Rod Lewis, Citizen of the Year

Will honor community-minded clergyman

REV. W. R. "ROD" LEWIS, Milton’s Citizen of
the Year for 1976, will be honored by Milton
Chamber of Commerce at a banquet Saturday,
Jan. 29.

Homeowner given

instant satisfaction

By Rod Jerred
One Dorset Park area resident with a month-old, $80,000
home found more than just reading satisfaction from last
week's Champion story on housing defects in Dorset Park

homes.

Monday morning, the woman phoned The Champion
newsroom to complain that her house also had several
construction defects, but said she was getting nowhere in her
attempts to get the builders to come and fix them

Her problems included drafts which frosted all the living
room windows, no storm windows, a garage door which was
warped, no trimming around the base of the fireplace, ceiling
plaster falling oft and a toilet seat in the basement which
rocked so badly 1t was impossible to use.

Thaws drapes with dryer

The woman was particularly upset with the draft in her

living room, because she had just spent the morning thawing

her drapes--with her hairdryer,

“Wehada m ~come over

to check the heating and he said there wasn’t anvthing wrong
with the heating system, but told us we neede. storm win-
dows, " she said. ''It's so bad our babysitters complain it’s too

cold to babysit. "

I'he woman had included ali the probiems in her report to
the builder but the builder had done nothing yet.

After phoning The Champion the woman phoned the
buillder back and said she was thinking of having the
Champion reporter over for cofiee and showing the reporter

her problems with the house

That afternoon she phoned the reporter back to say the
builders were at her house now, “‘fixing up the mistakes."

Anyone wishing input into
Lthe location and construction
of the town's second ice sur
tace 1s bemng urged to make
their comments to council In
writing prior to Monday, Jan.
31

That 1s when Milton Council
plans to have all of the costs
and related information
needed 1o make a decision
concerning the location of the
second rink

Four alternatives are still
bheing considered. Council will
consider twinning Memorial
Arena, rebuilding or
repairing the old one on
Brown St.. and building a new

rink at either Milton District

High School or at the fair

grounds.

While council still has to
consider the prospect of twin-
ning, several councillors have
made it known that because
of the earlier uproar over the

proposal, they have with-
drawn support for that
project

Prior to endorsing the

construction of a second ice
surface, Councillor Russ
Powadiuk wants a report pre
pared that will show the pei
capita costs allocated to the
varilous sports.

Councillor Art Melanson

‘Politics " charged

I"OW

by Bob Burtt

The citizen of the year
award given annually by the
Milton Chamber of Comm-
erce usually goes to someone
who has given of his or her
time willingly and unselfisu!y
for the betterment of the
community.

Having determined that as
one of the main criteria, it is
difficult to imagine anyone
more deserving of the award
than Rev. Rod Lewis.

After only six years in the
community, Mr. Lewis has
involved himself in the
communily in a variety of
ways and has made a con
tribution that will be hard to
equal.

Mr. Lewis said he was
“surprised and delighted”
with the honor to be bestowed
upon him.

“It's the first time ['ve ever
been honored in this way. It
will stick in my mind. Milton
is the first community I've
lived in with my own family.
Milton is another first for me,
and firsts are lasting.”

A dinner in his honor will be
held Saturday, Jan. 29, and is
open to the public.

“I'm looking forward to
that in many ways. [ want to
say thanks to the community.
Whatever I've done in and for
the community, ['ve bene-
fited through personal satis-
faction and in more tangible

ways.

Mr. Lewis noted that all of
the groups and agencies he's
become involved with have

also borne fruit for him. By
working on community pro-
jects he has come into contact

with people who have helped
lo open up doors and helped
him in his role as a minister.
Cast your bread

“I've made a lot of contacts
I am able to return to when
['m called on to help people.
It's opened up the doors of

communications...the kind of
things vou can’! by,

He acknowledged it might

sound corny, but his phii-
osophy on lifée runs close to
the

Biblical saying, “Cast

vour bread on the waters and
it will return 100 fold.™

He refers to a term out of
the compulter industry Lo des-
cribe the converse situation:
GIGO, or garbage in, garbage
out.”

“That’s how
works.”

