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Memory of the blizzard of
‘77 may have slipped away
but for Pineview School
parents who have just com-
pleted a study of the incidents
on January 28 which resulted
in frosibite to several chil-
dren, it still burns brightly.

Thursday, a parents’ com-
mittee will present a report Lo
Halton Board of Education
containing a detailed account
of school bus problems en-
countered that day, along
with recommendations
dealing with needed improve-
ments.

The report begins noling
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the buses were cancelled Jan-
uary 27 and the big storm
which was predicted didn’t
materialize so the buses
“might have operated
safely.”

“On Friday, January 28,
weather forecasts again
predicted high winds, severe
cold, snowfall and drifting
conditions. Because there
were no immediate appear-
ances ot these conditions and
because of the previous day's
experiences, the buses were
despalched as usual.
Throughout the morning
weather reports continued Lo
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predict severe conditions and
in fact some evidence of
deterioration appeared in the
northern area,”’ the report
relates.

Cliff Shaw, who supervises
bus operations in the north for
C. H. Norton bus lines, was
contacted at 11:05 a.m. by
Pineview School and told to
dispatch the buses in antici-
pation of an 11:45 a.m. school

closing.
Shaw, school officials and
parents, all had difficulty

getting through to the school
because of heavy telephone
(raffic. There is only one line
into the school. Shaw had to
have a Bell Telephone
operator break in on calls
several times o relay emer-
gency information to the
school. This problem has
prompted the parents Lo urge
th board to have more tele-
phone lines installed.

Most of the buses were able
to get away shortly after the
school closed. However,
because of poor road condi-

¥ you're crowded like Noah's Ark - this modern multi-level
home has B large rooms featuring a country-size kitchen; plush
broadloom in formal L-shaped living and dining room, extra 2-
pc. bath; fenced yard; garage, located close to schools; family
room large enough for any active family: don’t miss seeing this

one. $69,900.

Champagne on the House'! Standing on the roof, Mr. John
Smith poured a full bottie of champagne over his three bed:
room bungalow to celebrate his recent purchase of it, assisted
by H. FOBERT REAL ESTATELTD., MiL TON. Mrs. Johnson,
new neighbor of Mr. Smith’s was asked 10 comment | always
knew this was a high class neighborhood” she said. We have
other homes for sale in the same neighborhood - give us a call

For the Man Who has Everything, and doesn’t know where to
put it, here’'s a good house with a double car garage, walk-in
closets: 2 full baths; almost an acre of land: huge family room
with floor-to-ceiling fireplace; sliding glass doors with cedar
sundeck: just been built. $86,500.
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tions, difficulty in reaching
parents and  worsening
weather conditions, four
buses were held at the school
and not released until 2:40
p.m. when conditions tempor-
arilv improved

All bus drivers were In-
structed that day by Shaw
and principal Grant Hutch-

ings o bring any children
who couldn’t be dropped off
back to the school.

The report says the bus
driven by the driver, who
later reportedly ordered chil-
dren off the bus in the bitterly
cold weather was one of the
last to leave the school. Since
the incident the driver has

Reject increase

Regional Land Division
Commiltee Chairman Brian
I'letcher won't get a stipend
increase from $4,000 to $5,000
a year after all

Council rejected an In
crease of $1.000 after a brief
bul brisk discussion Wednes
day

Motions awarding in-
creases of $1.000 and then $500
were defeated in turn and
council decided 1o leave (he
salary al the same level 1l has
been since Lhe position was
developed in 1974

Councillor Vern Connell

22 Ontario St. S.. Milton (Across from Mall)

iried Lo increase the benetil
by having one third of the sal-
ary declared as expenses and
not subject Lo income lax.

But to Connell’'s amaze-
ment the motion was ruled
out of order by Chairman Ric
NMorrow.

“You can’'t rule il out of
order because it is done on the
same basis as your salary
was handled,”” Connell said.

Regional Council agreed
that even though Mr. Morrow
cannol be declared an elected
official. he should be entitled
(o deduct one third of his sal-
ary as expenses.

