT MARK-
ERS GOING, TO WIN McDONALD'S GIFT
CERTIFICATES. ENTRIES WILL BE JUDGED

ON ORIGINALITY.

SEND YOURENTRY TO:

THE CANADIAN CHAMPION,
191 MAIN STREET EAST, MILTON,

ONTARIO.

ENTER AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE.
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LAST WEEK'S WINNERS

ALICE HOWARD

SHAWN SANDLES
JENNIFER ANNE PRICE

TROY NEWTON

CINDY BROMMERSMA
LAURA CHAMP

CHARMAINE PRICE
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