Kerr speaks at UBCF annual
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Parkway belt location

North Burlington residents
don't appear to be overly con-
cerned about leaving the muni-
cipality of Burlingten and joini
with Milton in a new Centra
Halton borough of regional
government—if comments at the
annual meeting of Upper
Burlington Cilizens Forum Wed-
nesday are any criterion.

Provincial Justice Secretary
George Kerr, the MPP for
Halton West, was guest speaker

REGIONAL GOVERNMENT was the main
topic of discussion Wednesday when George
Kerr, provincial justice secretary and Halton
West MPP was guest speaker at the annual

WHY ISNEW SCHOOL

NOT UNDER CONSTRUCTION
NOW?
Dear Sir,

Milton is growing! Isn't it
wonderful. Ah, this 1s progress.
First came the large industries,
they built factories and provided
new jobs. Then came the smaller
factories with more jobs, and
along came one new subdivision
and now there are three more
subdivisions under development.
New stores, an A & W and other
new developments are falling in
line, into one big master plan of
rapid development. New jobs,
new homes, commuters from the
city, the little town of Milton is
finally growing up and fairly
smoothly too.

Once our new families are here
and settled into their homes the
children must start to school.
School? Where is the school?
Have you seen the school? The
Halton Ccunty Board of
Education tells us that a public
school will open in 1974. Then
they tell us we must have 90 per
cent of the students living in the
new subdivision before they will
consider building a new school.
The public school to be built for
the new subdivisions is to ac-
commodate 800 students.
Therefore, 720 new students will

have to be divided between the’

two existing schools. However, I
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house siding . . . for
carefree beauty of it.

Enhances any home, old or new
stucco, wood frame or brick.
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LOW FACTORY PRICES ON
OTHER ALUMINUM PRODUCTS
® Aluminum Doors
® Combination Windows

AVAILABLE @ (Car Ports
_i ® Aluminum Awnings
| FEDERAL INDUSTRIES
I OF CANADA
| Foot of Forsythe 5t., Oakville
| 845-0318
|OUT-OF-TOWN CUSTOMERS PHONE COLLECT

at the Forum’s annual and he
didn’t run into any objections
from the 75 people in the
audience. More concern was
expressed over the location of the
proposed parkway belt that will
sup y mark the boundary
line to be established between the
present Burlington and the new
Central Halton unit.

Build for future
Kerr told the audience the

parkway belt location will be

#

was told that construction of a
new school will begin as svon as
there are 500 students ready to
occupy a new school. If this 1s
true, the enrolment at W.I. Dick
Public School will swell to over
900 students and J. M. Denyes
Public School to over 700
students. W. I. Dick Public School
is a very small school, built to
accommodate 260 students at
maximum capacity. It has seven
classrooms, one kindergarten, a
small office, a library, a nurse’s
office which will only handle one
sick child, and two portable
classrooms. This school is badly
situated by a creek and on flood
plain land. How will such a school
handle over 500 students? This |
would say is overcrowding,
temporary or not!

According to the Halton Region
Conservation Authority no
buildings are permitted within 80
feet of the creek on flood plain
land, yet the portables at W.I.
Dick are 66 feet from the creek.
How was this permitted? What
right does the School Board have
to place structures on flood plain
land when private citizens
cannot? The Halton County
Board of Education has 53
portables according to Mr.
Lindley. Are they all on flood
plain land?

Why not put the portables on
the new school site,

around

-
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the

meeting of Upper Burlington Citizens Forum.
Kerr is pictured chatting with Claude Twiss
and Mrs. Eric Gudgeon after the meeting.
About 75 attended.

announced soon and it is “‘a key
element’’ in the Toronto-Centred
Region concept adopted in 1971.
The parkway will be a multi-
service corridor forming a ‘‘de-
marcation line”’ between com-
munities, providing a place for
such services as freeways,
regional transit, power lines and
swaths of open land with buried
pipelines. ‘It provides an

opportunity to build in a land re-

serve for future use, at 1973

(Photo by R. Downs)

permanent washroom facilities
which could be incorporated into
the new school when it is built.
This would prevent the
overburdening of school facilities
and eliminating the cost of
bussing children from the new
homes to the two existing schools.
Or why not be as progressive as
you think you are, Halton County
Board of Education! Move with
the times and build the school
along with the subdivision. Then
when all the subdivisions are
completed and occupied the
school will be there are ready for
action. Why 1s this school not
under construction now?
Sincerely,
(Mrs) Margo Kent
Milion Ont.

prices,”” he told the crowd.