Your search ends here! This gracious rancher is located in an
elegant area of Milton overlooking an ever flowing rniver
features 2 fireplaces, walk-out basement; scenic yvard with lots
of trees: 3 bedrooms; finished basement; spacious throughout

$114,900

Four Stars****Like a great movie this is a big hit

with one

feature after another! Just look! A huge 2-storey; family room
with fireplace; extra bath, upgraded broadloom throughout;
large lot; double garage; glass shders to large vard; do yourself

a favor inspect today. $78,900

V-e-r-r-y I-N-T-E-R-E-S-T-I-N-G! But nice' This large brick
farmhouse sits high on a hill overlooking the surrounding 150
acres attached to this truly beautiful property. Extras include
triple car garage with upstairs apartment; in ground swimming
pool; horse barn and many more features. $199,000.
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WE HAVE MANY OTHERS

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL
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only $68,500.

romorrow means never! See it now! Buy it today and be glad
forever. This beautiful sidesplit with mansard roof is ideal for
any family; has extra washrooms; garage, broadloom; rec
room with fountain; roughed-in sauna; family room with walk
out sliders: huge lot backing onto countryside; truly a loveEly
home located in Halton Hills, $63,500

JUST A LITTLE BREAD will buy any one of these elegant
townhomes in Milton. Some include garages; multi-levels; 4
hedrooms: parkland atrear for privacy; extra baths, broadloom
throughout. Starting from $40,900

29 Ontario St. S. Milton
87

TORONTO

How the other half lives? You'll be the other half in this expen-
sive looking moderately priced sidesplit featuring eat-in kit
chen' extra bath: paved drive; stucco and barnboard rec room
with wet bar: family room with fireplace. This lovely home IS

been fired.

““The driver of bus number
five was in an agitated condi-
tion throughout the period
prior to release of the buses
and evidenced a strong intent
to return home under any
circumstances,”” the report
claims.

Shortly after 3 p.m. the bus
arrived at the corner of the
Fifth Line and Steeles Avenue
and found the route up the
road was blocked by drifts as
high as 15 feet and a bus from
Stewarttown School stuck In
the snow.

| Mrs. Dave Moffatt, who
lives on the Fifth Line,
arrived on the scene and told
lhe driver she would ensure
her children got home safely.

“The driver asked Mrs.
Mofatt what should be done
regarding the other Fifth
lLine children. Mrs. Moffatl
advised the driver that the
children were the driver’s
responsibility. At this point
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H FOBFRT HEAL ESTATE LTI

826-1030

Joan Johnston 877-7210
Rob Colbeck 878-2365
Muriel Dubien 878-0110
Gail Pullen 877-2674
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Pineview parents advocate busing changes

the driver instructed all Fifth
Line children to leave the bus.
Mrs. Moffatt had no choice
but to assist the children. She
was given no record of the
names or addresses of the
children or an accurate counl
of the number of children re-
leased from the bus.”

“The driver made no at-
tempt to ensure the children
had their clothes fastened, or
to share articles of clothing
among the children Lo ensure
maximum protection for all,”

the report claims.

Mrs. Moffatt received help
from four Stewarttown
students, on the stuck bus, in
getting children home.

Of the 15 pupils ordered off
the Pineview bus six received
frost-bite. Two later needed
medical attention.

The report reveals there
were three other incidents the
same day. In one case (wo
children were dropped off on

the Ninth Line instead of the
Tenth, and found later picked

up by another bus driver
driving in the direction of
Georgetown.

Another incident involved
three children, two Kkinder-
garten age, being dropped at
the corner of the Eighth Line
and 10 Sideroad with a con-
siderable distance to walk to
get home. The other incident
involved children being
dropped at the corner of the
Third Line and Five Sideroad
and being forced to walk half-
mile Lo get home.

Pineview parents report
Jan. 28 busing problems

Pineview School Concernec
Parenls Commillee wil
present a report to Haltor

Board of Education this
Thursday containing 1z
recommendations designec

(o improve school busing. Ar
incident last January Ir
which a number of childrer
were allegedly (old Lo get oll a
bus in severe weather con-
ditions and suffered frosi
bite, precipitated the report.

