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Ease load on teachers

By Bob Burtt

About 27 teachers will be added to the elementary school
system in Halton. That action comes about as a change in the
teacher-pupil ratiowkich has a direct bearing on class size. The
move was made by l.alion Board of Education to case an ever-

increasing load on the teaching staff.
While members supported a resolution by vice-chairman

Judy Alexander to reduce the ratio at the elementary level, a
similar motion sponsored by chairman Bill Priestner applylng
to the secondary school level (high schools) was defeated on a

10-7 vote.
The issue has been a controversial one in Halton and

generally throughout Ontario. In her recommendation Mrs.
Alexander noted the reduction of the ratio from 25.1 to one down
to 24.5 to one would ease some of the very basic problems in
elementary schools of all sizes.

(Greater expectations

She explained teachers were being askea to fullfil greater
expectations now with regard to individualization, co-operative
planning, team teaching and other innovations.

Mrs. Alexander noted the median class size in elementary
schools had climbed from 28.7 in 1970 t0 29.7 in 1974.

The resolution has the effect of hiring an additional 27
teachers at the elementary level at an estimated cost of $270,000
or an additional nine dollars per pupil per year.

Mrs. Alexander noted the extra staff would provide a little
more flexibility for principals to meet the special needs in the
school. She noted the choice of where to apply the additional
help will be up to principals.

“One school might reduce class size in the primary
division, another might obtain remedial help or a full time

librarian,”’ she suggested.

In advancing his argument for cutting the ratio at the
secondary level, Priestner said the cost would be less than $7
per pupil or less than .05 mills. “The effect on staff morale
~vould be significant at little increase in cost.”

Guidelines established
The Halton Board has used as a guideline ratios of 18.5 to

Board pressed
to cut budget

Halton County Board of Education’s Finance Committee
remains under pressure from some trustees to affect reduc-
tions in the proposed budget of $52,166,693. The budget as it
stands represents an increase of 11.56 per cent or $5,406,787.

Finance chairman Tom Watson of Acton told the board at a
meeting Thursday that the general legislative grant structure
for the year had not been announced and has caused a delay in
the final presentation of the budget. He said he hoped to present
a budget for final approval at the board’s meeting April 11.

Watson said his committee met last week. He noted this
was the first year the board had not set aside a sum towards the
reserve fund.

He said the committee had deferred cuts until the grant
structure was known. He indicated cuts might be made by
curtailing maintenance, delaying selective capital projects,
cutting back on some academic programs and transferring
funds from the capital reserve fund.

Final presentation
Burlington trustee Tony Goodyear said he'd await final

presentation before presenting amendments. He had earlier

called for cuts of five per cent.
Oakville trustee Dick Goodin claimed he had found over 50

places where the budget could and should be cut.

Grant easement
for town park

The Town of Milton has been granted an easement over
lands owned at Brookville School by Halton Board of
Education.

The Board agreed to grant the easement subject to the town
relocating hydro poles, covering a ditch and establishing a road
to the other property, and provided the school could use the
town land as a playground during school hours.

The town requested the easement in order to get to town-
leased lands behind Brookville School which the town wants to
develop into a park.

The town has shown interest in a lease with Brookville
Farms Ltd. and possibly the eventual purchase of the property
for a park.

Woman is principal

Barbara Rennick of Georgetown has been appointed as a
principal within the Halton Board of Education system.

Mrs. Rennick taught in Stewarttown and Pineview schools
in Esquesing before being named vice-principal at Robert
Little School in Acton last year.

She has been in Halton County since 1968 and has been
involved in a wide variety of committees and study groups.

Sponsors courses

LLeadership courses will be supported to the extent of $4,800
by Halton Board of Education, the board agreed during its
regular meeting Thursday.

The funds will go towards special speakers for teachers’
groups, a leadership workshop and study group which will
probe into several topics of interest in the education field.

Themes suggested for this year’s study group will include
organization and structure of Halton, role of the board, dif-
ferentiated staffing, integrated programs, early childhood
education and individualization of instruction.
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Cut pupil-teacher ratio

in elementary schools

one in the conventional high schools and 13.5 to one in the
special education classes.

That averages out to 18.01 to one. Priestner was asking that
average be dropped to 17.75 to one.

While the guideline in Halton’s policy sets the current ratio
at 18.01 to one, the actual ratio in practice now is 17.93.

In simple terms that means the class size in Halton schools
is less than what policy calls for right now. This has occurred
through misjudgement of enrolment and subsequent over-
staffing. As a result of the board action, class sizes will go up
this year if enrolment predictions are accurate.