Only some of the lands within

the parkway belt will need to be

in public ownership, Kerr said.

The remainder ‘‘will be subject to
constraints to

protect the overall
nublic interest.”” Kerr suggested
it would be neither easy nor in-
expensive to make the belt a
reality. ‘‘There are bound to be
some individual Ipm:rpert},r owners
who will be affected by these
plans and who may not
enthusiastically endorse them,”
he ventured. ‘‘The government is
deeply conscious of the rights of
the individual in these matters
and has no desire to trample any-
one.”

The parkway belt and the pre-
servation of the Niagara Escarp-
ment are tied in together, Kerr
sald. The escarpment pre-
servation task force will also be
reporting soon and he hoped all
residents of Burlington would
study both the parkway and the
escarpment proposals closely.

Wants feedback

As for the Jan. 23 announce-
ment of a regional government
proposal maintaining Halton as a
unit, Kerr pointed out the pro-
posals are still only proposals.
‘“We want to hear your opinions,”’
he stressed, adding he would
welcome letters from his
constituents.

‘“There are some people who
still question the need for
regional government at all. They
ask why the government just
can't leave them alone in their
comfortable little bailiwick. They
hear rumors of substantial tax
hikes in areas where regional
government has been
introduced,” the MPP said.

But the municipal framework
established by the Baldwin Act in
1849 is not strong enough nor
flexible enough to cope with the
pressures of urbanization and
other critical factors in late 20th
century Ontario, he suggested.
“Local government at present is
hampered and frustrated in
reaching its full capacity by
limited financial resources and
an obsolete operating
framework,” he said.

Many advantages

Various studies agree on the
need for larger units of
government. ‘‘Strong, broadly-
based local governments have
many advantages over our
present system.”

County school boards were a
success, he noted. And for those
who would cling to the present
style of government, rather than
face possible tax hikes, he
suggested ‘‘Halton will get its
share’’ of provincial grants to
help it through the transitional
period.

“1 think Halton County has
reached the stage in its develop-
ment where we must all work
more closely together, to ensure
that all areas share the benefits
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CARRYING CHARGES from $144.00 per month
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2 mile S. of Acton on No. 25 Hwy.

Phone: 853-0190 -r 853-2680

of our growth,” Kerr concluded.
“We are on the verge of another
giant step forward which will
reap immense benefits for our
children and grandchildren.”
Asked by a woman in the
audience why two-tier govern-
ment was proposed when the
schools boards got by on one tier,
the MPP said the councillors in
Halton opted for a two-level
government. A school board
going regional is ‘‘not as big and
traumatic’’ as making a council a
regional concern, he suggested.

Concrete, asphalit

Harold Middlebrogk charged
“you’re getting too much
concrete and asphalt on this
land” and wondered what will
happen to the farms to be frozen
by the escarpment preservation
and parkway Dbelt. Kerr
suggested anyone interested in
saving farm land will be happy
with the reports to be issued soon
on these two topics. There will be
incentives in assessment and
taxation, he promised.

Others in the audience
expressed concern over the
eventual location of the parkway.
They said it would halt develop-
ment north of the corridor and
the MPP agreed service lines
would not go across it from the
south.

The MPP got bogged down on
one point during the question and
answer period—asked to explain
the municipal capital levy
system and how it is justified in a
rural area such as north Burling-
ton, Kerr admitted he didn’t
know how to answer the question.
“I wish Ella (Ward Three
Councillor Ella Foote) was here,
I don’t know how they justify it,”
he said, amid laughter and
cheers from the audience.

Stay in Halton
As for linking Burlington with
Hamilton, Kerr said there is
‘‘very little chance’’ although the
external boundaries of both
Burlington and Hamilton may yet

—Kelso was a busy spot on the
weekend, thanks to the fresh fall
of snow and a couple of cool but

sunny days.

be changed. The people of
Burlington voted heavily to stay
with Halton and “I can’t fly in the
face of that.”” Burlington should
stay in Halton, he said, as there is
‘‘a certain esprit de corps, a
certain pride”’.

Hamilton is a great city with a
great future and will likely grow
to the west and south-west, Kerr
suggested. The proposed regional

government for Hamilton, a
controversial issue right now,

‘“will be acceptable in time,”’ he
felt.

“Somebody ought to get that
burr out of Copps’ (Hamilton
Mayor Vic Copps) saddle then,”
came a voice from the audience.
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Four new directors
join Citizens Forum

Four new directors were
nominated to join the executive
of the Upper Burlington Citizens
B arimn at the T Ou _ 1 Ath

Formed in 1958, the Forum 1S one
of the oldest continuirg ratepayer
organizations in this area.

