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Milton Then and Now

By Mel Robinson

In The Champion of April 9, 1908 there
were two items about a new industry which
was expected to come to Milton. There was
an editorial in which it was announced that
a big manufacturing company had agreed
to locate here. It intended to establish large
and up-to-date machine shops which would
attract skilled workers to the town. It was
the first of the companies sought for the
town by that vigorous promoter, T. C.
Livingston, who had moved to the town just
a short time before. The editorial gave
great credit to him and to the council for
attracting this promising industry.

The other item was a report of the
meeting at which the council, in committee
as a whole, had considered the terms of an
agreement with the officials of the com-
pany. This agreement was signed and
sealed at this important meeting. The
company was expected to become one of
the foremost manufacturing plants in
Ontario.

The members of the company who had
come to work out the agreement remained
to negotiate the purchase of a site for the
new plant, which would have to be at least
three acres in extent. In the next issue of
The Champion the new firm was identified
as c;he P. L. Robertson Manufacturing Co.
Ltd.

The company agreed to locate here
permanently and to open one wing for
operations immediately. It would use the
Canadian patents for the Robertson wood
screw and the companion screw driver.

Milton was to become well known as the
place of manufacture of the socket head
screw and driver. Some of the machinery
had already been shipped from the “old
country’

One of the attractions offered by the
company officials was that its machine
shops would offer repair services to other
firms in the area. This promise was made
good, especially in the early years of
operations. The company advertised
regularly in The Champion that its business
included machine repair services and
electroplating (nickel, silver) and copper
oxidizing.

In consideration of the undertakings of
the company, the council agreed to submit
for the approval of the voters a by-law to
grant an interest-free loan for $10,000 to the
company.

[t granted a 10-year exemption from
municipal taxes—other than taxes for
schools. which the town did not have power
to waive.

The town agreed to provide up to 4,000
gallons of water per day, with a maximum
charge of eight cents per 1,000 gal.

It agreed to use its influence in obtaining
a satisfactory disposal of the firm’s
sewerage.

It also agreed to provide and maintain a
roadway to the company’s premises.

The growth of the company’s operations
was to come in phases. In the first place a
machine shop was required and at the same
time the first machines for the manufac-
ture of screws were to be installed.
Eventually the company was to go into the

Deal brings PLR to town

manufacture of nails and tacks. Tied :n
with this project was the plan to set up a
factory building for the drawing of wire for
use in the manufacture of screws, bolts,
tacks and nails. In addition it was hoped to
sell drawn wire for the general market.

The whole concept of the operation was a
mature one. Years before, P. L. Robertston
had become impressed by the need for a
better screw than the commonly used slot-
head one. He had taken up the concept of a
screw with a square socket in its head to
accommodate a square-tipped screw
driver. After obtaining patent rights for the
idea, it was years before his ideas could be
developed into a commercially attractive
proposition.

The site acquired was the one still oc-
cupied by the firm—a wedge-shaped area
north of the Grand Trunk railway line,
facing Bronte St. between the railway line
and the old cemetery. The first building
erected was the machine shop which was
put up alongside the old cemetery.

In the succeeding years more buildings
were built and the machinery for use in
them was acquired in an orderly and rapid
program. The need for money to meet the
payroll of the young company, and also to
meet the need for funds for new buildings
and 1achinery was intense The

achievement of P. L.. Robertson in setting
this complicated venture on the road to
success was truly a great one. Its im-
portance to the people of the town in good
scarcely be

times and bad can
overestimated.

Between the Willows

Rats! November already?

By Don Byers

Those of you who find yourselves ‘‘Between the Willows™
on a regular basis already know how I feel about this nothing
month.

A year ago, | went on and on: about bare, leafless trees,
bereft of their brilliant colors of October; the dull, brown
fields. and the grey, scowling skies.

