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Barry Coe, broadcaster

He likes to serve

By Nelsen Gareau
(hampion music columnist

The aspiration of any individual 1s to
succeed in life.

But when a person becomes a SUCCESS,
luck has little to do with it. It's the deter-
mination that counis.

Barry Coe has reached the point in his life
where he can look back and reflect on sheer
determination in his struggle to succeed
Barry, a Milton resident, is music director
at CHWO Radio in Oakville

While growing up In Montreal, Barry
wondered why his father worked all day
and then attended night school. Bul he
watched his father move from the stock
~oom lo become a director of his com-
pany—Steinberg’s. Barry soon realized he
had learned the key 0 SUuCCESS
motivation!

After completing high school Barry
enrolled in Humber College al Toronto 1n
communications and journalism. He had
visions of becoming a serious wriler, until
he saw the school's radio room, that 1s.

When Barry said “'Lel me Iry it"" and
spun Elvis Presley's hit “*Hound Dog™’, his
career as a radio personality took one giantl
step forward. He finished two years of the
three vear course bul felt the time had
come for him to gain some needed ex-
perience

His first on-the-job training came atl
CKOX Radio in Woodstock where, during a
14 month stint, he learned the practical
tools of the trade and learned to ‘‘be
yourself on the air He developed his selt-
assurance and self control b watching his
dol. Walter Cronkite, on television
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Picking Canada’s most important rock group
In my opinion, there can be no doubt! The most important
rock group to ever emerge from Ca nada is the Guess Who.
If anybody can lay claim to have given our country a name
in the recording industry, it would be this group from Win-
nipeg. They were responsible for giving other Canadian

02 The Rock Scene

By Nelson Gareau

One night, however, he found his self
control challenged. His director had just
returned from a holiday in Florida and
wanted to play a practical joke on
somebody, and Barry happened to be In the
broadcasting booth when his boss arrived
a1 the station. Barry recalls ‘‘he walked in
wearing a Mickey Mouse suil-—ears and all,
with a long tail—spaced right out!"

1 was reading the news, at 2 o'clock 1n
the morning, and here’s this guy dressed up
like Mickey Mouse, eating a piece of
cheese. sitting next to me," recalls Barry
1 couldn’t stop laughing.”

Barry decided tc leave Woodstock and
found a job for $100 a week (515 over his
CKOX salary) at CFCO Radio In Chatham.
He spent two years there bul a personality
clash grew between him and the program
director and he grew anxious Lo leave. Then
his mother. who had been bedridden with
<tomach cancer for some time, died July 12,
1974 Barry took it hard. He knew she was
going to die, but it still comes as a shock
when death finally happens

He says he had always wondered aboul
death and thought it was something thal
happened to others. But losing his mother
made Barry realize that life does come 10
an end. and sooner or later everyone will
lose a loved one

When he moved again it was to Missis-
sauga, to work with CJMR and be near his
father. who was living in Brampton. After
<ix months there he moved to the mother
station. CHWO in Oakville. Today, he is the
mid-morning host and operates the
Saturday morning “‘Milton Morning' show
in addition to his full time duties as music
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The weekly euchre party al
Centre was held

Saturday March 26, with
eight tables in play. Prize-
winners were Ellen
DeForest, Mrs Martha
Richardson, Mrs. Florence
Parsons. Wilbert Nix, D.

Bruce Apts hold social

(Campbellville performed two

BARRY COFE

director

Barry has found a home in Milton and he
calls the town *‘a happy place’’. He doesn't
want Milton to outgrow itsel and lose the
small town atmosphere it still possesses.