Kurt Koster, Glen Campbell,
Jack Ryan and Gord Myer were
named to the executive this year.
Returning members from last
year’s executive are G. Bradford
Clements, Mrs. Lois Morris, Mrs.
Verna Parent, Mrs. Anne Rudge,
Mrs. Isobel Portch and Tom
Foster. Clements was president
in 1972.

The directors will meet soon to
name their president, vice-presi-
dent, secretary and treasurer
and map out a program of
meetings for the coming year.

Busy year

President Clements, reviewing
1972, noted several meetings
were held with Bell Canada
spokesmen concerning improved
service in the north part ot

Reconstruction on Steeles Ave. is a major project underway as weather permits. The
widening of the road between Ontario St. and Martin St. is part of Highway 25. Major
changes and installation of traffic signals will take place at the Martin-Steeles and Ontario-
Steeles intersection. The project undertaken by the town in co-operation with the i
Department of Highways is a further mark of progress.

Burlington. The Forum also sub-
mitted a brief on the proposed
plan for the

i1} T
FTMILML L

SEervice LiIie Iesiuciits walls L LIC
mail problem is being held In
abeyance right now, until it is
determined what changes
regional government brings, he
said.

The Forum also held two meet-
the-candidates meetings, one
prior to the October federal
election and one before the
December municipal election.

This year the Forum 1is
extending an invitation to resi-
dents of East Flamborough
Township to join the Forum. East
Flamborough may join Burling-
ton in a regional government.

—The Massey-Ferguson Red
Nites snowmobile team will be
performing in the fair grounds
this weekend, as part of the Snow
Festival festivities.
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If you're in a group pension plan
start using the Government's new
rules to save a bundle onincome tax.

You likely know you don't pay
income tax on the dollars that are put
into your group pension plan. But did
you. know that the Government has
passed new rules that can help you
save an extra bundle of money on
retirement savings”’

Basically, you're now allowed to
put an additional amount into a retire-
ment plan with us. We register it with
the Government and you enter 1t as
another tax deduction, as long as the

total deduction you claim for both
plans doesn’t exceed $2,500 or 209, of |

your earned income,

For example, if you're paying $700
into your present plan, you may be
able to put an extra $1,800 into our
plan. The chart gives you an idea how
much additional money you'll save.

To top it all off, this extra money
you save can make more money. Es-
sentially there are four ways you can do
this. You can have |
stocks. You can have us invest it for a

us invest 1t 1n

guaranteed rate of interest, You can
have us invest it in income producing
bonds and Or
divide your money up using any com-

mortgages. you can
bination of these three alternatives.

The beauty of it is: You can actually
control the combination as your needs
change over the years.

For instance, you could invest in
stocks for several years, for long-term
growth. And then as you get closer to
retirement, you might want to switch

THIS YEAR YOU MAY
ALSO WIN A $2.000
BUNDLE OF LOOT
T0 BOOT. "

' ASK FOR DETAILS AT PARTICIPATING BRANCHES

to a guaranteed interest rate.
And you can get your money oul
without paying a penalty.

When you eventually choose to with-
draw it, you have to pay taxes on it al
that time, of course. But this is what's
most important.,

Youpay tax on your money when you
decide to pay it. This means later, when
vou're likely in a lower tax bracket.

This has led some to call this plan a
tax shelter.

One fellow we know plans to pay

into it for several yvears, watch it grow,
then take it out to replace normal
income while he lazes in Majorca.

But

comes from leaving it in "til you retire.

let's face it, the real beneht

Moreover. we don’t have a lot of
salesmen out making calls, therefore
you don’t have to pay sales commis-
S10NS.

This means. however, that you have
to call us. Don’t put it off.

You can’t deduct any deposits from
vour 1972 income
March Ist, 1973,

If you're short of cash, talk to us

after Thursday,

about a low cost loan. The interest 1S
deductible from your taxable income
so you'll still save a bundle.

Make the rules work for you. Phone

us now!

S 7.500 $ 375 S

25 $29.
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15.000 750 1750 618

En,nm-} _ | .000 1.500 65K
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If you're not In a plan
savings will be considerably more. That,
however, is another nice story we will be
happy to explain

If vou're in a group plan now, but not
|11.ik1-r‘|1:. contributions to it yoursell you
can put up to $2,500 into your plan
with us.

NOW,

Canada Trust B 3

Main at Charles—878-2834
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