Union president’s firing stirs
controversy at Countryside

Countryside, the group
home for mentally retarded
adults at Hornby, became a
storm centre for the third
time in four months this
week, when Nellie Pitt of
Acton, president of the seven-
member counsellors’ union,
was fired.

Mrs. Pitt, who is claiming
wrongful dismissal and has
protested to the Canadian
Labor Congress, has been a
counsellor at the Hornby
home for the past two years.
She was named president of
the union when it was formed
in April of this year.

A complaint may also be
lodged with the Canadian
LLabor Relations Board over,
the firing.

But Edith Hilfman of
Acton, president of the North
Halton Association for the
Mentally Retarded which
administers Countryside in
conjunction with the provin-
cial government, told this
newspaper Mrs. Pitt’s firing
was legitimate and legally
done. Mrs. Pitt was given
three warnings, in writing —
one by former director of the
home Robert Bilodeau and
two by acting director Jennie
Kuiken who replaced Bilo-
deau in May.

Mrs. Pitt was officially
suspended on Aug. 4 by the
acting director, and the
NHAMR Board of Directors
met Tuesday evening of last
week and confirmed Mrs.
Kuiken's decision to fire Mrs.
Pitt, said Mrs. Hilfman.

It was Mrs. Hilfman who
told Mrs. Pitt on Wednesday
morning, Aug. 16, that she
was fired, on the recom-
mendation of Mrs. Kuiken,
and with the approval of the
Board. Mrs. Hilfman said
“interference with manage-
ment’’ was the reason given.

Mrs. Pitt is 49. She had been
one of the negotiators repre-
senting the seven residence
counsellors who were negot-
iating with the Board for the
counsellors’ first contract.

The Countryside union 18
believed to be one of the
smallest independent unions
in Canada.

Mrs. Hilfman said it ap-
pears that since the firing
Wednesday, Mrs. Pitt has
been waging a campaign for
re-instatement, via the news
media. She said
received several calls from
newspapers and redio
stations who were contacted
by Mrs. Pitt.

The Board chairman said
there is ‘“‘absolutely no
connection’’ between the May
resignation of Countryside
director Bob Bilodeau and
Mrs. Pitt's firing. ""They are
two very different things,”
she added.

Bilodeau, Director at the
group home for two and a half
vears, has since been charged
with 14 counts of fraud, by
Halton Regional Police. He
is due for his first appear-
ance in Provincial Court in
Milton on Monday morning of
next week.,

Charges were laid Aug. 3 by
Halton Regional Police
following a lengthy investi-
gation. Bilodeau is charged
with misappropriation ot over

she had,

allowances.

Mrs. Hilfman said the
Board and union are in the
middle of what she termed
“favorable” negotiations
over the contract right now.
The Board has never fought

.the introduction of a union at

Countryside, she assured this
newspaper — ‘‘we didn’t fight

it at all, we feel unions can
work both ways.”

The negotiators are
meeting again tonight
(Wednesday). The union is
expected to name a
replacement on
iating team for Mrs. Pitt.

The first controversy at
Countryside
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volved the dismissal of Alice
Maybanks of Georgetown, a
residence counsellor who was
let go just after her 13-week
probationary period ended.
Mrs. Maybanks publically
complained that she was dis-
missed because she refused
to join the union, and because
of a personality clash with
Mrs. Pitt. The Board denied
this, however, claiming Mrs.
Maybanks was let go at the
end of her probationary
period because she did not fit
in with the residents and
staff.

Countryside houses 16 men-
llly retarded adults from the
North Halton area. It 1s
supported by the Ministry of
Community and Social
Services and by the NHAMR
through its annual Flowers of
Hope and other fund-raising
appeals in the North Halton
area. It is affiliated with ARC
workshop at Hornby, where
several Countryside residents
work.
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KEEPER OF LAND of Never Mind threatens the Bird Boy
while Angela and Max (the “*Jello Fellow’') and audience of
children watch in horror. The Bird Boy, a presentation of
Theatre Max of Guelph, attracted a large crowd. After the

performance members of the cast answered questions from
the children. Milton Library has been running special
features for children throughout the summer.
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3 DAYS ONLY ALL SALES FINAL

Regulai Buok Price
6.59
SINGLE ROLL

$5.000 from the residents’
monthly spending money

No insurance

$12,000
damage

An umnsured driver tallied
up a bill of $12,000 after
smashing into three new
trucks ondisplay at North End
Datsun on Monday evening.

(Geoffrey McLaren, 33, from
Waterdown was northbound
on Martin St9 when he lost
control of his car and sped
across the southbound lane of
Martin St

Narrowly missing a ditch,
the vehicle tore through a
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Milton Council and Staff
Maplehurst Correctional Centre
Halton Regional Police

National Trust and Mrs. P. Davis
A .E. LePage and Mr. H. Sherman
Knox Presbyterian Church
Charles Hotel

Milton Music

Milton District High School

S.A. Fay & Sons

Displays

Rotary Club of Milton

Ambiant Systems and Knecht & Berchtold
Milton Scuba Club

Milton Jaycees

Halton Museum

Endurance House Paint
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Molsons Community Service & Kevin Hood
Tremaine-Britannia Citizens Group
Canadian Legion

Fisher Stoves

White Oak Pottery

Brennan's Photography

Ontario Steam & Antique Association
Optimist Club of Milton

Racers Edge

Markov Associlates

Mr. McLaren escaped with
minimal injury.

Damage to the three display
vehicles 1s  estimated at
$11.000—plus another $800 for
his own 1973 Oldsmobile.

Weather resistant, stays
bright and ciean.

Long lasting protection for
siding, trim ana primed
metal.
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Entertainers

The Clown Band of §rampton

Gord Coulter, D.J.

Milton Senior Citizens Orchestra

Jerry Jones Barbershop Quartet

The One Eyed Jacks

Judy, Glen, Wally and Robbie Hunter

Carrie Ann, Leslie Shaffer and Monique Hadley,
Charlie Richard, Randy Lippai and Gail Webber,
Genge Wood and Robert Frame
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