This time. I want to think positively. After all, like it or not,
November is upon us. And there is nothing anyone can do but
grin and bear it—our spirits lifted with thoughts of March,
down the long and dreary road ahead, and what sardonic
sadistic. soul-searing slaps this rotten month delivers to
Canadians. still ravaged and rocked after surviving your
average winter

One thing to be said about November is, at least, we've had
a fairly pleasant summer and fall in which to build up our
strength.

Surely, there must be more. Keep digging, Don

With
Nancy Gordon

Dear God:

| remember, vears ago the miracle You performed which
enabled my sister Evelyn to live a full, useful life. As [ recall,
at the age of twelve Evelyn with our five brothers and sisters
were swimming at the private beach at our parent 'S cottage.

Evelyn complained to mother of her left leg feeling ex-
tremely She was told to sit on the beach and rest for awhile.
However. she became increasingly worse. A day later
Evelyn was completely paralyzed in both legs Upon the doc-
tor's consultation it was found to be Infantile Paralysis.
which results in being a paralytic for life

Being only twelve years old she felt ver) depressed and
vietimized. Having healthy brothers and sisters, Evelyn
questioned: “Why me” " —as she was totally bedridden. Five
years passed with no improvement.

Mother, upon hearing of a Redemptorist priest coming to
our parish for a one week mission, in desperation, requested
a visit to our home for a praver to comfort us This
Redemptorist priest visited our home and praved with
Evelyn.

A few days later, while working downstairs Mother heard a
noise from the floor above. She then went to the bottom of the
stairs. not knowing what the noise could have been. There at
the top of the stairs, on her own two feet, stood Evelyn with
only the stair railing for suppor! Praise God!

To make a long and happy story short, Evelyn was never
physically strong but was able to hold an office job, met Jim
and they shared a long, fulfilled married life until Evelyn
reached her seventieth vear. Which was a gift You granted
The medical profession said they did not understand it as she
should have been bedridden for life. Such recovery as hers
had never been recorded betore

We hear daily of the special work You do. Thank You God.

Evelyn was my dear and loved sister

Albert Yeats

Ashburn, Ontario

This letter is shared with you lor there are so many who
don't know that God’s help and love is an everyday ex-
perience. Please share with us and others what God has done
for you

Write to: SHARING, P.O. Box 57. ACTON, Ontario, L6J
2M2.

For that little touch
that expresses you

COME IN SOON
& MAKE

YOUR SELECTION
§78-2881

You Extra Touch Florist

MILTON MALL

Ah. November can’t be a dead loss if you are celebrating a
birthday or wedding anniversary. Then, again.

I always awake on the first day of the 11th month won-
dering where the trick-or-treat freaks threw my mail box, the
night or two before. Maybe we'll get lucky this year and it
will be right there, just across Walker's Line from our
driveway. I don’t know how many more trips, through the
air and over the fence and into the field below, the battered
old thing can take

November. November, November, creeps in this pett}
pace from day today

‘ED'S NOTE: Come on, Don, what happened to your
“positive thinking?'’) So it slipped a little. Let’s have another
go

The dying days of November (well chosen words, 1t | may
say s0) bring us to a Canadian phenomenon known as “‘Grey
Cup Week "', or, the nutsy, national drunkeroo.

For years I really turned on to this great East-West gel
together —especially the breathless thrills of The Big Game.

But, anymore, the silly festivities before the teams face
each other on the frozen field, hold about as much real ex
citement as the match itself. Boring.

And. having said all that, guess who will be glued to the
tube from the opening kick-off? ['ll probably be watching the
Grey Cup Parade, too. Perhaps I has something to do with
“November Numbness'', which, by that time, will have
completely engulfed me.

Of course. the fireplaces are fun at this time of year. their

dancing flames fighting off the gloom. And the long evenings
are conducive to catching up on your reading. . especially
those beautiful travel brochures, seducing us hard rocks of
the North with fantastic color photos of sparkling, white
beaches. azure waters, waving palm trees, and string
bikinis. = .all drenched in golden sunshine.

Well 1've made it through more than 50 Novembers, so far
What's one more”?