Commenting on the issue, members of Ontario Secondary
School Teachers Federation expressed dissapointment at the
board’'s rejection of the suggestion.

One representative noted the suggestion had come to the
board without any teacher pressure. While it wasn’t directly
stated, there were indications from some trustees that the
sub]ect will be reintroduced at a later date. The vote went 10-7
with two trustees absent.

Opposition seeks value

Opposition to the Priestner motion centred around the idea
that it was politically motivated and the educational value had
not been outlined. Trustees expressed doubts about how much
staff morale would be boosted if the motion passed.

In both resolutions staff morale was rated as a motivating
factor. There have been suggestions from inside and outside

that teacher morale isn’'t as high as it should be.

THE PIGEON POPULATION in Milton is concentrated in the downtown

core area and flocks of the birds can be spotted dail

on the roof of the

town hall (above) and post office. Proximity of the local feed mill may
have something te do with their presence.

Campbellville Kernals
enjoy lasagna meal

enjoyed the dinner. Fresh -

Eleven members of the

Campbellville Kernals 4-H

club met March 12 at the
Masonic Hall. Pamphlets on

rolls and a salad as well as
jello were supplied by the’

eaders to make the meal

cooking with cereals were complete.
distributed.
Mrs. Mahon lead the e P et et Tt o0
discussion on different breads
and the types of flour used.

Apple coffee cake and bran

ALCOHOLICS |
ANONYMOUS

muffins were made and
erijoyed at the end of the MEETS EVERY
meeting. TUESDAY 9p.m. Z
The meeting of March 26 i Grace Anglican Z
was a dinner meeting with the Parish Hall £
girls making lasagna. Mrs. E HAVING A PROBLEM? [
Inglis and Mrs. Mahon led the z DROP IN
preparation of the lasagna S~
and Susan Ranﬁer Susan .
Howard and Cathy Howard

“AL-ANON”

Meels every Thursday
8.30p.m. .
Grace Anglican |
Parish Hall
Main Streel, Miiton

made feanut crispie cookies.
Special guest for the meeting
was Mrs Walfsey.
Rice

Achievement Day will be
held at Ontario School for the
Deaf on May 4. An exhibit,
Three Ways with Rice, will be
set up by the group.

After a discussion on pasta
by Mrs. Inglis everyone

Do you have a relative |
with adrinking problem?

Ottawa Report

“Our computer knows only
Swahili.”

“Unripe mangoes cause
upset tummies.’’

“The new sleeping sick-
ness—but, O tse-tse fly,
where is thy sting?”

Ottawa’s year-round 12 in-
ches of snow has finally got-
ten to me, you say. Not so. (I
don't think). And no, these
are not punchlines from the
latest round of jokes on the
Ottawa cocktail circuit. They
are but three of dozens of sub-
chapter headings in the re-
cently tabled Third Annual
Report of the Commissioner
of Official Languages. No
kidding.

The report is a thick (1,068
pages) red-jacketed tome

rEpared in both official
FES naturally, by our
Ol‘f:ma Languages Cnmmls
sioner, Keith Spicer,
suant to section 34 (1) i]f the
Official Languages Act.”
Foot in mouth

It is a highly personaiized,
extremely well and humor-
ously written account of the
uuuntr{’s progress, or some-
times lack of it, toward im-
plementation of the Official
Languages Act. Mr. Spicer
certainly is not your ordinary
garden-variety Ottawa
bureaucrat. He has a flair for
putting his foot in his mouth,
e.g. his ‘“Westmount Rhode-
sians’’ remark and for very
frankly speaking his mind
and doing his job the way he,
and no one else, thinks it
should be done. Whereas the
annual reports of most
government departments and
agencies are brief, boring ef-

Name

road
Pitfield

Milton’s Planning and
Development Committee has
recommended naming a road
Pitfield Rd.

The road is a short road
leading to a condominium
development on Ontario St.
The development is being
constructed by a firm with
the same name.

forts written by the same
folks who bring you our In-
come Tax Act, Spicer’s report
makes genuinely interesting
reading.

He describes his function as
Commissioner as one of
‘““‘constructive meddling’’. His
is a role of monitoring the
various federal government
departments, agencies,
boards, etc. across the coun-
try and of assessing their ef-
forts to provide services to
each member of the public in
the official language of his or
her choice.

He details with a great deal
of sensitivity the pressures on
civil servants to acquire sec-
ond language training and
how these pressures result in
fears for job security. He out-
lines numerous public com-
plaints of both English and
French speaking members of
the public about unfair or dis-
criminatory treatment of
their language rights—every-
thing from a complaint about
a National Arts Centre opera
program printed in French
only, to the long-time French
speaking civil servant in Que-
bec City who was refused
advancement because he lac-
ked sufficient English.