Probably the thing that
makes Rod Lewis stand apart
from dozens of volunteers
who offer their time and con-
tribute in meaningful ways is
that the minister has moved
to till needs in the community
which are not being served,
as opposed to just taking
seals on boards and comm-
iIssions already established,

Rod Lewis came to Milton

a compuler
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with his wife Olive in August
of 197¢ prior to completing
studies to become a minister
He served for a short period
of time at Boston Pres-
byterian and Omagh Chur
ches while he was still a stu-
dent and was officially called
here upon graduation
AA

He became involved in the
Milton chapter of Alcholics
Anoyymous for what he
called ‘‘selfish reasons’ in
1971, and continues with that
involvement

His attendance at the Tues
day night meetings has
proved to be a continuing
learning experience for the
young minister

It was important to me to
learn about alcoholism. [t
was something I knew noth-
ing about and I came to learn
how important that is, even in
a town like ours.”

He explained that he was
often being called into family
counselling situations where
alcohol was the root of the
problem

[.iIke most of his endeavors,
nis involvement in AA had
spinoff benefits. Not only was
he better prepared to handle
the family counselling sit
uations he was called into, but
he found there were ways he
was able to help some AA
members

In 1972 he was asked to

serve as an adult advisor to
the Milton Youth Council The
council itself had grown out of
a Hallowe'en riot and was an
attempt by some vouths to
provide a place for young
people to congregate and be
together

Rev. Lewis became in
volved in work in Milton Jail
through the Community Con
tact Program. He explained
that prior to this, inmates
there had nothing to do and no
way 1o spend their time

Through that program he
and others went in and

showed movies on a regular

Wednesday night basis
That led to discussions he
(Continued on Page Six)
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I’y Bob Burtt
Halton Regional Council

elected a dark horse candi-
dale as regional chairman at
the naugural meeting in
Burlington Wednesday. Ric
Morrow, a 36-year-old pilot
trom Halton Hills and an
eight-vear veteran of muni-
cipal politics, won the five-
man election but only after

councillors  had cast six
ballots

Mr. Morrow was visibly
moved by his victory. The

decision came as a complete
_surprise 1o him and Lo the 24
~counciliors who elected him

NO one was giving Mr. Mor
even a shim chance of

vicltory prior to the meeting.

C‘ouncil spent the first half
hour ol the meeling debaling
whether or not seeret ballots
should be cast prior to the
councitlors being sworn in.
Council hnally voted 13-11 to
cast secrel ballots prior to
DEINE SWorn in 4as i legally

constituted body

Consider arena
location Jan. 31

urged council to move with
haste. "We have a second
arena already. It's just sitting
idle, waiting for repairs.”

“Or demolition,”” Coun-
cillor Jim Watson inter-
rupted

Advertise

At the suggestion of
Blanche Hinton who listened
10 the debate 1n the audience,
council agreed to place an
advertisement in The Cham-
pion asking for citizen input.

Mavor Don Gordon urged
council to reach an early
decision on the 1ce surtace,
and said he hoped it would be
in operation by next fall
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Finally ballots were cir-

culated and votes cast in a
lension-filled room. The re-
sults of the first ballot came
in: Jim Swanborough 4. Ric
Morrow 6, Allan Masson 6.
Terry Mannell 3 and Jack
Raftis 4. Councillor Mac
Anderson protested the secret
ballot and refused to vote on
the first and second ballot

Terry Mannell's name was
dropped off the list for the se
cond ballot. His three votes
went to Masson and Raftis
The results of ballot two were
Swanborough 4, Morrow 6.
Masson 7 and Raftis 6

sSwanborough dropped ou
after the second ballott.

On the third ballot Masson
sained  three  of  Swan

borough's votes to jump to the
lead with 10 votes, within just
four votes of retaining his job

But this time Mr. Anderson
decided Lo vote and caused a
lwo-way lie for second place

with Mr. Morrow and Mr
Raftis each getting seven
voles

Same count

That vole was taken again
and the count held the same
Al Lhe suggestion of Milton
Councillor Jim Kerr, coun
cillors voted on Morrow and
Raftis only with  Morrow
surviving the test on a 14-10
margin. Council Mr
Morrow over Mr. Masson on a
13-10 sixth ballot with Mr
Anderson again abstaining
irom the vote

Many of the councillors had
hoped (hat the four unsuc
cessful candidates would con
cede. ireeing them ol the
mandatory stand up open
vole once council was form-