The first place
readers look
for news . ..
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GUS GOUTOUSKI
REGION

SHOULD YOUR TRUSTEE BE CONCERNED

ABOUT THE TYPES OF PROGRAMS
AVAILABLE TO YOUR CHILD?

RE-ELECT BILL

LAWSO

Halton Board of Education
Ward 2 Milton
Phone 878-629

instructions
for making

REE

KNITTING BAG
with every $15 purchase

of yarn or macrame

THE
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Saturday, Nov. 4, 1978

% TOURS OF PRODUCTION FACILITIES
 GIFTS FOR THE CHILDREN

SOCK MONKEY

' HHL.I'I‘IH':HT Mally)

— BILL LAWSON IS5 —

GLENMILL

586 MAIN ST. GLEN WILLIAMS 877-1351

No permission

| ne Lanada sail LT}

has learned that an unknown
individual or group of indiv
duals i1s using the name
“Elmer The Safety Ele-
phant”’ to solicit donations
from businessmen and
women for an alleged child-

ren's safety publication.

The Canada Safety Council
does not sponsor such a
publication, and as a matter
of policy, does not accept
advertising in any of the
Council’s publications.

Right to

the name and
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Using Elmer's name

haracter of kFimer S neid
hy the Canada saitety councu
and no permission has been
given for use of Elmer's
name in this tashion.

The  Council depends
greatly upon the generosity of
corporate and other donors
for the continuance and
development of safety
programs, and is concerned
that well-intended donations
be diverted by an apparently
fradulent scheme, instead of
being sent directly to Council
offices in Ottawa.

FALL SPECIAL

445 & CANUCK CHAIRS
855 CAPTAIN & BARRELS

L' foam backing quilted
100% nylon flame resisting fabric
e slotted assembly reversible arms

.2 * moulded total comfort seat

i

¥aE
T

Contoured for comfort, cover NOW 99

ed in flame retardant jersey

backed with vinyl

6176 Mississauga Rd. N

Mississauga

natural wood veneers, carafully mati

* fusedq system
* high range attenuator mounted
o push buiton terminals

* removableé acousti foam ftront
e full five year warranty

QUALITY HANDCRAFTED CANADIAN LOUDSPEAKERS
Special ends Saturday, November 11 6 p.m. e
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Sat.9-6 p.m. RERN

XX

Fed in Dairs

NON-RECLINING ONLY

MISSISSAUGA TRUCK

CENTRE401LTD. [
326-2732 |

Ladies and Gentlemen—
We're introducing our

top of the line Stereo Speake
at top of the line Savings.

CASH AND CARRY SAVINGS

h% ON SERIES lla

25% ON EXECUTIVE SPEAKERS

STANDARD FEATURES:

hand-veneered cabinets avadable n

i} VANnaTy o1

DIV. OF 389234 ONT. LTD.

347c Guelph St.,
Georgetown
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Plan skit on foods

hy Donna stewart

Hornby North Seniors 4-r
Homemaking Club was held
at Reids'. The 4-H pledge was

led by Debbie Routledge,
followed by Marcia
McPherson reading  her
minutes from the last
meeting.

Cathy Routledge and
Annette  Reid prepared

creamy ham and mushroom
supper, Donna Stewart and
Betty Marchment prepared
metric tea biscuits, Marcia
McPherson and Debbie Rout-

10

e VANS
o 4x4
e PICK-UPS

e ————— =

edge prepared cheese and
viembers discuss tne part)
that will be held. They will
work on the skit ‘“We're here,
we're hungry’’ at this
meeting.

The meeting was finished
by sampling the prepared
food along with coffee, tea
and milk.

Milton Optimist Club
plans to hold its first meeting
in the new Youth Centre at
Brian Best Park this week

REG. $149.95

(416) 877-0533

WE ALSO STOCK
HORN ADAPTOR
KITS FOR
YOUR VEHICLE

REG. $15.95-538.95

$300

FROM

3
2
“HERE'S HOW
PO OB
THESE
VANTASTI

TECHNICAL INFORMATION:

JAMAR SOUND
M7C G ilnh Street
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