The parents are calling for
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conditions.

in the area of communica-
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a privale radio system be in-
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Rotary Tillers

Select a 3%%- or 6-hp
tiller for deep, fine
seedbeds. Turbo tines
mix and mulch to
7-inch depth, 13- to
24-inch widths.
Reverse gear backs
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of 5Tep's high stepping wedges are
just what you've been locking for 1o lengthen
the line under longer skirts. Unbelievably

with a fit to tfreasure year ‘round.

This great wedge comes in /
black patent and navy glove P i
leather. Widths AA, B, C and
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Newman Shoes

Member of Milton Downtown Group
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JOHN DEERE

Save on Price

8-hp
Riding Mower

A synchro-balanced
engine gives smooth
performance. It's
enclosed to be quiet.
Get 5-speed drive and
triple-safety starting.
Mowers: 30 or 34 inches.

e Amolds

LAWN AND GARDEN “EQUIPMENT GENTRE

Corner Of Highway 25 and Derry Rd. South of Miiton

878-8121

878-8121

communications,
better bus operating policies
and procedures and more
mechanical

In addition, they are urging
all schools have their records
updated to show both the
parents’ home and work
numbers, and an alternative
number for use when neither
parent can be reached. They
sugges! iIf a parent refuses o
provide the numbers they be
required 1o sign a waiver
allowing the principal (o act
on their behalf.

The report says the need for
improved communications
stem from incidents on
January 28 when the limited
numbers of school phone lines
became quickly jammed and
if a bus is stranded the
drivers can’'l communicate
with (he school, or bus
company for assislance, So
radios are badly needed.

The lack ol extensive
parent phone records means
working parents can’t be con-
lacted so they Kknow their
children will be arriving
home early when a school 1S
closed, the report points out.

In the area of improving
bus operations, the parents
are suggesting more clearly
defined lines of authority and
communications

They are urging the board
o insist on all bus drivers
being trained in first aid and
believe all drivers should
have a complele passenger
list containing addresses and
phone numbers. The reporl
says when children are bused
back home the pupils should
be checked off the list and any

change in the route back
home authorized by the
principal.

The committee will ask the
hoard (o give the drivers
Instructions “regarding
authorities 1O release

children at other than normal
drop-off points.”” The instruc-
tions should include what the
driver should do if they are
over-ruled by a parent or
older high school student re
garding where a child will be
dropped off

Randomly selected buses
should be inspected by a
hoard official, parent rep
resentative, bus company
official and a Mimstry ol
Transportation and Com
munications Inspector L0
ascertain the conditions ol
buses on a given day.” In
addition. on-going quarterly
inspections of buses by pro-
vincial and board officials
should be made with the
results given Lo the school In
volved.

The parents’ committee
wanls the board lo contacl
other boards and determine
when they force a bus nto
retirement based on age or
mileage and then establish a
policy “‘in line with the mosl
stringent’’ used by the other
boards

Al new drivers hired
should be tested for basic
mechanical knowledge

especially as il relates Lo pre-
operational checks. Drivers
already employed a training
program should be sel up
along with annual testing for
all drivers.

The daily pre-operational
check list should be changed
so items which would prevenl
the bus from being used and
things which need attention
soon will be reflected.

The report urges the starl
of a driver's log book system
which will reflect what needs
0 be fixed, bus mechanical
performance, discipline pro-
blems. hazardous incidents
involving oLhel vehicles
instruclLions which
deviate from the normal pro
cedure. contacts with parents
and injuries Lo children.

'ecCely '.'![

The report also reveals the
commiltee has asked Halton
Burlington MPP Julian Reed
have the Ministry ol ‘Trans-
portation and (‘ommunica-
lions Lo look into the certifica
iion and the resulis of annual
inspection of buses. The pro-
vince has also been asked 1o
review school bus system
standards.

Other committee SUBEES-
tions include a disqualified
drivers black list to be ex-
changed between boards, a
yearly board review ol bus
operations and a limit on the
number of children allowed
on a bus be established.




