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Growing number of cases

" Health Unit wages war on VD

By Bob Burtt

In the past three to five years
the spread of venereal disease in
Lanada has reached its Nnighnest
proporiions since the second
world war. Cases of gonorrhea
doubled in the two year period
1969 and 1970 in Ontario.

Venereal diseases are among
the most prevalent
communicable diseases in
Ontario. Of the five types of VD,
the two most common sexually
transmitted diseases are
gonorrhea (sometimes referred
to as “‘a dose” or “‘the clap’ and
syphillis.

Both are very serious diseases.
Untreated, syphillis is potentially
fatal. While gonorrhea is not as
serious, it is of a major concern
because of the number of cases.

New values

Population explosion, mobility,
the industrial revolution which
replaced spiritual growth with
material gain to a certain degree
and caused a change in values as
well as the change in morals and
a generally different approach to
life are attributed as reasons for
the growing number of cases of
VD in Canada.

The availability of birth control
pills increases the possibility of
spreading the infection, ac-
cording to a Halton County
Health Unit official.

The origin and history of
venereal disease isn’t clear.
Some feel it was brought to this
country by explore. s and seamen
but others feel it was here prior to
the explorers and seamen.

As old as man

The disease is a old as man
himselt. Reference to the disease
Is recorded in the earliest history
of man. A number of famous
persons have died from the
disease.

Faced with a dramamtic
Increase in the number of cases
iIn Ontario and Canada, the
Ontario Department of Health
commissioned a task force about
three years ago.

Among other recommenda-
tions the force urged clinics be
set up, properly financed and
staffed to deal with the problem.
Ten such clinics now exist in
Untario.

On the recommendation of the
torce, detected cases of VD are
now reported directly the MOH
rather than the Ministry of
Health, in order to expedite the
identification and treatment
procedures,

The MOH with the support jof .o Gonorrhea.. is . the . most .

the family doctor is responsible
for determining and identifying
contacts, locating and following
up with treatment 1or contacts
and arranging examination and
treatment.

At the beginning of the year
Halton County Health Unit
appointed one of their staff of
health inspectors to work on the
VD program. .

Must report

This individual works basically
on referrals from doctors.
Doctors by law are required to
report all cases to the health unit.
If the doctor has identified and
treated the situation to the
satistaction of the health unit, the
report is accepted and sent to the
department for statistical use.

If the case hasn't been treated
or if contacts have not been
identified and examined, the
inspector requests permission to
speak to the patient.

The MOH and his staff are
bound to preserve the same
confidentiality that exists
doctor and patient. According to

What isV.D.?'

The most dangerous of the
veneral diseases is syphillis. Of
those untreated one third are
subjected to blindness, heart
tailure, paralysis or insanity in
its final stage. If untreated, a
pregnant woman can pass the
disease to her offspring causing

death or deformity.

Symptoms are similar for men
and women. However many
cases show no symptoms for a
period from 10 to 90 days after
infection. Often a small red sore
the size of a dime appears,
usually in the genital area but not
always.

Rashes, sore throat or mouth,
headaches, patchy loss of hair,
slight fever or swollen glands are
symptoms likely to appear three
months after contact. During the
period syphillis is highly
contagious and can be spread
through Kissing in this stage.

These symptoms usually
disappear without medical
attention but then the disease
goes into latent stage which lasts
tor vears and is followed by the
final stages.

Most common

a Health Unit official this is a
prime concern and must be
preserved at all cost. Statistics
are gathered at the provincial
otfice but those figures and not
published.

Important role

Public health nurses play an
important role in breaking the
chain of infection. The nurse
directs her efforts toward
dispelling ignorance and
helping the community arm itself
against the enemy. Nurses
conduct a continuing program of
educating young people in
matters of good health.

The county’s propram is a
three-faced affair. The team
enlightens as many people as
possible about the disease and its
transmission and tries to seek out
reservoirs of infection and
prevent the spreading of the
infection.