Cchose

RIC MORROW ... New Halton Regional Chairman

ally sworn in

Bul when the vole came
[Rattis and Swanborough con
ceded  and  Mannell  and
Masson hung in, hoping for a
change n their favor

t.ven though the die had

been casl, six Masson sup
porters continued to support

him and Oakville Councillor

l.aurie Mannel cast his final

ballot for his son Terry. The

remaining 17 councillors sup-
ported Morrow on the official
stand-up vote
Masson support
T'wo of the councillors sup

porting Masson to the end
were Halton Hills Mayor Tom

Hill and Councillor Pat
Mcekenzie, also from Halton
Hhills. Dave Coons of Burling-
ton, Don Gordon ol Milton and
Carl kriksen and Archie
Donaghey from Oakville alse
supported Masson
(‘ouncillors voting for Mor
row on the final ballot were.
from Oakville Mac Anderson
Harry Barrett, Ron Planche
and Gord Reade, from Burl
ington Don Carter, Ben Cipri-
elti, Vern Connell, Mary
Munro, Pat  McLaughhn,
Walter  Mulkewich, Jack
attis and Tom Sutherland
and from Milton. Jim Watson
and Jim Kerry and from Hal

ton Hills Russ Miller. Ric
Morrow, and Roy Booth
Because  Morrow  only

announced his intention (o
run tor chairman a week be
lore the meeting, he missed
his chance to speak to the
councillors. He had a pre
pared lext bul didn't deliver it
until atter the informal voting
had been concluded

Mr Morrow had told coun
cillors that he would not serve
in a tull time capacity bul
would be available on
average of three days a week

No competition

He said he would have a

very “low profile” as chair

man and would not compete

with mayors for the public
eye

The new chairman pro
mised to provide an atmos
phere conducive to decision

Richmond School controversy flares again

The last one-room school-
house to be closed in Halton.
the Richmond School at Kelso
IS In the news again.

Milton Council hopes, for
once and for all time, to have
| and

Lhe chool preserved

opeful nerational a ;

A\l 'Iri_’:. resource coern .
ontdoor education. But wno
will preserve it and who will
operate it—that's the ques
ton

Richmond, also known as
(‘hristie or Kelso School, 1s on
Appleby Line south of High-
way 401, a stone’s throw from
the rear entrance tw Kelso
(‘onservation Area The flirst
school was a wooden building
erected in 1863, which was
repiaced by the present stone
school in 1886, making the
existing structure 91 years
old this year. It was closed in
1965.

*assed on

Nassagaweya School Area

Board, the owner when it

closed, turned it over to
Nassagaweya Council for
preservation as an historical
buillding, and the Council
leased it to Halton
County Museum Association
However the Association has

nee become inactive and the

I
LY

bulidIng s vacant and for
lorn, iIts roof leaking, its floor
buckling and needing exten-

SIve repairs.

Milton Council feels it
inherited the school when
regional government was

introduced, especially since
the Museum Association is no
longer active. Halton
Regional Council lays no
clain to its ownership.

Now to the problem of who
IS going to preserve it, and
who 1s going to use it.

Al a meeting Monday even-
ing, Council agreed to have
the roof repaired at the
lown's expense, (o prevent
further damage, and funds

for this will likely come [rom
a fund the town set up for

rentai fees on the old
Nassagaweya Township
otfice  buillding. Councillor

Jim Watson suggests there
must be $5.000 in that fund

Ask proposals
Council also asked for pre-
sentations from any educa-
ticnal or community group
interested in re-opening the
school as an educational

resource centre. Its motion

Features today
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named Halton Region Con-
servation Authority, Halton
Regional Museum, Camp-
bellville Women’s [nstitute
and the Halton Board of
Education but it  was
the competition is

(] ﬁH

Sstressed

open to one al

Another proposal, thalt a
citizens comimitiee be named
to study the school's future
use, was dropped after Coun-
cillor Rick Day accused its
sponsor, Councillor Jim
Watson, of trving to “‘inject a
note of politics into the situa-
iipn>”’

Councillor Watson’'s motion
suggested lormer teacher
Mrs. Florence Parsons and
iwo former students, Lloyd
Chisholm and former Mavor
Anne MacArthur, would be
ideal members for the com-
mittee.

‘Prejudice’

Judy Goebelle, a Halton

Museum supporter and active

i the Friends of Halton
Museum auxiliary, suggested
there would be ‘“‘prejudice’”
on such a commitlee as one of
the proposed committee
members had earlier vowed
Lhere way HRCA

LTHETHLDY

She dio

WwWas " no

-‘-.+li”|1 ENVELY Irnl'l-t'
do with that school

"i‘l-l'll AT M

sTalBE : iR anT
LAY I...l"\.l.!-’\..lll.
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[rene Saunders of Hornby,
speaking for the Friends of
the Museum, suggested the
school was ‘‘a very fine
example of our rural past
and urged it be saved, for
future generations, not sold
for a building lot.

