B6 The Champion,

Milton, Ont.,

Wed., September 26, 1973

ANnAalIaate Nigii vionaays

NAaing tplill L0 the

-“I|H!'{ ¥ ,:|_'

1.“.;

predic tion t]mt the October 1 regional government t‘lt’LIltH]

may set a new low for percentage turnout at the

polls. A simi-

lar night in Georgetown last week was also poorly attended.

The event, organized by a group of Ward 2 ratepayers of-
fered the four mayoralty candidates in the new North Halton
area (Acton, Georgetown and Esquesing) and the three area
council candidates in Ward 2 an opportunity to present their
platforms and then ratepayers a chance to question them.
I*aquvamg Deputy-reeve Len Coxe who was acclaimed as

Ward 2's

representative on the Halton Region council also

spoke, expressing his thanks to electors for the acclamation.

First of three candidates
for area council to speak,
Dick Howitt a member of the
present Esquesing township
council said he is mainly con-
cerned with the possibility of
the new 13 man area council
becoming remote from the
people and the chance the
area council will lose controls
of planning.

To avoid the first potential
problem he suggested the
new council retain the system
of allowing deputations to
attend regular meetings, one
that is presently practiced in
EEsquesing. The council
should also continue to make
citizen appointments to plan-
ning board and the land divi-
sion committee, he said

Howitt said the new council
should consider the possibi-
lity of hiring a full time plan-
ner. He explained that the
new Halton Region will have
a plan of its own and that the
area plan which would
eventually be an incorpora
tion of the Acton, Georgetown
and Esquesing official plans
would have to fit into that lar
ger plan

Presents record

Second candidate for area
council, George Maltby, also
an incumbent in Esquesing
preferred to stand on his re-
cord as a councillor during
the past year. He told the
meeting he has already atten
ded 70 meetings this year and
has made arrangements with
his employers to spend the
necessary time under In
creased u'nl}xhuifi conditions
at the area council level

He explained he had ad-
vised Norval residents last
spring to petition Ksquesing
Council for a solution to their
well pollution problem, ad-
vice that was finally accepted
when a deputation approa-
ched council last week." He
said he wouldwelcome a simi-
lar petition from Glen Wil
liams where he claimed some
water problem does exist.

Maltby expressed concern
about the cost of the new reg-
ional policing system, but
sald he had learned f{rom
speaking to many ratepayers
that they would not object to a
slight mill rate increase if the
money were spent on a
responsible road improve-
ment program in the town-
ship

He expressed confidence
about his capabilities to deal
with urban problems as well

Former Esquesing Deputy-
reeve Russell Miller, the
third area council candidate
to speak said he IS running
mainly because of his interest
in the community and
E.squesing township.

He said he hopes to be able
to do something about costs,
which he claims will rise un-
der regional government.

Miller said he feels his
experience serving on county
council will be an aid to him,
if he 1s elected to the area
council. He also referred to
his participation in local
sports and church organiza-
tions, supporting his com-
munity interest claim

Mavoralty runners

Among the four mavoralty
candidates, Esquesing Reeve
Tom Hill spoke first, telling
the audience they should look
at the new form of govern

ment as a means to use their
numbers to gain more influ-
ence at Queen's Park.

He said Esquesing town-
ship is in good shape finan-
cially on the advent of reg-
lonal government with assets
in the capital reserve fund be-
ing used to offset an over-
spent roads budget.

Hill said he hoped the re-
cently approved official plan
will help maintain Esques-
ing's rural character, while
allowing for some industrial
expansion to provide job
opportunities for local resi-
dents at the same time.

He promised to attack the
job of mayor with determina-
tion and said he has arranged
for up to four years leave ot
absence from his employers
to serve full time.

Second mayoralty
date, to the microphone,
Georgetown Councillor Bill
Hunter recalled his municipal
government experience,
serving 12 years on council,
nine of them also on county
council. He was Halton
County Warden in 1968.