Miltonians are good neighbors, too.
During the February snowstorm that
paralyzed Milton and most of lhe area,
Jarry’'s George St. neighbors dug out his
drivewav before he awoke one morning
They weren't going anywhere, bul thanks to
their help. Barry was able to get to work

Barry views his own particular field of
endeavor as ‘‘a responsibility, a service to
the public’—not just a job. He feels thal

The monthly social ol

he public

being the host of Milton Morning ofters him
an opportunity to focus on a warm and
friendly town and hopes that, by doing his
part, he can make the town an even better
place to live

He honestly what

Milton!

cares happens In

Not an egotist, Barry is more a privale
person. He would rather be fishing on some
quiet lake than being the focal point of
attention. His idea of a perfecl evenmng 1S
“sitting by the fireplace, drinking some
beer and eating chips while T watch the
hockey game.’

When he’s not working, Barry paints or
reads books on history. He's also active
with the Optimist Club of Milton and as an
Optimist, is responsible for publicity for the
Optimist-sponsored Alr (Cadet Squadron.

He also does some writing, in his spare
Lime

Christmas is the happiest time of year, he
says. Now that he has a son, Ryan, Christ
mas will mean even more. Barry 1S
married to his high school sweetheart.
Susan Campbell of Brampton

An individual's future is like an unplotted
course. He can only speculate on how things
will turn out. Barry is a highly motivated
person, with goals he has yet 10 reach. His
ambition is to become a program director
and if dreams can ever be realized, he
would love to operate his own radio station

“Money motivates me Lo a certain extent,
but what really motivates me is added
responsibility.”

| asked Barry Coe one final question al
the end of our interview : “‘If you were given
the power, what would you do ol 1M
portance”

G;iving 1t some thought, he finally said:
‘Losing Quebec would be destroying
(Canada so 1 would keep Canada
logether!

A smarl answer from a young man with a
head on his shoulders.
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talent a chance to be heard outside of Canada. Before the
Guess Who made everything happen, any Canadian enter-
tainer who had ability quickly crossed over to the U. S. and
forgot where they came from. For some unexplained reason
our country will acknowledge only those Canadian per-
formers who make it big somewhere else first!

In 1962. Randy Bachman, Chad Allen, Jim Kale and Gary
Peterson formed a rock band, called Chad Allen and the
Expressions. They never amounted to anything big, but this
group had one hit record: ‘‘Shakin’ All Over’’, under a new
name. . . the Guess Who. Allen decided to leave the band and
his replacement was a dynamic singer, by the name of
Burton Cummings. Cummings had been with another
struggling band: the Dead Runs.

The Guess Who were given national exposure, by the CBC,
in a two year series called: Where It's At. Through this ex-
posure, they began having successful tours across Canada
and their records were selling well. Such songs as ‘‘Clock on
the Wall,”’ and * "Heygooge Hardy'' clearly demonstrated
their potential. Becoming Canada’s best-known band was
important! Or was it”

The Guess Who wanted to prove that 2 Canadian group
could make it big and still keep their Canadian identity. The
song ‘‘These Eyes’’ made thal dream. a reality. RCA signed
them to a contract in 1969. Two sSOngs followed, with both
becoming million selling singles: “‘Laughing’ and "'U ndun’’

In 1970. the Guess Who made the big time. They were one of
the groups making rock music. In fact. the Guess Who sold
more records than any other group in the world! Their next
song ‘‘American Woman ', a put down of the U.S. became one
of the year’'s besl SOngs. They toured North America, with
great success and even played at the White House.

Randy Bachman left the group that year, because he was
tired of the strenuous touring and other reasons. (In 1973, he
and his Bachman Turner Overdrive group began gaining
recognition and are the most popular Canadian band, since
the Guess Who). He was replaced by 'wo Winnipeg guitar
players, Kurt winter and Greg Leskiw

The ‘‘new’’ Guess Who sounded just fine and the singles
that they recorded sold well. Some of those songs were:
“Share the Land,” ‘‘Hand Me Down World,” ‘“Hang on (o
vour Life.”’ “‘Albert Flasher’’ and ‘‘Raindance h

In 1972. Leskiw and Jim Kale went their own ways. They
were replaced by Don McDougall and Bill Wallace, both from
Winnipeg. The reorganized group still turned out a number of
hits: “‘Bus Rider,” “‘Guns, Guns. Guns.”’ “Running Back to
Saskatoon.”’ Don Toranio replaced McDougall and Wallace,
hefore the Guess Who finally called it quits in 1975

When a history of the Canadian rock scene s compiled, you
can be asured that the Guess Who will be remembered-as the
group that made it happen:
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MILTON
$1.50 Per Person
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Birthday greetings to Andy
Trischleo, Jack Simpson and
Greg Eves.

