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Joan Mellor speaks at Emmanuel
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Mission worker describes poverty in Chad

By Roy Downs

Mission worker Joan Mel-
lor, formerly of Milton,
returned to Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church recently to tell
church friends about her work
in the Republic of Chad, cen-
tral Africa, and the people
with whom she worked for
over two years.

In a slide show and talk
Sunday evening, Feb. 27 she
told of the poverty that rules
the lives of Chadians, the
religious  conflicts and
spiritual 1gnorance that exist
and how nussionaries from
The Evangelical Alliance

Mission (TEAM) are working
to bring Africans out of the
darkness and into God'’s light.
“Many are still living in
darkness in Chad tonight,”
she said, a note of sadness
creeping into her voice.

Miss Mellor worked In
Milton for three and a halt

years and was office
manager for the Campbell-
Reese Evangelistic

Association when she finally
fulfilled a life-long dream and
was chosen to go work in the
Chad. She was accepted as a
bookkeeperr, handling the
financial end of the TEAM
work in Moundou and in two
outlying mission posts—one
in the capital city of Bebalem
and one al Koulou. TEAM has
about 1,000 missionary
workers spread through 24
areas of the world and the
mission in Chad, established
in 1920, has 32 field workers.

She left Milton in March
1972 and had to spend 22
months in France, learning to
speak fluent French before
completing her journey to

BRACK FROM CHAD, AFRICA, mission
bookkeeper Joan Mellor of Milton spoke and
showed slides of her work at Emmanuel Baptist

Church recently. She’s
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On her heart and mind

central Africa. She returned
home last May, taking an
earlier than usual furlough to
avoid a staffing problem after
illness struck many of the
mission workers and furlough
schedules had to be juggled.
She also spoke at Emmanuel
late last year. While in
Milton, Miss Mellor was
director of the church choir.

She opened her talk with a
vivid explanation of how
Chad is underdeveloped. She
told of the life of a Chadian
woman, who would not know
what to do with most of the
things affluent Canadians
have in their homes...of their
refrigerators. Chad is poor,
has no ports or railroads or
roads usable year 'round, and
few natural resources. The

northern half of the country is
desert;

below that a small
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strip which gets a little rain,
then the southern part which
has annual rains and where
some crops can be grown.
Chad recently experienced
six years of drought and the
desert advanced.

Homes are usually round
(Chadians fear square homes
as they feel evil spirits hide in
the corners) and the walls
and roof are made of millet
stalks. Beds are mats on the
bare ground. Millet, the basic
food, is eaten once a day “‘if
there is enough.”” Millet is
rationed by the church, a
bowlful at a time. One
mission distributes instant
breakfast, which is mixed
with water.

“Chadians cannot
prehend us being fat,”
Mellor smiled.

They have no TV, no

com-
Miss

the service with Emmanuel pastor Rev. Dr. J. R.
Armstrong. Miss Mellor may return to Chad but
feels called to Australia as well.

Next mission: Australia?

When Joan Mellor returns
to the mission field later this
year, she may not be going
back to Chad, Africa to
continue her work of
bookkeeping service to three
mission stations.

Australia is beckoning her,
she told an audience al
Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Milton at the conclusion of a
talk on her life and work in
Chad.

“When I came home last
May, I did not have peace in
my heart about returning to
Chad,"”” she admitted. Late
last year she found Australia
on her heart and on her mind
and wondered if The Loid
was directing her there. “‘l
am willing to go back to Chad,
but I want to have peace in
my mind first.”

Last December she met the
general director of TEAM
(The KEvangelical Alliance
Mission) and he said there
was an opening for a
bookkeeper in Homebush,
near Sydney, and she was
being considered for the posl
She won't have a definite
answer for another si1x or
eight weeks.

““This was of the Lord,” she

said. ‘'l have a real sense ot
the Lord's leaning 1o
Austraha.”

While she i1s home on
furlough, Miss Mellor is

resting and studying and has
many speaking engagements
in churches around Ontario.
She said her schedule is fairly
busy until the end of May, bul
she wants to spread the word
of the mission in Chad and
may be able to accept more

speaking engagements it
interested parties contacl
her.