During that time he ex-
plained he sat on every
county council committee
and also took part in early
regional government dis-
Cussions.

He predicted it will take at
least a year for a plan for the
Halton Region to be formed
and said he doesn’t think
there will be much change 1In
planning in the area before
then

Hunter said he has always
supported active sports pro-
grams which benefit personal
development and promised
he will be a full time mayor,
available to the people and
their needs, if elected.

VMore business

Georgetown Councillor Phil
Siddall, third mayoralty
speaker expressed the opin-
on local government should
hecome more businesslike
without becoming bureau-
cratic. Council should not be
doing the work of the staft
and when the work isn't being
done, the staff should under-
stand that such a situation
cannot be tolerated by the
taxpayer, he said.

He said he will propose to
the other municipalities and
to Queen's Park that taxes be
frozen for senior citizens for
as long as they remain In
their homes. This would give
dignity to the very people who
worked to give us the pros-
perity we enjoy today, he sug-
gested

Siddall outlined his
preparation of the George-
town Council brief which was
followed by Queen’s Park and
led to the southern boundary
of the northern area being
extended to Highway 401 1n-
stead of Five Sideroad. He
claimed he has gained the
respect of Queen’s Park the
mavyor of the new area will
need in future dealings.

He suggested new ideas 1In
housing should be looked into
50 that more people will be
able to own their own homes
and reported he has already
presented a report on how
this can be done.

Final speaker, Georgetown
Mavor Bill Smith, also a
candidate for mayor of the
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He told ratepayers their
concern about rural dimping
is justified and promised, if
elected he will not allow any
municipality to use the north
as a dump site. It was his
hope a recycling program
now underway in Georgetown
could be extended through the
northern area.

Smith said he hopes the
provincial government state-
ment that regional govern-
ment in Halton is merely a
restructuring of the county
system 1s true.

He informed the audience
Georgetown has 4.2 million
gallons of water per day of
underground water which it
does not use, but could be
pumped.

As mayor he would work to
make the International Plow-
ing match to be held in
Esquesing in 1974 the best
ever.

Pose questions

Following a speech out-
lining regional government
by Halton Region chairman
Allan Masson, meeting chair-
man Peter Oprica posed
questions submitted in writ-
ing by ratepayers.

Howitt said the Esquesing
official plan will continue iIn
effect for some time including
a small portion of the town-
ship which was lost to the
Central Halton area in the
regional realignment. Even-
tually, he said, the plans of
Acton, Georgetown and
Esquesing will be incor-
porated into an area plan
which must not conflict with
the regional plan, he added.

On the subject of waste dis-
posal, Miller said he would
like to see recycling and
incineration whereby energy
can be produced, be intro-
duced in the area. He said he
does not believe there is such
a thing as sanitary landfill.

Smith re-emphasized his
pr{".'inua statement that
Georgetown is in a position to
pump 7 million gallons of
water per day and replied
negatively to a question about
the possible bad effects on the
area water table.

Siddall said he would be
prepared to give up his job to
become a full time mayor, if
that were necessary, but felt
it a little premature to say
whether or not it would be a
full time job. He said he has
received clearance from his
employers to attend after-
noon regional council meet-
INgS.

Asked what will happen to
clerks and staff of the three
municipalities, Hunter said
he felt sure all clerks will be
used in the area and that he is
of the opinion none will be laid
off

In spite of the fact con-
struction of a swimming pool
and recreational complex
was approved at a recent
meeting of Georgetown Coun-
cil, Hill said he doesn’t think

area without letting Acton
and Esquesing have a say In
it.

“We’'ll all have to use it. |
say Esquesing should be
ready to donate some money
for it,”’ he said.

Asked what his council
attendance record was, How-
itt replied he has missed only
two or three council meetings
this year because of a vaca-
tion. He indicated attendance
of the township council as a
whole has been good.

Truck traffic

Miller said he feels money
spent on studies concerning
truck traffic in the township
has been wasted.

