By H. Coles
and rain of a recent

Onjurea |

The fog
motorists along 20
Sideroad must have really had a
turn when they passed the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh MacMillan,
just east of the Guelph Line.

Etched against the snow were
15 figures clad in buckskins and
toting long rifles which exploded
in giant puffs of smoke and sent
round musket balls at targets set
up against the hill. On the hill’s
summit stands the partially
constructed log home of the
MacMillans, erected in a style
which the North West Company
made popular in trading posts
across Canada in the days of the
fur trade. Nearby, a 26 foot long
freight canoe was supported on
wooden horses.

It was almost like stepping into
another century when Indians
shuffled along forest paths and
this infant country was peopled
nly by fur traders and a few
itinerant explorers. The
Nassagaweya bush alternately
appearing and disappearing from
view as the fog lifted and
descended, provided just the
right touch of authentic
atmosphere.

" In reality, the movie-like scene
was provided by a team from the
Upper Canada Rifles. Each man
has made his own costume,
depicting how Canadian woods-
men dressed a century and a half
ago. Therifles they fired, some of
them homemade, are repro-
ductions of guns traders used in
the uneasy atmosphere of those
early days.

On this particular Saturday,
despite the rain and fog, the
squad was demonstrating a
reproduction of the North West
trade gun, a rifle which played
the more important, but less
spectacular role in the history of
North America. It followed the
traders to Athabasca and the
Pacific, and accompanied the
Indians in forays against both the
British and Americans. History
records it was a companion to the
mountain men of the 1840’s,
appearing in Upper Canada
(Ontario) in 1780,

visions. but

Familiar weapon

The gun was a familiar weapon
along the Frencli the Ottawa,
Mattawa and Fraser Rivers, wet
highways for pioneers, who
required firearms to shoot game
as well as providing protection
against expansionist United
States interests and marauding
Indians.

Members of the Upper Canada
Rifles, a mixed bag of lawyers,
technicians, bank manager,
salesmen, policeman, dentist,
veterinarian, mechanics and
others from the environs of
Toronto, fondled the gun along
with their own originals and
reproductions of the guns which
won a country, While a CBC
camera crew scanned the sky for
a break in the weather which
would allow them to film, the
ritlemen blazed away at targets.
In their belts were tomahawks,
long knives and dangling powder
horns. Heads wore three
cornered hats, Scottish glen-
garries, furs and a collection of
broad brimmed stetsons common
among the early settlers.

Feathers that could double as

BOB WATTS wears buckskin,

typical of members of the
UCR. Members hunt for deer.

to provide material.
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quill pens, sprouted at jaunty
angles. Corn cob pipes protruded
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| ne upper Lanada nues weit
formed as the result of an antique
gun demonstration at Fort York
in Toronto in 1960. The group of
men asked to stage the show sub-
sequently was asked other places
but it wasn't until 1966 they
formed a club and called it the
Upper Canada Rifles. There are
26 members, most of them with
an interest in the history of the
country. President 1s John
Barnes from Etobicoke, while the
secretary 1s Frederick F. Froud,
a dentist.

They have made films with the
Canadian Broadcastic Corp-
oration, the National Film Board
and segments for the British
Broadcasting Corporation. The)
meet every second month at the
48th Highlanders hall in Toronto
and usually stage a shoot. Only
muzzle loading rifles are allowed.

It is not uncommon for the
sharpshooters to attain a perfect
score from 25 to 50 yards off the
hand and bench rest, and as far
away as 100 yards on a rest, to
use their parlance.

The Upper Canada Rifles do
not charge for appearances but
appreciate being paid expenses
for powder, percussion caps and
flints required to fire their long
guns.

Ideal grounds

The home grounds of Hugh
MacMillan provided for their

HOST HUGH MacMILLAN, right, talks with
members of the Upper Canada Rifles, in the
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were ideal, they
as they raised the club’s

Hugh MacMillan 1s a new
resident of Nassagaweya with an
appreciation of early Canadian
history and the North West
Company in particular. He and
his family moved to the Nassaga-
weya property in August from
Toronto where he holds down the
position of liaison officer of the
Ontario Archives, a natural job
for sommeone with his bent.

Twenty-five Sideroad bends
around his hill, a few yards east
of the Guelph Line, where he IS
building his home. He foraged for
logs 1n counties as far east In
Ontario as Glengarry where
Scots settled in dense bush and
erected log barns and cabins
which still stand today. Broad
axes are used to trim the logs
down to the proper dimensions
before they were fitted into walls.
Concealed between the logs as
well as wooden stuffing are strips
of insulation which give added

protection from inclement
weather

The method Hugh MacMillan is
using to build his house is called
post and fill, where a mortice
joins a post at the corner, unlike
the dovetail joints used in most
log buildings in Ontario. Ends are
morticed and the ends on the logs
cut down to fit in the mortice.
Wooden pegs are used to tie it
together.

COSY

confines
sideroad, Nassagaweya township.

"DO-IT-YOURSELF" GARPEI

Finest of Quality

— SAVES YOU
MONEY!
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This method of building
originated in Brittany, France,
province. The French influence
in the fur trade spread the
method still further to the
building of fur trading posts. It is
still popular in Quebec but
outside of the reconstructed Fort
William Hugh MacMillan figures
it 1s one of the only buildings In
Ontario built in that style.

The MacMillans are now living
in a house trailer while their log
home 1S being constructed.
Downhill from the main home
another log structure 1s being
erected to resemble an early
North West Company trading
post, where Hugh hopes to have a
collection of early Canadian
associated with the fur trade.

