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CIliff Houston retires

Baseball, hockey helped
shape his work career

By John Challinor

Cliff Houston's sociai,
recreational and occupa-
tional life have always been,
currently are and probably
will always be affected by his
involvement in the com-
munity athletic scene—even
though he just recently
retired from his job at P.L.
Robertson’s in Milton after 35
years of service.

Houston’s athletic endea-
vors, be it as a goaltender in
hockey or a backcatcher in
baseball, have shaped his life
and have led him to the point
along the path he now walks.
He has played and umpired
baseball and he has also
played and refereed hockey
most of his life.

“Obviously, I didn't start
my career at P.L.'s,” the
slightly graying Houston
said. ‘'l wanted to be a drug-
gist and I started out as a
druggist. I appreinticed as one
while I was playing hockey in
Hamilton. As it happened |

was injured and by the time |

got back from my injury, my
job was gone."”’

Houston, now 69, said he
went back to the team after
his injury had healed and

explained to them he was hurt

and lost his job while playing
for them.

“The sponsor of the team
was a clothing store called

Grafton’s,”” Houston said.
“They hired me as a store

clerk until the season was
over. At that time the depres-
sion was about to strike and

business was slow. They said
they let me go for that
reason.”’

Houston'’s ability as a base-
ball player earned him a job
at Westinghouse.

“l was a lodge member in
Hamilton,”” Houston remem-
bers. ‘“The lodge sponsored
the baseball team I played
for. I needed a job and the
lodge recommended that |
contact a lodge member who
might hire me at Westing-
house.

Houston worked for
Westinghous as a clerk in the
office until he was let go in
1930.

He returned to Milton and
was hired to work at Domin-
ion Woolens and Worsteds in
Peterborough shortly after
wards.

He worked in Peterborough
for six years. While there, he
met his wife Lil. They have
been married for 43 years.

He decided he wanted to
come back to Milton and
worked in the hockey stick
factory for a short while.

When Milton Wool Mills
opened, he worked there for
four years, putting their
machinery together for

Juveniles blow final

Milton's Wilson Auctioneer
juveniles travelled to Orange-
ville to take part in the week--
long Kinsmen Tournament.
Milton crushed St. Mary’s 6-0,
the pre-tourney favorile
Woodstock 5-1, then Sarnia 7-1
only to fall to Mount Forest in
the final 7-4.

It was strictly no contest in
the first three games for
Milton as they played poorly
but won easily. Against St.
Mary's Jerry Dean made two
early key saves to preserve
his shutout and blanked Wood-
stock in the second game until
30 seconds remained in the
play.

The local played their worst
game of the year, according to
their coach, in the final
against Forest. He said Forest
was the best team Milton had
met in the tournament but
should have defeated them
handily.

The Auctioneers picked up
the majority of the penalties
on “stupid’” infractions and
they had forgotten that if they

wanted to win they had to
backcheck. The Milton
defencemen and goaltender
were often left at the mercy of
three and four Mount Forest
attackers.

The closest Milton came to
winning was when Tom
Chuchmach scored from Al
Crisci and Rob Champoux to
tie the score 1-1, late in the
opening period. The opposition
then nailed four goals in suc-
cession to salt the game away.
Alfonso Crisci, Bill Lyons and
Jay Norland scored for Milton
to make the game score
respectable.

In the tournament action
Eric Ellison was the top
marksman for Milton with
five goals and four assists. Bill
Lyons tallied four goals and an
assist while Jim Longdo hit for
four markers. Crisci potted a
pair with four assists and
Dave Marshall scored once
and assisted on four others.
Jay Norland scored once and
added two assists and Chuch-
mach tallied a single.

CTC midgets lose

Milton Canadian Tire major
midgets dropped their first
game in the Silver Stick

tournament and battled till the

final seconds of the consola-
tion final when a goal into an
emply net ended their hopes of
returning with hardware.

The CTC midgets have
played badly shorthanded for

the past month and had their
ranks further depleted with
players attending to their part
time jobs. With four alternate
players on the bench they
battled their way to the con-
solation final and team of-
ficials said they are surely the
team with the most ““‘guts’’ in
Milton.

In game one Milton fell to
Whitby 5-3 as Mike Shepherd
took the goaltending duties.
Whitby must have caught
Shepherd on the nap as they
scored on a shot from the
centreline and on one from the
corner.

