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THE PAST, THE PRESENT and the future got together to talk politics
Wednesday at Milton’s civic banquet. Russell M. Clements, left, served
on Milton Council prior to the first world war while Anne MacArthur,
right, is warden of Halton County and mayor-elect of the new town of
Milton that will be formed on Jan. 1. In the centre is Allan Masson,
chairman of the Regional Halton.

Ottawa Report

by

Terry O Connor — Halton MP

By Terry O'Connor, MP

One of the least important
Issues 1in Ottawa at present,
ranking about 56th after
energy, inflation, unemploy
ment, U.1.C. and 51 others, is
the one concerning private
members and their written
questions on the order paper
In their role of government
expenditure watchdogs and
policy performance critics,
back benchers, and
especially opposition back
benchers, have the right to
submit written questions to
the government about its
activities.

These queries are recorded
in Hansard and are reprinted
at frequent intervals until
answered. They dig, pry and
attempt to expose ail manner
of government foibles, mis
spending of public funds and
things done or not done by
ministers and departments.
They include questions about
the cost of the Prime
Minister's trips, the number
of people he took along, how
much business was actually
done and questions on the
number of prisoners in peni
tentiaries over the last 20
yvears, ther sentences, and
the average cost of keeping
such prisoners

Toomany ...
too long

The contentious issue

arises between the govern-
ment and the opposition
parties. The government says
that the opposition is asking
far too many questions, the
answers to which are public
knowledge and that in any
event their record of an-
swering them is exemplary.
T'he opposition says that it
takes excruciatingly long
periods to get answers and
even when answers are forth-
coming, they are incomplete
and evasive

To the end of November
some 3,367 questions had been
placed on the order paper. A
large majority of them (82
per cent) had been answered
within a reasonable time,
usually about six weeks. But
they tended to be the ones
which caused little em
barrassment to the govern-
ment or could be easily
evaded

The politically sticky ones
remain unanswered. For
instance, two questions asked
the first day of the session,
Jan. 4, have still not been
dealt with. They seek in-
tormation on the amounts of
money spent by departments
on outside ~onsulting ser-
vices, the names of those who
got contracts and particulars
of the contracts. Answers
would obviously expose
something of the government
patronage machine. Many
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more in their vein remain
from February, March and
April.

Shout once a month

The issue blows up into a
shouting match in the House
about once a month. Usually
John Reid (L.-Rainy River)
quotes statistics of questions
answered in jig time all in
defence of the government s
stellar performance of its
responsibility to the Canadian
people. Tom Cossitt (P.C.-
l.eeds) usually harangues on
about incredible delays, gross
inefficiencies and govern
ment fears of the truth.

Most questions are serious-
ly seeking information. Some
are asked to cause political
embarrassment. Nearly all of
those not answered are left so
in an attempt to avoid politi-
cal umbrage.

Recently, in frustration
Tom Cossitt asked for the
names and the job designa-
tions of the persons assigned
to answering his many long-
unanswered questions
Determined fellow, he.
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[f you have a problem, idea,
comment, criticism or 1if you
simply wish to get in touch
with me, please stop by or
call my riding office at 326
[.akeshore Road East, Oak-
ville, 844-0222. Acton area
residents can call Gail Malt-
by at 853-0768

THE CORPORATION OF
THE TOWN OF MILTON

IMPORTANT

Public Notice All Residents

Please he advised that the existing

Town of Milton sanitary land fill site

will be permanently closed as of

30 P.M. FRIDAY,

DECEMBER 21, 1973

THE SITE WILL BE REHABILITATED
AND MADE INTO A PARK IN THE

NEAR FUTURE.

Please watch your local newspaper for future

notice regarding the disposal of garbage.

BRUCE McKERR
Works Superintendent
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SIX FORMER MAYORS of Milton were on hand Wednesday at the
town’s annual civic banquet. From left are G. F. Thompson, Ross
Pearen, Syd Childs, Mike Ledwith, G. C. “Doc¢” Gowland and Dr. C. A.
Martin. All former councillors and all members of town boards, com-

missions and staff were invited to this year’s event.
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CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION were presented to members of all
town boards and commissions at the civic banquet on Wednesday. Dave
Green, chairman of Milton Committee of Adjustment, accepts several

for his committee from Mayor Brian Best.

