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Board expanding French program despite protests

elementarsy “~t‘hilﬂi
taking much
this

Halton
children will be
more French beginning
vear

Thursday

Halton i"rtm:'ii. 01

Education approved a plan to
begin this vear phasing in 40
minutes ) mandatory
French instruction a day for
each student n grades tour
five. six. (irades seven andq
eight already have [French

1L|1t' DO0ATA disO =ft't"ii[‘tf NOW
stati w 11l he allocated Lo teach
extra French. to look turther
mto French immersion
courses nexi ear ind to
establish French learning
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(Centennial,
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(reorgetown and Mchkenzie
o

Smith. Acton, 1n L nortn
'I~]‘1I:~1T_f't*- sDent over [Wo
.h”l”""“' -Jﬂ'%"-!.* tne IssLIe

&= .--n....u-...nu--.,u--...u'-l...--"'h..-r'-.--"l-..-l"h

~

puzzler, muses Cindy Ruse, 11, of

o

| one of thousands of Milton and district students

which has been simmering
since the spring

Many students dropped out
of high school back in the

days when French was a
mandatory subject Trustee
[van Armstrong stated,

kicking off debate. He warned
more French in the schools
could cause problems for
many students

Because of public pressure
the board brought in core--
curriculum with an emphasis
on English and math, Arm-
strong noted. He predicted
expansion of French In
elementary schools would cut
into study of core-curricuium
subjects and suggested the
board stick to making sure
pupils are getting the basics
before adding more courses

He warned adding French

__Ba_c_k to school

Enrolments slightly lower

Enrolment in North Halton
schools was 45 students less
than projected tor this yeal
said Don Gentieman, assis
tant superintendent lor the
Halton Board ot .ducaliol

The projected enrolment
which Mr (zentleman sald
was tabulated last winter.
was 7.869 students. However

whnen }1*‘;“’!5 were counted
after the first week ol school

the actual enrolment in Nortn

Halton was 124 students
The t:!}i,-_-ii“’ difference be
tween actual and projected
enrolment ol lasses ocC
curred in W k's kindel
gartel \rad ol
education ‘ stimated
there would e nts but
only 27 children enrolled 1n
the class on the 1 lay of

<1 hl }{'ll

Two changes were required
among Halton teachers atter
enrolments were tabulated
Mr Gentleman said one full
time kindergarten teacher 1l
Georgetown was changed t
half NIJ!:‘:- schedule

teacher (ol

spring term the enrolment at
the school had risen sharply
from the fall and 1t became
necessary to hire suppi)
teachers to handle the over
load. The 1ncrease last spring
vas the main cause lor
throwing off the projections
1or this fall added Mr
(rentleman

[-stimates for enrolment at
RBaldwin Public School In
Dorset Park were off as only
586 children attended classes
'his was lower than the esl
mated figure of 613 students.

Vieanwhile Pineview

School on Trafalgar Ra.,
which 18 handiing students
bussed from the Baldwin
School area had 2 higher

number of students than was
anticipated. The board had
nrojected an attendance of
g7 students but 425 chiidren
showed up for the first week
of classes

However. Mr. Gentleman
said ubssbussing of about 40
students would still continue.

We haven't got room for
41l the kids in Baldwin,” he

school in Georgetown was said. ""we need leverage for
transtered rad ¥ growth
class al Vir Gentleman added that
Vilton vould like to solve that
This ! sroblem as soon as possible
necessdrlh ¢ 1 ommenting on the enrol
ment i ents n North Halton
studen! 'No0lSs general, Mr
ected tleman said each school’s
students dance tended to fluc
Mr ate fluidly either above or
clals wert hat below the projected enrol-
a higher students ments
were alttend e [n the kindergarten classes
than expecte the board had projected 836
He said tha ~ing the last students while the actual
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MATTHEW CORMAN

ANNOUNCEMENT

341 McNabb Cresc.
Milton

Receiving the tickets he won for the Boston vs.
Toronto game on September 8 from the Great
Root Bear who visited the A & W on Steeles
Avenue for the Steam Era Celebrations.

AsW

360 STEELES AVE.
MILTON 878-8125
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er a delightful summer holiday last week.

would mean more teachers
would eventually have to be
hired and would nave a ser
ous effect on the pupil-tea
cher ratio. Armstrong also
warned French would be
costly to local taxpayers and
reminded trustees that even
wit generous grants Irom
Queen's Park, the same tax
payers who foot the bill in
[lalton will feel the pinch 0Ol
provincial taxes

If the board expanded
F'rench, possibly this gener-
ation of students would be

able to learn to appreciate
(Canada’'s dual heritage,
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Immersion isn't for every

child but everyone in Halton
should be given the oppor
tunity to decide if they want
it, she added.

than official projections

attendance was 829 children.

The actual enrolment at
W1 Dick school was 212
students which was
than the projected figure ol
236

Martin St. Middle

had a projected enrolment of
students

107 but ended
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[ WONDER WHAT would happen if I convert it to “normal” arithmetic,
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work out the answer. then convert it back to metrics?, Cindy wonders as
the answer to the current problem continues to elude her. Oh well
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Trustee Fred Armitage
said the administration had
not made a good case showing
more French wouldn't harm
other subjects. ‘1 want to be
convinced there will be no
dilution of core-curriculum
by French.

