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Milton Then and Now

Early problems in library

By Mel Robinson

When Milton opened its present
Public Library building in 1974, some
people in town recalied hearing from
their parents about a struggle which
1908 there was a comment that ‘‘two
vears ago the Carnegie Foundation
authorized a grant to this town for the
construction of a new library building.”

No action had been taken by the
Council. In 1908 a citizens’ group had
been organized to promote the idea of
using the basement of a new library
building for activities of a branch of the
Y.M.C.A. A Milton Boys' Athletic Club
had been organized and was supported
by Miss Ruddy and several other
prominent citizens. A meeting was
called in the hall of the Royal Tem-
plars, but nothing came of it.

The Canadian Champion supported
the idea, both by commenting on the
local situation and in drawing attention
L0 progress in other communities as
they took advantage of the generous
offer of Andrew Carnegie through the
Foundation he created. In May 1908, for
instance, the citizens of Dundas had
already subscribed $560 of the $1.000
needed for the purchase of a site for a
library and the Carnegie Foundation

town’s library board had applied for a
Carnegie grant, and Milton’s inactivity
was the subject of further comment.
About that time the Milton board asked
the council for a grant of $100 to assist

ILs Ooperation AS the 1 equest was
si0Ied uie n the board
raised the membership fee from 50
cents Lo $1 with the provision that the
increase would be cancelled if the town
should later make the requested grant.

At a meeting of the Board of Trade in
December 1910 a resolution was passed
asking for a plebiscite on the question of
establishing a Carnegie library. On
January 5, 1911 the vote was taken. The
results were — For 94; Against 71.

In March 1912 the Markdale Standard
announced that the comunity there was
to receive a Carnegie grant. In quoting
this, The Champion recalled the
plebiscite early in 1911 in Milton, and
noted that ‘‘no action has been taken by
the Council, and there will be none
unless the citizens bestir themselves."’

From that time there was occasional
mention in The Champion about the
possibility of a building for a library
and Y.M.C.A., but the issue was a dead
one. The library coutinued in a large
room on the main floor of the Town Hall
just to the left of the main entrance. The
board continued with its daily problems

grnored the members of

had approved a grant of $10,000 for the
erection of a building.

The question was asked, ‘“‘What is
Milton doing doing about the grant of at
ieast $5,000 that it could obtain?”

In 1910 it was noted that George-

of providing books and reading room
tacilities.

Back in February 1909 there was a

complaint that Milton's unemployed

were monopolizing the use of the daily

papers in the reading room, and were

Between the Willows

By Don Byers

As I write this, it is the last day of
winter. Officially.

For the most part, the side-hill is free
of snow. But behind the house, and in
the woods, there is lots of the white stuff
around.

Today, the sun is shining, the Springs
are bursting their banks, and. having a
March Break from teaching, I have a
severe case of spring fever.

sure. I know, every pessimist (Their
numbers are growing. Have you
noticed?) keeps telling me we have one
more disastrous winter storm. Just
waiting to dump on us.

| don't believe it.

Over the weekend just past, I was
sitting on the steps of the back deck.
taking a break from the forever chores.
when a bee landed on one of my
sneakers, A good sign.

>0 was the young cardinal that. in the
iast couple of days, seemed to be
possessed with flying through out
dining room window. Daimen. David’s
cat, at the same time, was trying to go
through the pane, from the inside.

My friendly editor often asks. ““How
come ail these weird things happen to
you?”’

Lucky, I guess.

On the other hand, I think we all have
similar experiences.

Aqua Pete
says —

AQUA * ¥

R Y

DiscoV

Made it

MONEY and TIME!

Save Both with

AQUAFINE SOFTWATER

Do you have any of the following problems:
* Soap and detergents that just won't lather

* Trouble getting clothes to rinse really clean.
* Fiim on bathroom tile.
w
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High soap and detergent bills.

Lime scale deposits that foul up pipes, automatic washers.
dishwashers and water

AQUAFINE Water Softeners will eliminate these
and many more problems.
AQUAFINE offers — FREE Installation —
FREE Service — FREF Salt Delivery —
LOWEST Monthly Sales & Rentals

For quick and efficient service,

AQUAFINE WATER SOFT

again!

A number of times, I have talked to
readers who have said: “Do you know,
in column such-and-such, you reminded
me of something that happened to me.”

As a writer, there are few greater
rewards.

And I thank you.
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Pressing right along: I gave my
students at Conestoga a broadcast-
writing assignment on Monday of this
week.

“Write a two-minute editorial on the
following subject: Margaret Trudeau’s
book ‘Beyond Reason’ will be released
this month. It describes, intimately, her
life with our Prime Minister. We are
tacing a federal election. What affect
will Maggie’'s book have on the out-
come?”’

At first, they all were somewhat
staggered with the in-class assignment.

But once they got to their
lypewriters, the results were caustic.
clever and, in some cases, hilarious.

As an instructor, I continue to be
impressed with the latent talent of
these young people.

All I do is to find the ways to turn on
the taps, When it happens, we all
benefit.

And, with kids like those, with whom
I'm involved, 1 feel good about

Canada’s future.
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carrying on loud discussions there.
Small boys were invading the reading
room and creating a disturbance. The
librarian was Miss McKenzie, sister of
Mrs. Panton, I believe. She was a kind

weetl faced little person who could nof
e expected to cope well with such
problems.

Prominent citizens were active on the
library board. In 1913 the President was
Mrs. Victor Chisholm, Secretary Mrs.
Martin, Treasurer J. W. Bews.
Directors included W. B. Clements,
William Panton, A. Drysdale, and E.
Syer.