While home, she is also
attempting to raise enough
money to partly finance her
next tour of duly overseas.
Costs are rising and while it
took $276 per month to keep a
mission worker in the field
when she first left Milton in
1972, it now costs $428 per
month. Some of the money
comes from TEAM
headquarters in USA  bul
some has to be raised by the
mission worker themselves.

The cost includes tran-
sportation, housing, salary,
medical coverage and all
incidental expenses  (inly
$185 of the $428 is for her
monthly salary.

During her talks, Miss
Mellor 1s appealing tor
prayers for the missionaries
in Chad, who have been hard
hit by illnesses. Many have
been sent home recently with
lyphoid fever or tuberculosis,
and one key worker was
recently stricken with can-
cer

[t is as if Satan was al-
tacking their bodies, she said.

The political situation has
not been the best, either. The
president of Chad was Killed
in April of 1975, a coup which
ended a long series ol
Christian harrassment and
religious strife. According to
a newsletter from TEAM
ht*quuarler in Chad, the
coup ‘‘ended the persecution
of Chadian Christians but left
the churchk with many
problems.”

During the cultural
revolution of the previous (wo
been

years, Chadians had
ordered (o undergo
traditional initiation rites.

This involved contacts wilh
the spirits of their ancestors

and ‘‘dying’” to their past,
including their faith in Christ.
Many of the Christians In
Chad gave their lives, rather
than compromise their faith.
Others weakened, and went to
initiation rites.

At one point the govern-
ment was threatening to bury
alive any pastor who advised
Christians to resist initiation.
Alrocities were reported.

Unfortunately, seome of the
top church leaders weakened
under pressure and advised
believers to do as the
governmen| ordered, if
disobeying would endanger
their lives. Others stood (i,
The church was split over the
issue and as a result the
president of the church has
resigned, humbly confessing
his failure to withstand the
tribulation. The TEAM
bulletin says the church today
is ‘“‘on the road to repentance
and renewal... already 1t is
stronger than ever before.”

Miss Mellor was reticent to
discuss the political situation
during her term in Chad, for
fear of reprisals against
missionaries.
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newspapers, no books and no
refrigerators. Mosl have no
education, sc¢ cannot read.
They speak the Ngambi
language but those who are
educated are taught in
French so they switch to that
language.

The life expectancy is 31
years. Infant mortality rate is
high, especially in the one to
two and a half year area.
Children are nursed by their
mothers until 12 to 18 months,
then abruptly weaned without
being taught the proper
method of eating. Many die of
starvation or disease, 2s a
result. Mission nurses are
giving mothers courses in
child-rearing, to combat this.

Cars and trucks are scarce
and many mission workers
travel by moped or bicycle.
Transportation is a problem,
as the roads are not the best—
even worse in the rainy
season. She showed a picture
of a river ferry, which con-
sisted of five dugout boats
with a wooden platform
across the top. It was poled
across the river, by
prisoners.

Other pictures showed
herds of hippopotamuses
which wallow in the river by
day and sleep on the banks at
night. Hippos sing and when
they all sing at one time, ““it’s
quite a choir’’.

Cows are used to pull the
plows in the cotton fields.
Wives and children all pitch
in to harvest the cotton,
Chad's biggest export. Other
crops are lettuce and
cauliflower and they also
serve a delicious fish known
as ‘‘capitain’”. Grain for
meals is still pounded with a
pestel.

The staple dish for
nationals is boule, which Miss
Mellor describes as ‘‘grilly
and tasteless’’. The porridge-
like dish is dressed up with a
vegetable or meat sauce and
all eat from a common dish.

Shoes are a preslige item,
the nationals go barefoot
most of the time. -’krrunged
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marriages are still in vogue,
although those who become
Christians refuse to par-
ticipate. Often girls are
promised to older men with
several other wives, in order
to obtain a dowry.

The unChristianized boys
still go through initiation
rites, where they head into
the bush for a month upon
reaching puberty, to worship
idols and spirits and emerge
as men.

Many of the Chadians are
being trained for mission
work and Miss Mellor told of
one boy who showed promise,
was sent to France for his
education, and returned as a
pastor to head up one church
in the capital.