Christmas promotion

Retail committee members
Emmerson McCready and
Anders Falk of Milton Cham-
ber of Commerce report the
Chamber’s Christmas shop-
ping promotion and draw 1s
well underway.

They canvassed merchants
to provide funds for an ad-
vertising campaign and draw
prizes and report most mem-
bers of the business com-
munity contributed toward
the project. A total of $400 in
cash prizes will be given
away, plus a 20 inch color TV
set.

They report $125 of the
prize money, ranging in che-
ques from $5 to $25 will be
drawn at intervals before
C’hristmas and the remaining
$175 and the TV set will be
drawn for Dec. 24. Shoppers
can obtain entry tickets in
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It's Christmas
party-ing time
all over the world

Santa suggests

KENTUGKY
FRIED CHICKEN
TO HELP MAKE THOSE

SURE SUCCESS

N “Colonel Sanders makes it

) finger lickin good™

Kentucky
ried (hicken.

chickenVilla

Main & Commercial St.

each week's Champion and
deposit them with participat
INg stores.

Most local stores are
planning to close on Boxing
Day, Dec. 26
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12"
" HOT DOGS
MURRAY HOOD
DRIVE-IN

ON STEELES AVE.

AR

PARTIES A

878-4111

(Photos by R. Downs)
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Parents can visit schools

Parents and school trustees
will be given free access to
schools under the new
(Consolidated Education Ac!
which was given first reading
in the Legislature last week.

Under the new Act, parents
and school trustees are
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designated as school visitors
and will be able to visit a
school at any time. The
designation was previously ,
limited to clergyman and Insight
members of the Legislature
A parent will be able to visit
a school at which their child is

enrolled. School trustees may
freely visit any school within
the board he represents

It's a good thing to read
hetween the lines: it tires the
eves less

LARGE
SELECTION OF

Buy one Spray or a dozen

= WREATHS
= DOOR SWAGS
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B Poinsettias
B Mixed Pans ®m Violets
B Chrysanthemums m Jerusalem cherries

Roses—Carnations—Commercial Mums—Pom-Poms
Dried Grass Arrangements

Many Knick-Knacks

Large and small green terrariums
(order these early)

COME IN AND BROWSE

ALL THESE
CAN BE

Christmas artificial arrangements, artificial holly,
poinsettias, pine and mistietoe.

Christmas
or Floral

B Azaleas
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ENTRIES MUST BE MADE ON T'—Haf_t?oumw
MILTON MERCHANTS’ CHRISTMAS DRAW
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NAME

ADDRESS

DRAW TO BE MADE DECEMBER 24th—-5 p.m

A Power Tool makes an excellent
gift for the man in your family!

And Black and Decker makes

2-SPEED

handyman, 2.5
power for any home project
one up todavy!

Good Value At

-~
N

STAPLE GUNS

One of the handiest tools you
could choose. Use for ceiling

tile, insulation, or upholstery
Separately or in kits

From $1 I 95

YISIT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION

-

BLACK & DECKER

The ideal jig saw for the home

'ir‘l.bl H.- D!.‘:‘ Dl

COPELAND LUMBER

“Your One-Stop Home Improvement

power tools that will last for
years to come!

Please note: tools shown are first line, not stripped down
promotional models. They can be depended upon to give
years of service and carry a full year warranty
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DUAL ACTION
SANDER

lhe finishing touch for your

"1/4”
CIRCULAR SAW

A must for any large project,
whether a recroom, garage, or project! A lever at the side

kitchen cupboards. 9 amps !els you choose two sanding

burnout protected motor cuts actions—orbital-—or straight

2" & 4" at 45° angle. line. Sturdy construction for
years ot use

3519%

JIG SAW

HAND PLANES

lThey're |ust

one gift idea

you'll find in our tool depart
ment. Others are handsaws, WELLEB SOLDEnlng GUN KIT
levels, tape measures, A suitable gI” at a 95

squares, hammers, hacksaws
and screwdrivers.

suitable price.

FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE

EW STORE HOURS!
Mon. to Thurs. 8 to 6

Centre’’

700 Main St. E.

878-2351

Friday Evening 'til 9
~ Saturday 'til 6