Scots’ roll call

it 1s hkely Hugh MacMillan’s
interest 1n the North West
Company was kindled by his
Scottish ancestry. The company,
Canada’s first joint stock
company of English origin,
blended Scots, French and
American traders in a venture
that centred most of their activity
in the Northwest, the region

producing the richest and best
furs.

The roll call of the company
sounded like a Scottish reunior,
studded here and there with
French names. Their part In
developing Canada and the

rivalry with the Hudson Bay

of his future home,

so easy to install

ARMSTRONGS

. . .Rubber backed Shag,

(Special 6 ft. widths)
9 fascinating colors

Reg. $7.95 sq. yd.

SALE

*6.50

Sq. yd.

JULIETTE

CHECKMATE

.. .Rubber backed
English evian multi blends

*'4.95
Accommodating 12 ft. widths. Req. $J6.95 sq. yd. -

. . .Rubber backed
One of the best for any room in the home

Six beautiful colors - 12 ft. widths. Reg. $5.95 sq. yd.

ideal bedroom carpet
8 colours

SALE

Blended tweed nylon

123 Ip_omas St., MILTQN, ONT. 878-2194

SALE

*4.735

GET THOSE ROOM SIZES NOW!!

We have all the mouldings - tapes or adhesives for you to do a professional

job yourself. Everything in stock for immediate delivery. We will also
install at reasonable rates.

BUY NOW—SAVE—FREE DELIVERY

K.W. CLEMENT & SO

FLOOR
CO\(ERINGS
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Buckskinned Upper Canada Ritle

bring frontier to Nassagaweya

Company are ali part and parce!
of rich Canadian history which
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this country s story.

In 1821 the two opposing firms
joined forces, ending a
tumultuous chapter of Canadian
history.

In 1967 descendants of the
original partners in the company
manned replicas of the original
fur trade canoes and retraced a
section of the fur trade route
from Grand Portage, Minnesota,
to Montreal. Among those in the
craft was Hugh MacMillan,
whose ancestor James Mac-
Millan, was a partner in the
original company.

He decided at that time to
register the old name and seal so
he could deal in trade goods and
services from those early days
and help finance the North West
museum in eastern Ontario.

Hugh MacMillan has the happy
faculty of being able to combine
his Ontario Archives job with his
hobby, lecturing on the fur trade
routes in Canada. Herecently ran
for elected office in Nassagaweya
township, just to make sure there
was an election for deputy reeve.

Nassagaweya seems to have a
penchant for collecting unique
places and buildings. The
MacMillan home and trading
post 1s another.

Coffee
house
closed
four days

Faced with a large heating bill
and growing maintenance costs,
the executive of Miiton Youth
Council has decided to close the
Quonsitt Hutt coffee house on
Nipissing Rd. for four days this
week. It is closed Monday Feb. o
to Thursday, Feb. 8 but re-opens
Friday.

Fund raising events scheduled
this month include a five hour
concert by Edward Bear plus
Polecat on Saturday, Feb. 10
starting at 7 p.m., and the Snow

MOFFRAT
30” ELECTRIC RANGES:

e Spill Proof Surface

® Features one "“True

T e i e P i

Simmer
elements, and 2 large elements

The Champion, Milton, Ont., Wed. February 7 1973__

THESE TWO MEMBERS OF THE Upper around the trading post stove. The guns are
Canada rifles could be coureur de bois with replicas of rifles used in the fur trade.
that habitant look and long rifles, huddling

Festival Dance featuring
Breathless on Friday, Feb. 16 at 9
pm. MYC will give anyone
attending the Feb. 16 dance a 25
cent discount if they arrive
wearing a snowman tag—the
symbol of the festival.

Movie night

A proposed free dance slated
for Feb. 10 has been postponed to
a later date, the executive
reports. A movie night is also
being planned for a future date.

To plan more activities for
girls, the executive will hold an
open meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 13
at 7.30 p.m. All girls interested
should attend this meeting.
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Save this

appliances at

of Ontario
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® |ift out surface elements for easy cleaning J8

® Lift off oven door
® Rotisserie

Priced from 3210 99
. \

e Automatic clock with minute timer f H*
\

Y
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also available in Avocado and Harvest -\

MOFFRT

CONVERTIBLE
DISHWASHER

eEasy front loading ® Chopping Block Top
e Push button controls @2 speed washing

action.

e (under counter built-ins available)

elUltraclean

every load is washed and rinsed
automatically at a minimum temperature of
145 degrees. Ensures safe, sanitary cleaning
in water hotter than hands can stand

Priced from $339 98
¥

also available in Avocado and Harvest
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DISPENSING OPTICIANS

® Contact Lenses

HOURS—
AMon Fri
Thurs. 9

¥y am

a.m 9 p.m

Closed Saturday
175 Lakeshore Rd. E.

845-3621
OAKVILLE
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Cooking’s a pleasure with z
|

Bronte

5.30 p.m
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878-2391 ?1

HOURS—
Tuesday, Wednesday

& Thursday.
9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m,

70 MAIN ST. E.

878-5151
MILTON
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REFRIGERATOR
FREEZER X
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14.3 cu. ft. Frost Free é
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e Holds up to 14 Ibs of frozen t00dS
® Freezer shelf for easy stacking of frozen
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e Twin pop-out flexible ice cube Irays
® @ Electric butter conditioner keeps butter at.

the temperature you wani

= e Lift out egg buckel
. ® Adjustable shelves
i} ® Magnetic
o Size

A0oOr seal
04"/
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Height
door 30';

Depth incl }}
Deluxe Viscount

WASHER $278.21

2 speed, 3 cycle

Deluxe Viscount

DRYER..-$190.55
St., Milton




