“On Thin Ice”

Jelinek book recalls escape, victory

Otto and Maria Jelinek
were skating on very thin ice
when they won the World
Figure Skating Champion-
ship in Czechoslovakia in
1962. ‘

Thirteen years earlier,
they, along with their family,
had escaped from that
country, fleeing the tyranny
of the Communist party that
sought to impose its will on
the land.

History records that the
brother and sister team won
the world championships and
in so doing scored a moral
victory for the cause of demo-
cracy, according to their
youngest brother Henry.

That statement is the un-
derlying theme of a book
Henry wrote in 1965 entitled,
appropriately enough, ‘‘On
Thin Ice.”

After three printings in the
United States, On Thinlce re-
ceived its first Canadian
sendoff Monday night in Oak-
ville. The setting was also
appropriate because Oakville
is the adopted home town of
the Jelinek clan.

“On Thin Ice”, published
by PaperJacks Ltd., of Mark-
ham, tells the story of the
family’s suffering under first
the Nazi invaders and later
the Communist tyrants.

But as well as being a story
of suffering and heroism, the
book, Henry admits, reflects
the experiences of hundreds
of thousands of immigrants to
Canada from all parts of the
world.

Jelinek said he started to
write the book when he was 18
years old, first intending it
simply as a gift to his family,
a chronicle of their struggle
to escape their homeland and
establish themselves in
Canada.

“It just started out as
something that 1 wanted to
give the family, but as I wrote
and wrote and wrote, | real-
1zed that it had started to go
beyond my own family,”” he
said.

“We had to escape and
come here and | realized that
as I wrote, 1 was reflecting
the struggle and suffering of
hundreds of thousands of
immigrant families.”

Jelinek said the book took
him two years to write. To
date, it has sold out of its
three hardcover printings in
the United States and has also
sold close to one million
copies 1n Japan.

Henry admitted that to the
public, Otto and Maria are
the stars of the adventure, be-
cause it was their courage
that was shown on the ice of
the Prague arena during the
skating trials, ““but they're
not really private stars,’”’ he
admitted.

“It didn’'t matter who be-
came the champions, it was a
total family objective to
achieve that.

“The beauty of it was that
we escaped and by going back
there and winning, we showed
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ON THIN ICE is a book detailing the Jelinek
family’s escape from Communism in Czecho-
slovakia and Otto and Maria Jelinek’s subse-
quent winning of the world figure skating
championships in that same country. The first

that democracy wasn't the
corrupt system that the
Communists led their people
to believe,”’ he said.

Otto Jelinek, a successful
businessman in his own right
and a member of Parliament,
has carried that love of demo-
cracy and hatred of Com-
munism into his political
dealings as well.

“We're not really heroes,"
he said, ‘‘we were just given
the opportunity, through
sport, to bring a little sub-
stance of freedom to our
former home. The people
didn’t look at us as athletes,
to them we were a little bit of
freedom.”

After their win in the world
competition, Otto and Maria
skated professionally for
several years and then re-
turned to Oakville.

Beyond simply detailing
the horrors of living under the
Communist regime, Henry
said his book was also de-
signed to show the advant-
ages of the free lifestyle en-
joyed in Canada.

The Jelineks arrived in
Bronte, settling there in 1949
after the Communist govern-
ment of Czechoslovakia
confiscated the family cork
business. Father Henry Sr.
set up a new company,
Jelinek Cork, which today is
operated by his son Henry Jr.

Another son, Frank, started
the Jelinek sports equipment
firm now located in Oakville.
Richard, the third son, heads
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Chicago.
Otto, when he retired from
professional skating, worked
for Jelinek Sports and later
started Canadian  Skate
Industries, which he sold be-
fore getting into politics.
Currently he represents a
Toronto area riding but will
CHIT}F the Conservative
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Canadian printing of the book was officially
launched in Oakville Monday night and Maria
and Otto were on hand to sign copies for digni-

taries.

banner against Liberal i1n-
cumbent Frank Philbrook in
the next federal election.
“They have greatly contri-
buted to the history, culture
and education of this town
and we're damn glad they're
here,”” commented former
mayor Allan Masson, during
the formal part of the book
launching held at the Country

Squire Monday night.

Even though Henry stated
that writing the book was a
labor of love, he was forced to
admit that writing about rela-
tives was not an easy task.