Smooths wav

Most important, of course,
are his recommendations for
smoothing the way, fairly and
equitably to both civil servant
and public, toward effective
operation of the principles of
bilingualism

Given the emotional and
controversial nature of the
concept of bilingualism, this
is no mean feat. But Spicer’s

by Terry O’Connor

investigation of complaints
and proposed solutions as
well as departmental pro-
grams for implementation,
inevitably dlsplay a cool,
compromising, old- fashioned
horse-sense approach.

I don't believe, as some
people fear, that anyone is
trying to cram French or
English down anyone else’s
throat. We are a bilingual
country, officially so, as of
1969. We should smcerely
work together toward pro-
tecting the language and cul-
tural rights of each other.

Keith Spicer is one civil
servant, in a tough job, ad-
mirably performing a service
for all of us. I recommend his
report. Anyone wanting a
copy, please contact me.

+ 4 +

If you have 1 problem, idea,
comment, criticism or mmply
wish to get in touch with me,
please stop by my riding of-
fice at 347 Kerr Street, Oak-
ville, or in Acton telephﬂne
Gail Maltby, 853-0768. In
Georgetown call Fran Baines

at 877-6475.

A.T. MOORE

INSURANCE

CAMPBELLVILLE

854-2271

Newcomers Club

Please disregard last

week's Welcome Wagon
Newcomers Club ad.

Waich for further notices
of future Newcomers Club

meetings.

PLAN

NOW

FOR SUMMER FUN!
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® A QUALITY
PRODUCT

® EXPERT
INSTALLATION
® TOTAL
WARRANTY

® EXCELLENT |
VALUE

POOL-GEMS

BRAMPTON

459-15351

Trout eggs for

Trout eggs will be deposited
in the Sixteen Mile Creek by
members of The Izaak
Walton Fly Fishing
Association, at the approval
of Halton Region Con-
servation Authority.

Members of the association
feel the creek will make an
excellent fisheries area,
already supporting a
population of three species of
trout.

Eggs will be provided by
the Department of Natural
Resources and pockets dug in
the stream for the eggs to
settle in. Eggs are used in-
stead of hatchery fish as the

.4‘

16 Mile Creek

mortality rate is high with the
latter.

The eggs will be deposited
below Kelso Dam. The dam
will be regulated so that the
proper flow of water would
pass through the dam while
the eggs are being trans-
planted.

SMART KID

A fellow said he made the
mistake of giving his son a
chemistry set for his bir-
thday. The father reports:
“"Kvery time I want to
clobber him he holds u
phial and yells, “Lay one
finger on me and we go up
together."’

SCHUYLER , [ 1111

ALL DAY WEDNESDAY -- THURS. & FRI.

Hardware

‘TILL 9

MILTON PLAZA 878-9222

FOOTINGS % FOUNDATIONS
» CEMENT FLOORS  PATIOS
x STEPS % WALKS
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EXTRA STRONG

NON-SLIP PATIO SLABS

HYDRA-PREST

Hydra-Prest—made under
terrific hydraulic pressure for
permanence. Resist frost
damage. Safe around the pool
because they’‘re non-slip
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Site

ployed full-time in

mittee with

Apply to:

THE CORPORATION
OF THE TOWN OF MILTON

Planning
Department

Review Committee

The Planning Committee is seeking ap-
plications for appointments to this Advisory -
body. The four successful applicants will be
residents of the Town of Milton and em-

related engineering profession.

This body will advise the Planning Com-
regard to structural
pearance, landscaping and general site
design for any specific project referred to it.

Plan

an architectural or

ap-

Planning Director,
25Y Main Street E., -
Milten, Ontario

L9T 1P
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Ornamental Iron Railings

” PLAY
IT SAFE!

Why let your family and
friends risk falls on old steps

Reinforced concrete Unit.
have built-in safety treads, precast
in one piece, and can be installed
quickly and cleanly by our trained

Steps
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to Match

AEN

Free Estimates

UNIT
STEP

Let us install

® Enhant e bhe

L.001d

problems.

GATHEA CONGREITE

RESTORATIONS LTD.

250 MARTIN ST., MILTON,-ONTARIO, CANADA

878-6853

| PRE CAST
GOHGHETE SLABS

Iil‘i‘ .-'

IEIF}EFHY installed without piles of cement
and sand on your paths and lawn.
®No waiting for concrete to cure, no frost

878-6853
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