She felt HRCA and the
Museum could work together
to operate the school and
stressed it must be kept on its
present site, not moved.

Councillor Rick Day felt the
town hasn’t staff or finances
to operate the building, so *‘as
long as we own it, nothing is

(Continued on Pg. 10)
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making for the council and to
end what he called a “'three
ring circus

He told both the council
during the meeting and re
porters after the meeting that
he lelt there were areas of
responsibility that should be
returned Lo the local councils,
where theyv could be maore
efficiently handled

\bolition of the regional
roads system 1s one area that

Mro Morrow said he would
want to look at. He claimed
Lthere was no need Lo have

plows and sanders travelling
miles to get onto roads that
are under their jurisdiction,
when local roads crews are
working nearby

Morrow 's victory concludes
A\l Masson s three vear term
al the $38.000 a year job. Mas
son served Mavor of
Oakville in 1964 and 1965, ran
unsuccesstully  tor  parha
ment  as a Conservative
candidate in 1965 and served
as reeve ol Oakville in 1971, 72
and 73

ds o

Campbellville fights

village

A group of residents hiving
n the Camupbellville area will
rally together to fight the pro-
posed closing of Campbell-
ville School.

'he situation in Campbell-
ville bears definite resem-
blances to the Norval School
closing which was fought so
adamantly by citizens of that
area. It was a direct result of
that fight that Julian Reed
sought and won the lLaiberal
nomination and eventually
the election 1n  Halton-
Burlington. A similar hght
has been brewing in Palermo

Residents of the area con-
cerned about the proposal
have held one meeting with
board officials. Bev Camp-

bell, one of the parents who

vows she'll fight the closure,
claims closure would
that four-year-old
before

an hour

¥
ey

medrn
children
would have to ride buses tor
getting o

After the meeting Masson
was asked if he felt the facl
that he was a provincial
appointee had been a factor in
his demise

‘It could be, but not neces-
sarily. Lou Parsons got in and
he was a  provincial ap
pomntee. It could be that coun-
c1l is bending over backwards
L0 give Lthe north a break.'

Masson did feel there was a
certain amount of jealousy,
however Asked about the
course regional government
in Halton might take, Masson
suggested that the makeup of
councillors would change be

lore the system 18 re-
structured ““Some of those
guys are out to kill it.”

He said he didn'
major restructuring n
immediate future

'he salry for the job has not
vel been settled and it won't
be until a recommendation 1s
made by the administration
commillee and acted upon by
council

(Continued on Page Seven)
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MASSON ... He's out!

school closure

school
“1 think it is most unfair
and can't understand why

arivone would want to do that.
Most people in education feel
that small schools are better
for students and that the
same students don't do as
well in big schools. There are
many factors that should be
looked into before they close
little schools.™

The school opened in 1927
and until 1972, served child
ren up to grade five. There
are some students at the
school now whose fathers and
grandfathers also attended
the school

The historical and emo
tional implications will add
fuel to the fire

Fvervbody's happy

Mrs. Campbell said the
teachers at the school are
happy and the community 1s
happy with the way things

' .

| Kelso OnX

THE OLD RICHMOND SCHOOL at Kelso is in the news again. Council

are. She pointed out the pupil-
teacher ratio 1s considerably
lower than in larger schools.

There are 61 students at
tending the school, 18 in
Kindergarten, 23 in vear one
and 20 in vear two. According

10 forecasts by the board of
education. those figures will
dechine 1n mmedate
future

Milton Mavor Don Gordon
was among those attending

the meeting and he has of
fered Lo present a briet to the
hoard after getting the
permission of his council
“The people there are
nppnr-.u! 1o 11, 1Oor some }l'rh'ui
reasons It 1s the same old
story, first vou lose the train
station, then the school, then

would be a
loss to Campbellville and to
Milton. Citizens there feel
that if the school closes. a bit
(Continued on Page Nine)

Lthe post othice. [
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has invited interested groups to submit proposals for its preservation and
use. The photo is from an early postcard, loaned by Larry Phillips of
Milton. The outdoor ‘'facilities’’ have been removed since this photo was

taken—and someone has stolen the school bell, too.