In 1960 Chad won ils In-
dependence and the an-

niversary is celebrated every

year
Miss Mellor, besides
handling the bookkeeping

chores for the three mission
stations, also taught a young
men’s Bible class, in French.
She also’ taught Chadians
many hymns, in the Ngambi
dialect. But she admits she
missed the worship in song
which had been so much a
part of her life here in
(Canada

Another local missionary
worker was stationed only a
few miles away from
Moundou. Miss  Audrey
lLawrence, currently serving
her fourth term in Chad,
teaches the missionaries’
children and she and Miss
Mellor saw each other
frequently.
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120 DIFFERENT MODELS

Authorized Halliday Dealer

HALLIDAY HOMES
DISPLAY COURT

hH1 Maple Avenue,
RBurhington. 6:37-0261

When she left last May to

return home on furlough,
Miss Mellor reports the
temperature outside her

home was 120 degrees. And

that was in the shade'

Chad is in the central part
of Africa and Moundou,
where she was stationed, 1S

Spring

1S coming to

Downtown Milton
Watch for i1t!
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just 10 degrees north of the
equalor. She describes its size
as equal to the states of
Kansas, Nebraska,

Oklahoma and Texas com-

bined.

DO-IT-YOURSELF

GARAG ES

Sizes fro 12" x 20" to 24" x re-fabn
caeg construchon w. stegl overnaad doors

and pine siding. Pnces from 91,387,
HALLIDAY HOMES

DISPLAY COURT
551 Maple Ave., Burdington
Phone 637 5261

house siding .
carefree beauty of it

- ftor the

ainy home. old or new
AmMe or Drick

® Never needs painting
® )0 year guarantee
® Choice of colours and fimishes

LOW FACTORY PRICES ON
OTHER ALUMINUM PRODUCTS

-

BUDGET
TERMS
AVAILABLE
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® Aluminum Doors

® Combination Windows
@ Car Ports

® Aluminum Awnings

FEDERAL INDUSTRIES

OF CANADA

Footof Forsythe St

QOakville

8450318

OUT OF TOWN CUSTOMERS
PHONE COLLECT
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IS YOUR GAS WATER HEATER AS
UP-TO-DATE AS YOUR RECORD PLAYER?

“Toot (scratch) toot

(scratch) tootsie (scratch)

" Ahhh. the

goodbye...

old gramophone. It seemed
as though vou heard more
scratches and fuzz than you

did music.
Suit 1« Il'lr'.l_'x"_

thing else

sweel 1l s,
Yes sir a lot of things

have improved over the

}-'f'il!‘:--
Just take (

[or example.
Thev come in a great

variety ol tank sizes.

making it easy lory

the one that dehvers all?

>Wow! Modern
audio equipment 1s some-

. Stereo sound.
Quadrophonic track separa-
tiori. Musical reproduction
as sharp as arazor. Oh. how

rullstream
natural gas water heaters

und (O rl!"tll{'ili.f';
they have
power.
cold water turns hot
[ast. last!)

10 s ki.'IHH,H 1’“} 1Y ()
liable Gulls!
gas waltcr heater. visit
showroom or

rentmeg alo

Union Gas
}mn';ﬂ B el
today.
And wi
N oul old water heater
“Toot-1toot-1toolsic.
(O nf'Hil"'.'l 1

Vou lo goetl

the hot water necessary to

match yvour familv'’s

\ 878-3673 J

* Continentals
* Monarch

* Bobcats
w {TFHT”.ETF;

1

* Montegos

* 12 Passenger
Club Wagon

655 Main St. E. (at Wilson)
For a Day! a Week! a Month! a Year!

Drop in and check our economy rates.
* SPECIAL WEEKEND RATES » |

LLINGER MOTORS LIMITED

655 MAIN ST. E. (AT WILSON) MILTON 878-2883

* F-100 Pick-ups
% Econoline
Window Van |
x F-500- 14’ Van ||
« F-600 - 16" Van
* LN-600 Automa-
tics equipped
with Electrical
Tailgate Loader || |

« Courier Pick-up ll l

Streetsville

826 1434 I

changing needs. What's
Imaont

- GGullstream water

heaters do it all so elhciently

o

at will vou sa

Theyre
downright dependable
‘fast recover
(Thal means th

fiict.
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gas waler heater
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LiNnion GAS
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