[ do not know how the cost of
operations was met in full. I can
remember however, that many of its
books in the late teens and early
twenties had a label indicating some
form of support from the Mechanics’
Institute. The town may have provided
some financial support, and probably
provided the library’s room rent free.

Certainly the board members
organized fund raising activities to

help. For instance, in 1910 Miss Sinclair
of the Entertainment C mmittee
organized a presentation of the cantata
“‘Saul” which was presented upstairs in
the Town Hall’s assemblv room
mended a certain cataloguing of the
books. The members of the board
organized a sale of clothing and other
useful articles to raise the money for
this work. Afternoon tea was offered for
10 cents on both days of a very suc-
cessful sale. Early in April the
cataloguing was completed by Miss
Spearman.

Money had been raised in 1908 and
1909 by sponsoring several motion
picture programs by the Carey
Brothers in the Town Hall. In 1910 the
motion pictures of another group was
sponsored. In 1911 this type of en-
tertainment was transferred to Victoria
Park under the auspices of the Milton
Band. Other types of fund raising were

undertaken by the supporters of the
library.

Philosobits

By Edith Sharpe
Many of us forget to live today
because we're looking to tomorrow or
looking back at yesterday. Remember,
today will never by yours, ever again.
Make it count, don’t waste a minute of
it.

It's good to say, “I've ciimbed the
ladder of success as long as it wasn't
somecne else who built the ladder.
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None of us are prefect, even though
there are some who think they are!

Rotary marks 31 years
of crippled children aid

Doctors, dentists,
lawyers, real estate
officers and local in

austry were among mans
0 receive thanks Friday
evening from the Milton
Rotary Club at the an-
nual Easter Seal dinner.

1979 marks the 31st
year the local organ-
ization has pledged its
support for the Ontario
Society for  Crippled
Children, Chuck Beaton,
Rotary president told the
gathering of approx-
imately 300 people.

"I want to thank all of
these people for their
tremendous support,”’ he
said.

During the past three
years, the Milton Rotary
Club has raised over
$18,000 to help Milton and
area crippled children,
according to Mr. Beaton.

The financial support
included $4,000 for wheel-
chairs and similar equip-

—Don’t miss reading
the special ‘“‘Salute to
Minor Hockey in Milton”’
in this week's Champion.
section D.

ment for Milton children;
$2,400 towards the Credit
Valley Treatment Centre
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Society for Crippled treatment.” he said.
Children. The annual dinner
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people, nany nana- O0f Milton's 1979 “‘Tim
icapped children are re- my,” 13-year-old Bruce
ceiving benefits and Riddell Campbellville.
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One of Milton’s assets is the -
Bruce Trail, a walking trail that
follows the Niagara Escarp-
ment along its 400-mile route
from Niagara to Tobermory.
The trail crosses Milton along
the escarpment and touches on
Rattlesnake, Kelso and Hilton
Falls Conservation Areas. It
brings thousands of visitors
here each year.

on famous-name cameras at SImpsons

Snap up these savings right now! Don’t wait! Now is

your chance to cash in on these big savings on
cameras at Simpsons. Offer starts today and con-
tinues through Saturday, April 7. At Simpsons
Downtown and all Simpsons Toronto Area Stores.

Save 10

Oon cameras priced from

Save 20

on cameras priced from .

Save 330

Oon cameras priced from

Save $40

On cameras priced over

... $50+% $100
$101, $250

$251+ $350

$351

2 Price

Simpsons quality ‘3M’ photofinishing
service, reprints and enlargements

Hurry! You only have till Saturda
through April 7, you reall

y t0 catch this great offer ! Now
y Save on developing your 110. 126 and

Save 15.45

‘Polaroid’ “One Step’
package with

self-timer lets you

35 mm color film. Get your reprints and enlargements at half-price

too! And you receive a bonus film
color negative film Simpsons proc

's backed by Simpsons Guarantee: Satisfaction or Money

Refunded. So don't delay — offer is in effect until Saturday,

April 7, 1979 (color negative film only).

Size

12exposures . . . ..
20 exposures . . . ..
24exposures . ........... .
36 exposures. . . . .

Please note: ' price also on reprints and enlargements .
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Simpsons
Reqular Price

9.39

.8.88
ivew's s o SR o

AW ...

—atno extra charge — for each
esses and prints ! All processing

getinto the picture!

It bought separately,

Simpsons Regular Prices

(‘Polaroid’ "'One Step'’,

39.95; Self- timer, 11.95:
tripod mount, 3.50) total 55 40

Now, complete package 39

NOw you can take the picture and be in it too! Just set the selftimer
and the camera shoots aulomatically. Your sharp, clear picture
will be ready in minutes. Picture- taking is now more fun than ever

Especially with this complete package from Simpsons. ‘SX-70' film
10 exposures

oimpsons Cameras - 210

Each, 7.75

Simpsons. . .always at your service

Simpsons is much more than a full dine departms i Store
Sure we have all the necessities for your home, your fashion
l00ks. But we'd also like to point out just one of the littie
“extras’’ that make Simpsons one of the great stores of the

world!

Loy k. Alttony

Busy day. Hectic week. Indulge yourself with a visit to the
Elizabeth Arden Salon at Simpsons. You can do all your
necessary shopping at Simpsons and while you re there drop
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In and treat yourself to a hair conditioning treatment , a perm,
a color touch-up or perhaps a totally new Style. And, it's
guaranteed to pick up your spirits. Call for an appointment
Then, let our qualified technicians pamper you. Use your
Simpsons Action Card — it's so nandy for so many of the nice
things in life. Like the Elizabeth Arden Salon

This is just one of the “extras” there's
much more in store for you at Simpsons! Watch for future

columns in this newspaper

Simpsons !

they'll help you discover
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