“You can’t write about a
family as close as ours and
not insult someone. If there's
a single big problem with the
book, that's it, my efforts to
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For Christmas
give a gift that lives

CHRISTMAS PLANTS
Poinsettias ® Azaleas ®* Mums
e Mixed Pans
CUT FLOWERS
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TOWN OF MILTON

MUNICIPAL GARBAGE
COLLECTION OVER THE
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR
HOLIDAY SEASON

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION

NO GARBAGE COLLECTION
MONDAY, DEC. 25 or TUESDAY, DEC. 26

Collections normally made on Monday,

December 25th will be made on

Friday, December 22nd along with the usual Friday area.

Collections normally made on Tuesday, December 26th will be made on
Wednesday, December 27th along with the usual Wednesday area.

NEW YEAR'S COLLECTION

NO GARBAGE COLLECTION

MONDAY, JANUARY 1

Collections normally made on Monday, January 1st will be made on
Tuesday, January 2nd along with the usual Tuesday area.

Due to the necessary rearrangement of garbage routes,
please have all garbage out by 7 a.m.

Bruce McKerr,

Director of Public works.

S ASLAS LIS SIS S ALY

—

avoid insulting anyone,” he
admitted.

Even though the essential
message of the book is ser-
ious, Henry said there are
still nuggets of humor to be
found through its pages.

One such gem concerns
famed sportswriter Jim
Proudfoot, now a close family
friend.

When Otto and Maria
where just starting out on
their rise to world acclaim,
Proudfoot began following
themm as a reporter, but he
proved himself a jinx.

Whenever he was watching
them perform, one of them
would fall.

When Proudfoot wasn’t in
the audience, the perfor-
mance would be letter per-
fect.

That jinx caused some
fears at the world champion-
ships, because although the
newsman had been trying all
day not to look at them per-
form, he finally gave way to
temptation and took a peek at
them on the ice.

The second he did that,
Maria fell in the middle of a
tricky aerial manoeuver.

The fall didn't prevent
them from taking top honors,
however.

For Maria, the book is a
chance not only for others to
share part of the full life she
has led, but for them to learn
something of the danger of
Communism.

"1 think people who haven't
been through Communism
must learn a lot from this, be-

cause it has a family going
through it — that makes it a
lot more interesting.’’

“It's surprising for them to
realize just what some people
had to go through.”

Maria admitted their skat-
Ing victory in 1962 was a vic-
tory for democracy - even the
communist journalists
showed the fear of leaders in
refusing to write about the
Canadian stars who had es-
caped from the Communist
Bloc 13 years before.

“They were afraid und they
were told not to write about us
because they didn’t want to
show that someone could es-
cape and still make a success
of themselves outside of
Communism,”’ she said.

This dislike of Communism
and suspision of socialism 1s A
feeling that has also crept
into Otto’s political work, he
admitted, although he
stressed he isn't the witch-
hunting fanatic some people
believe him to be

“My views aren't fanatical,
they're realistic — I realize
the danger of socialism that is
creeping into our unions and
into other walks of life, but
certainly the feeling that I see
a Commie under every rock is
laughable and ridiculous,’’ he
added.

“This book is essentially a
family story, but it stretches
beyond that because it tells
the story of all families.”

“On Thin Ice retails for
$2.25 and is available through
most bookstores

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13

H:30 — Bahai’'s Present
6:00

Ontario Outdoors - Bob Ollivier

6:30 - Photography Today - Paul Barber
/:00 —Magazine - Christmas at the Halton
Museum . Kelso

/:30 — Beyond Belief

THURSDAY. DECEMBER 14
2. 30 - A Visit With Santa Claus

5:45 - Acton Santa Claus Parads

b 00 - Georgetown Santa Claus Parade
b 30 - 5t John's Choir Sings Carols
!0

Credit Valley Artisans (silversmithin

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19
6 00— Magazini
b:30 - It's Christrmas

Note: Time and program changes will be posted on Cable 4

Call Now for the Cable Connection
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The new breed of Deere.
Low center of gravity for
stability. Low-alloy-steel

frame for lightweight
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Padded seat. Adjust-
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PROFIT.

You Benefit from our Good
Planning and our Buying Power!

GUARANTEED SAVINGS
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Beautiful
Bodyguards”
Clothmg

There's an exc
selection of Jot
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fashions this season

Choose from one-,
two-, or three-piece
styles for adults.
One- or two-piece
styles for chiidren.
We also have a full
line of helmets,
boots, sweaters,
caps, and handwear

Boots, Gloves,
Mittens

We have John Deere
nylon-top boots for
the entire family, and
leather-top boots for
men. Colorful socks
t00. Handwear
includes mittens. one:
finger mittens, and
gloves

Spitfire™

aluminum slige-rail
suspension QISC
Drake direct drive
storage compart-
ment and more.

- John Deere compact

weighs just 275 pounds
yet teatures: :
tfree-air engine
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