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By Linda Kirbsy
I WO vears ago, Ue viilton
Optimist Club began making
serious plans to get work
underway for a brand new
community vouth centre.

A building committee was
necessarvy and a chairman
was sought for that commit-
tee. A one year member, Al
Llogan, volunteered his ser-
vices as building chairman.

“If you can go and build a
building, gotoit,”” he was told
by the then president, Bob
Ives

Since that time, /he has
directed most of the con-
struction of the project and
watched from the first day,
when the bulldozer began
clearing the soil for the
toundations.

In Spetember, his
dedication to the job was
rewarded by the Optimists
members with his apointment
as building manager.

The full time job will entail
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general administration of the
building, as well as seeing to
the final construction details,
explained Mr. Logan.

He is pleased with the job
and takes great pride in the
way that the club has accom-
plished its dream in building
the centre.

It i1s a unique building and
the only one of its kind in
Milton, he notes admiringly.

The main hall seats 400
people with its most popular
feature, a great stone fire-
place in one corner of the
room.

The i1dea for the fireplace
came after Al Logan and
another member were
relaxing in the living room of
his friend in front of a big
cozy fire.

Plans for the building date
back many years, but the
actual drawings and sketches
began just two years ago.

With the help of Optimist
members Bill MeGinnis and
Ken Rigg, the trio sat down to
figure out what kind of a
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“We just had a piece of
paper with a sketch, and from
there until the final drawings,
we went through 18 sket-
ches,” recalls Mr. Logan.

“The building kept con-
tracting and expanding as we
in certain

decided to put
items and take out others.”

When they finished, they

had a building that was to in-
clude four squash courts,
three separate bars, addi-
tional health club facilities, a
facility for the Milton Opti-

mist Air Cadets, space for
other youth groups and a
snack shop, in addition to the

main Optimist hall.
Although Mr.

members.

The building committee
alone includes eight members
who devoted many hours to

Logan is
credited with much of the
success in the completion of
the building, he is quick to
point out that the building
represents the efforts of all

the actual construction of the
projecit |TH=_\. include Bill
McGinnis, Gord Hull, Pete
Crewson, Richard Furlong,
Herb Higgs, Ken Rigg, Jens
Nielsen and John Trudeau.

By Mr. Logan's
calculations, the club mem-
bership has saved approx-
imately $24,000 in volunteer
labor.

He further estimates the
building committee has
donated a total of 15,000 hours
iIn committee work.

Although the top part of the
building is near completion, it
will be a couple more months
until the lower part of the
structure is complete.

The unfinished state of the
building has not, however,
deterred interested groups
from making bookings in the
coming year. Mr. Logan will
be responsible for taking all
reservations, handling the
catering for social functions
and making sure there is suf-
ficient staff and stock. He
expects to hire a part-time
janitor and Optimist mem-

Optimists appoint building manager

bers will likely staff the bars,
he explains

His responsibilities also
include administering the
health club which is expected
to draw a membership of 200
people.

Mr. Logan is well
acquainted with the running
ol a community centre.

Prior to his arrival in
Canada in 1975 with his wife
Eileen, the.couple owned a
hotel catering business in his
home town of Manchester,
England.

He also worked in a finance
company for a period of four
vears and with his move to
Canada, took on a position
with the Halton Credit Union.
He also worked with the Oak-
ville Auto Employees Credit
Union.

Despite the size and
amount of facilities, Al Logan
has further ideas for the
centre. He does not see it fin-
ished yet, but looks forward
to the installation of a swim-
ming pool some time in the
future.

OPTIMIST CLUB
FIRST ANNUAL NEW YEAR’'S

BALL
SUNDAY, DEC. 31/78

9 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Dancing To The

Acoustics

Includes Buffet,
Refreshments, Prizes,
Novelties

*35.00 per couple
Only 90 tickets left

Please call 878-8411
878-7443

878-6921

Optimist Centre
Commercial St., Milton
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- Florida Vacation for 2 with every 200% purchase

TIME OUT for a break as Milton Optimist Club members Bill McGinnis e ORI s -
(left), Al Logan and Bruce Fendley enjoy the warmth of the fireplace in ‘-'fi'? i e “:“:' b R|Ch & Rare Classy Feellng
their new hall. Al Logan has been appointed building manager and will be IRT A

at the new centre full time to handle final construction details and ad-
ministration of the facilities.

Optimist hall

ready by Dec. 7

The Optimist Youth Centre,
scheduled to open earlier this
month to the public, will be
ready for social functions by
Dec. 7, according to its
building manager, Al Logan.

The Optimist Club plans to
hold a supper meeting in the
new facility on Thursday,
Dec. 7. Two days later, Milton
District Hospital will hold its
annual Christmas party.

As the newly appointed
bullding manager, Mr. Logan
1S kept busy with both the
final construction of the youth
complex and bookings for the
finished hall.

The Club plans to hold its
own Christmas dance in the
new building as well as a New
Year's dance and dinner

The New Year's dance is
open to the public and will
feature a live band, as well as
“all you can eat and drink”
for $35 a couple.

The club has also received
bookings for five weddings in
the coming vyear, said Mr.
LLogan. Reservations for the
hall can be made by con-
tacting Mr. Logan. Any ac-
tivities involving  youth
groups, such as the local unit
of Brownies or Cubs will be
granted free use of facilities,
he said.

“We want the community
to come out and use it as
much as possible,”” he said,
adding the club will attempt
to fit in as many local groups
as possible.

GGuide news

The theme of the Brownie
and Guide hike on Nov. 5th
was nature preparing for
winter. It was a beautiful day
with a very large turnout of
both children and adults. The
hike was along the Bruce
Trail at St. Helena Road.
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On Saturday, Nov. 11th, all
units of Brownies and Guides
participated in the Remem-
brance Day Parade
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As with so many local
groups, Brownies and Guides
had a Charlie Brown float in
the Santa Calus Parade. Most
of the girls walked behind the
float dressed as Snoopies,
LLinuses or Christmas pre-
sents.
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GUARANTEED
CHRISTMAS
INSTALLATION
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One of our Very Finest

Luxury
at a
Super
Price. ..

*16

SHAGS...

ideal for Do-It-Yourself Installation
Colours: Rust, Blue, Gold, Green,
Harvest, Chocolate
Super for Family & Bedrooms

Compare at $10.95 sq. yd.

sq. yd.

“Acrylic”’
Woven back - slight
imperfection. Suggested
Retail $25.95 sq. yd. if first

Colours: brown, beige,
gold, suede and fawn.

RUBBER
BACKED

$799

sq. yd.

U N DER"'PAD 88¢ sq. yd.

Right Next Door
320 Steeles Avenue

$277 " $599

Values to $14.95 sq. yd.

CARPET
SHACK

.~ Thinking about decorating
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in your home?

Why not start by having your
favourite chair or sofa reupholstered
by our skilled craftsmen.
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CALLTODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

878-9094
Milton Upholstering

Mon.-Sat. 9-5 © Fri. 9.9

ARG
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751 Steeles Avenue

MILTON DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
PRESENTS

for the community

“"DECK THE HALLS"”

December 7th
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Open House and Curriculum Night

Choose From Our Large
In-Stock Inventory

COMPARE AT *21.95 SQ. YD

Armstrong

floor fashiong

Features: 1. Cabaret - Scarlet Fever

M.D.H.S. Singers
. Displays - Academic Areas
. Displays - Extracurricular Activities
. Raffle - Log Cabin Quilt

made by the students

. Bake Sale
. Do-it-yourself Activities
. Contests
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