In game two Milton edged
St. Catharines 5-4. Amazing
performances from all
players included dedication
displays by captain John Leo-
prich who rarely left the ice,
Norm Flemington and Scott

but team has guts

gutsy play but couidn’t put the
puck into the net. Milton, inan
attempt to grab the tie for
overtime, pulled their goal-
tender and Bramalea signed
the warrent for execution and
fired two quick goals into the
open net.
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POINTING OUT HIS Milton Baseball Club team picture taken dur ing the

late 1920s is Milton native Cliff Houston. Houston retired Dec.

23 after

nearly 35 years with P.L. Robertson’s. He received a gold watch from the
compa ]Y and a leather wallet filled with cash from fellow emplovees

Baseba
him find employment.

them—a skill he obtained
while working in Peterbor-
ough.

Before the mill went broke,
Houston lei: and began a rou-
tine of applying for a job at
P.L.’s. He was playing goal
for their hockey team in the
Ontario Rural Hockey
Association.

“Things were pretty rough
for a while,”” Houston said.
“But on my 35th birthday
(May 4, 1943) I said to Lil, my
wife, I had a feeling things
were going to change—some-
thing good was going to
happen. Before I could get it
all out there was a knock on
the door. The manager at
P.L.'s was at the door and
asked me if I wanted to start
working the next morning. I
said yes—and have been
there ever since.”

Houston, a native Milton-
1an, worked in the shipping
and packaging department at
P.L.'s the entire length of his
employment. He was a fore-
man of different sections of
the bulk shipping division and
the lubricizing and cartoning
division for nine years.

Employees and manage-
ment surprised Houston with
a retirement party in his
honor Friday, Dec. 23.

Approximately 100 people
gathered around the Milton
sportsman and presented him
with tokens of their apprecia-
tion for his 35 vear effort.

Management presented
him with a gold watch and the
employees gave him a wallet
filled with a sizeable amount
of money.

Houston has no definite
long term plans for his retire-
ment.

“My wifeand I plan to go to
Barbados for three weeks
soon,””  Houston smiled.
“We've been going there for

Want a nutritious and warming punch for after
toboganning and snowmobiling? Your local Consumer
Services Representative at Union Gas recommends:

WARMING WINTER PUNCH

1 orange, unpeeled |
1 lemon, unpeeled
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DOWNHILL SPEEDSTER: Glen I den ski hills
were in full swing over the weekend holiday with
the area reporting good conditions
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Houston 1s the proud father
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MOULD'INGS

ADHESIVE

Eves who double and ll'ip]E 5 cup granu]ated sugar

shifted between forward and I 15 cup brown sugar, packed l
defence and '‘Tiger” Duane 2 cups water

Stark who never stopped 4 sticks cinnamon

hitting and skating. When the \» teaspoon whole cloves
smoke had cleared, “Tiger” 4 cups reconstituted {rozen
Stark had nailed four goals. I orange juice

Flemington nailed the other 4"6".1[1q pineapple juice .
goal for the win and assisted 1, cup reconstituted lemon juice

on an another. Leoprich gar-
nered two assists and Doug
Dorsey assisted once.

Milton advance to the con-
solation finals against Brama-
lea-Chinguacousy at the
Earnscliffe Arena.

Milton played disciplined
cool hockey and allowed the
opposing teams to take the
penalties. The locals were
down 2-0 going into the third
period but battled to obtain a
goal to make a tie within reach
on a gnal by “Tiger” Stark
from Flemington. CTC team
coach said they controlled the
third period with inspired

& Ratchet Gun STUCCO $995 NN :'_‘-’;_IHL 1“:1- 1{11?1'&[ t ;::1

5175 Bag Mix 44 Lb. 10 $320 | mouidings in wood-
Adhesive . Ready to Use 1 gal 9 8 o1. Pkg ] grains or black, as well

| $2229 1S a selection of natural
RN o v 2 2% qai $2]95 Pkg. does approx. 10 pant ialals

Slice unpwh d fruit into rounds, discarding ends. Slice
in half ano UEH e In heal FHHIII pitcher. In large |
saucepan, combine sugars, watetl dmi spices; simmel
uncovered 10 minutes. Add the three juices; warm |
over low flame. Pour over sliced fruit; serve piping

hot. Makes about 12 cups. |
Phone Consumer Information today for more

nutritious food ideas!
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THE MANS SHOP Easy Pﬂrklng

m. 248 MAIN STREET, MILTON

Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6 Thurs. & Fri. till 9
378-3302

Telephone 526-2472
Toll Free 1-800-263-6965
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