Congratulations and good
wishes to Mr. and Mrs.
Stanley May on their wedding
anniversary this week

Heart Fund gifts have
speeded  virtually  every
advance in cardiovascular
medicine in recent Yyears,

prolonging thousands of lives

Reduce your risk of heart
attack and stroke. Call your
Ontaric Heart Foundation tor
free information
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ELECTRICITY!

Is Our Business
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THE ERNEST C. DRURY SCHOOL — MILTON

GYM & SWIM FOR WOMEN
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follow it with a relaxing, refreshing swim. Lets gel
classes held at the Ernest C. Drury School, Hwy. 25 in Milton

Bruce Apartments was held
March 10 with music and
buffet in a St. Patrick's Day

dance numbers and there was
an Irish sing song with Olve
\lassey at piano

MILTON MALL

—Larger than usual crowds
are attending Monday night
meetings of Milton Council
and many of the visitors are
keenly interested in the arena
situation.

Add life to your years and
years to your life, by reducing
your risk of heart attack.

The overall death rate from ¢

heart disease has been

reduced by 29 per cent

HUNTING?

Check the Real Estate
Marketplace in today's

issue of The Champion

878-2881

Lheme
Progressive euchre win
ners were R, Kopec, K
l.indsay, J. Nugent and Ik
Jones

Sandra

Robert Laking brought the
cvening to a close with the
solo “*Guard Me Lord While 1
Sleep’  assisted by Ohve
\lassey on Lhe piano

l.ynn Baynton ol

Dine at
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Fert, Spreacy 2.0 ‘e
’E;'_,;_:__ 250 oeG. RENTAL RATES

Jig Saw . ON 4 Hours $10.00

Lawn Holl = AN dly |
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l.adder 247 3.0
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Post 1 '

Post Aupe )

Pump AL
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Hamsel ()

Rug Shampooers begin al $2.5
| Rototiller 3': H.P 1.00

Rototiller 5 H.P .00
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Staple Crul 1.50

Skil Saw .00

1IN T 2.0l

""n|.1'l.“_'_1' 2.50

'tle Roller 3.00

Vacuum Wet-1ry bH. 00

Vibra Sandern 2 .5l

Wheel Barrow 2 50

227 Main Street

SHERIDAN COLLEGE

n co-operation with

offers

imineil

beginning i
Every weekday 3:00 pm t noliticians. authors, educators, loin Betty and her tnend:
j ; " 4:00 nm. Betty Kennedy olebrities, cab drivers...wiiu Vionday to Friday, 3:05 pn
March 31 at 7:00 p.m. and continuing for 8 . Tk o A0 G ‘
Thursday nights for 2 hours each night. ~vith the personaiities that are Part of understanaing t's this kind of “peopl
rawit ];.4' i itff.l_r"hlr ‘Ir1I| Deopit _ fi,_-_f ,‘.'I.j'ﬁ'."x T Y 5 Haal=17d%
TOTAL FEE $12.00 Betty's own wide range of environment. And Betty jump tuning in on "The Betty
Registration takes place at the school at 6:30 that first night. nterests helps her as sh “aht in. She's flown with the Kenned\ ok
hrinas out the interesting Rlue Anaels, climbed dow! enjoyabie way to spend

P.S. If you have not yet received the Sheridan College Spring/Summer 77
Community Services brochure, cal the College at 845-9430. Ask for

Services.
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