The study of a second lang

uage olten improves com
mand of one’'s native tongue
Trustee Edna Robinson

declared

Trustee Florence Mears
said 1 was unfortunate
politics in  Quebec  was

making people reluctant to
introduce more French In
schools. She said nobody
knew for sure what children
will need to know 20 years
from now, so it was wrong to

with 419 after the first week ol
H‘hnni

Milton District High School
had 1, students attend
classes during the LHrsi week
of school. which was more
than the 1.333 students the
hoard had anticipated
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say French won't be needed.

F'rench appeals to a lot of
parents but not many pupils,
Trustee Don Long said,
noting many drop the subject
in high school after taking it
in grades seven and eight.

It was noted only 63 per
cent of all Halton grade nines
take French and just 45 per
cent of all high schoolers are

8 i "B E =T -"i.. L]
J.JI\:FH,: F'rench

F.ducation kEm
|.avendel some avoid
FFrench  in high  school
because they dislike the sub
ject but others dont take I

Director of

hi]iii

even though they like 1t
because other subjects have

even more appeal

.ong said the board would
he wasting money teaching
French in elementary school
if students don't continue the
subject in high school

He suggested a spending
ceiling be set on French pro-
grams., warning the costs
could really escalate in years
1O Ccome

l.ong also thought it was
one thing to make French
optional but In elementary
school it would be mandatory
while some pupils would

detest the subject

LLong said people hving In
other nations need to learn
.nglish because it is the lang
uage of business but Ontario
students would find very little
use for French

He was also concerned
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about starting new programs
with special staff require
ments in a time of dwindling
enrolments

Trustee Bert Hinton said
the board wasnt paymng
enough attention to concerns
about French in elementar)
schools expressed by Halton
principals. He noted prin
cipals feel 40 minutes a day ol
F'rench 1s long to hold
children’s interest and won
dered how many priority ob
jectives, like cur
riculum. a school can handie

“We should listen to the
professional’s practical ap
proach to French, ""Hinton
declared suggesting il be an
Hl:l!l}ﬂ;a| '-»i.:’."_!|!'l'| 50 these who
wish to take 1t can

l'a'“'.

Core

Trustee Bill Lawson noted
the board has been forced to
increase remedial education
and worried the introduction
of French would simply n
crease the number of stu
dents needing special help

He said 40 minute French
classes would be a disruption
to the school and warned
moving FKrench teachers
I I'OIm ¢1ass 1o class '.'-[Hil*l :!iihn
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Trustee Cam Jackson noted
much of Halton's population
nerease 1s immigrant fam
ilies and not only will
board be teaching
a second language but als
[-nglish in the future

There isn't a unity problem

REGORD BONANLA
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HEY' I'VE GOT IT! Now why didn’t I think of that before” (} well, iss
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Ruse, if all the problems can be worked out that quickly, it’s going to be a

great year of school.
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in Canada, Trustee Elsie Hil-
son said. She told the board in
her opinion the only unity
problem 1s the one " some-
one'’ in Ottawa is creating for
political gain.

She said parents are more
interested in their children
learning math and English.

Trustees Long, Armsirong,
Hinton, Hilson, G. Lawson,
J 1 Cleland. and Fred Armi
tage all opposed various
aspects of the French expan-
sion when voting took place.

ilton

(Champion photos by Peter McCusker)
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e CALL-US TODAY o
s78.4821 Batley Fuels ss-a821

Heating & Air Conditioning Installation & Sarvic'fng
Bruce Bell R.R. 3, Miiton 24 Hr. Service
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ools-Sales & Accessories

e New Dupont fabric
has stood up to the
toughest Canad&an
winters for up to

5 full years

Resists cold to -60°F

e SPECIAL CHEMICAL INHIBITORS ADDED FOR LONG LIFE & PLIABILITY

529 Main Street East, Mitor_l, Ontario -

A COVE

e Resist ultra violet
e Stops deterioration
e Prevents algae growth

They're designed for Canadian Winters

* Tough double * Tough triple-fokd
stitched seams self supporting border
and hems with e New tough construction
Dacron — rased supports the heaviest

4 layer seams snow loads

| DON'T MISS THESE LOW INTRODUCTORY PRICES 4654

pius! SAVE $8.00 seoneserr 21

INGROUND COVERS — DELUXE DUPONT
POOL SIZE

4 x 28
6 x 32
6 x 38
18 x 36
20 x 40

3

i

Cover Kit Includes -

r O
P
AQUA
COVER

SALE PRICE

$107.65
$119.95
$143.25
$156.75
$182.25

IF YOU BUY OR ORDER

COVER SIZE

20 x 34
22 x 38
22 x 44
24 x 42
26 x 46

_ Durable Storage Container Tie Down Ropes

and Pegs, Double Brass Grommets Every Four Feet

gttt

AROVE GROUND POOLS — DELUXE AQUA COVER

POOL SIZE

15
18
21
24

iy ol

brass padlock

WATER
BAGS:

! L™ e n " |
-\..:I-_ill_;l.l i'lJ.‘lr" _.'"L

¥ | ' P

reusable storage container

SALE PRICE
$ 63.25

$ 78.75
$ 98.50
$104.50

COVER SIZE
18’
21
24
27

vanapie At oall

new Quik-1y featur

free water ejector

twoO year guarantee.

SALE  $5.75 ea.
PH_ICE $3.95_ ea.

10 ft. long, 20 mil.
6 ft. long, 20 mil.
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POOL W

INTERIZING SPECIAL

PROFESSIONAL WINTERIZING INCLUDES:

WINTERIZE FILTER
WINTERIZE PLUMBING
WINTERIZE THE HEATER
DRAIN POOL

PLACE COVER

PLACE WATER BAGS

$6995 '
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