“Our first step in solving
the truck traffic problem is to

improve construction,
maintenance dnd policing,”
he claimed. “If roads are

constructed and maintained
well, trucks are not as offen-
sive,

Acclaimed Ward 2 Regional
Councillor-elect Len Coxe
says he has no idea what the
salary for regional coun-
cillors will be.

“I've heard anywhere from
$4,000 to $15,000,”" he said.
“Personally 1 feel both fig-
ures are ridiculous which
may indicate ['m somewhere
in between in my opinion,

Siddall explained legisla-
tion for establishment of the
new area specifically calls for
setting up of urban service
areas. This means specific
areas will be taxed according
to the services they receive,
he explained.

Hill told the meeting
Esquesing Council will prose-
cute operators ol Toronto
International Dragway for al-
leged violation of the racing
by-law. He said, as mayor, he
would take this alleged viola-
tion into consideration when
operators apply for a license
next year.

What will become of the
hamlet names and mailing
addresses in the township”’

Miller said as far as he
understands both will remain
as they are now, except that a
portion of the township near
Milton may experience some

change.
Smith elaborated on the
Georgetown recycling pro-

gram, informing the audience
it is a pilot project on card-
hnard

“There’s no question
recycling is needed in all
areas,”’ he said. "It’s likely

1S there a DOSSIDILILY Walcelr
lines could be extended to
Stewarttown?

Siddall replied in the af-
firmative.

“The town engineer from
Georgetown will become
available to the whole area. If
he determines that there is a
need there, Georgetown has
the water,”” he said.

No takers

Hunter said he didn't think
any candidate could answer a
question put to him on the
comparative costs of ad-
ministering the new area and
the three present munici-
palities. He offered to pass
the question to anyone, but
received no takers. %

Smith said the OPP will
likely be phased out as the
official law enforcement body
in the north very quickly and
replaced by regional police.
The regional police force will
likely have departments in
Oakville, Burlington, Central
Halton and North Halton, he
said.

Siddall confessed ignorance
of the situation involving
Consolidated Sand and Gra-
vel's proposal to operate a

Significant
savings?

Halton County’s Social and
Family Services Department
may be able to realize signif-
icant savings on dental work
they have done for welfare
recipients.

Administrator Rennie
Vivian told the committee he
had contacted the dental
association and was made
aware of a program whereby
the association polices the
charges levied by individual
dentists to make sure they
are in line with what the
association considers fair
prices for service rendered.

High average

Mr. Vivian told the com-
mittee the average cost for
patients sent to dentists by
the Halton department was

about $90 per person, while
the average for patients
under the associlation s

program and guidance was
about $36.

Mr
investigating the possibility
further and would later

report back to the committee.
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Candidates speak to empty seats, o g
at meehng m Stewarﬂown sc

EMPTY CHAIRS filled the Stewarttown school
auditorium Monday night, as less than 100 Ward 2
(Esquesing) ratepayers showed up for a Meet the
Candidates night. A similar meeting in George-
town was also poorly attended.

(D. Gibbons photo)

quarry near Speyside, but
promised as mayor to investi-
gate 1t at once.

Final question added a bit
of humor to the evening

As required by Section 40, Subsection 5, of the
Assessment Act R.S.0. 1970.

lateness of meetings?”’
Replied Hill, “*“Wives should

realize that this is their hus-

bands™ work. They'll just get

home at whatever time the a The lastday for appealing your assessment

Signed ‘A candidate's wife”’, meetings end!"”’ IS October 31st 1973.
the question asked ““What No questions were ad-
would yvou do to control the dressed to Mr. Maltby.

b) The Assessment Roll may be examined at

your local Municipal Office and the Roll
can be discussed with the Assessment

Commissioner or an Assessor at the
Regional Assessment Office.

MacARTHUR

THE
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Assessment Region No. 15
Counties of Halton and Peel
55 City Centre Drive,
Mississauga, Ontario.
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