The early detection of the
infection is very important as the
early stage is the easiest in which
to treat the problem. Treatment,
while not impossible, becomes

L

widespread sexually transmitted
disease and has doubled in the
two years 1969 and 1970 in
Ontario. Untreated, it can spread
to others and result in female
sterility, arthritis and damage to
new born babies. |

Often women show no
symptoms of the disease even
though they can spread it to
others. When symptoms show up
there 1s a mild burning sensation
during urination and slight
vaginal discharge, often confused
with other conditions.

Men usually experience a
burning sensation during
urination and a discharge from
the end of the penis. Some have
no symptoms.

Can be cured

VD is spread by people who
have 1t by intimate sexual
contact, usually intercourse. VD
may be dangerous if not treated.
However every case can be cured
but the damage cannot be
repaired.

Health authorities urge people
to see a doctor or visit a clinic on
suspicion of exposure. Early
reporting 1s important to ensure

early diagnosis and to stop the

¢hain of infection.

Queries “tired” employee

given absence from job

Is an employee who needs time
off from work because of tired-
ness on sick leave, and is the
employee entitled to pay for the
period he or she is not working”?

Members of Milton District
Hospital Board asked themselves
this question during their regular
meeting last week. Trustee Bruce
MacNab was querying a decision
by administrator Ron Woods who
gave an emplovee time off
because she had a doctor's
certificate saying she was tired
and needed a rest.

“Does this go under sick leave
or unemployment or what?"”
MacNab asked.

Suspicious

Board member Arthur Britton
said he was ‘‘very suspicious”
about some doctors’ certificates.
“Some employees tell their
doctors that they have so much
sick leave accumulated and they
want time off."”

His charges were challenged
by Dr. W. S. Legate, the medical
advisory committee’s
representative on the board. “'I
don’t Like that statement one bit.
You re accusing the doctors,” he
snapped.

legate also added that if an
employer was hesitant about a
doctor’'s diagnosis of sickness,
the doctor should be approached.

“He'll give you a straight
answer.”' The surgeon also added
that tiredness might be an
indicator ot 1llness.
Valid request

Administrator Woods stated he
telt the employee’s request for
tune off was a valid one and said
there had recently been an
incident where an employee who
was 1ll had to be forced to take
sick leave. "*So quite often it's the
other way around,”’ he noted.

Board members felt that
similar requests should be

200 CAUSES

There are 200 known causes of
mental retardation In many
edases the cause 1s still unknown.
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considered on thewr merit, but
that the personnel committee
would study the situation.

more difficult as the infection
progresses.
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e source manv live
many miles away from the first
contact identified, it is difficult
tor a private doctor to break the
chain of infection.

i

Locate contacts
This is where the MOH and the
health unit come into the picture.
When a case is promptly
reported, the MOH, in co-
operation with the physician is

able to locate contacts of the
disease in whatever community
L nav egicde 1 1S Thi
responsibility of the MOH to have
the individuals located,
interviewed and if indicated,
medically examined and treated.
A team including one full time
health inspector, health nurses
and private doctors all join in the
fight against VD. The Ministry of
Health has a variety of literature,
film strips, slides, and films
available through the health unit.

ESQUESING TOWNSHIP now has its own Spiritual Assembly
of the Baha'i faith. An assembly is formed whenever the

Baha't population over 21

IS nine or

more. (Baha’i

(pronounced Bah-high) is a world-wide religion formed in
1863. Members of the Esquesing Assembly are, front row, Mrs.
[sobelle Weaver, Mrs. Mary Lamon, Mrs. Dale Sims and Mrs.
June Warner; second row, Don Weaver, Mrs. Carolyne
Dowdell, Bill Sims, Dave Dowdell and Wayne Miller.
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PREVENT DAMAGE

When painting your house,
cottage or boat this summer
practice eye safety reminds The
Canadian National Institute for
the Blind. A pair of safety goggles
will prevent those tiny bits of
paint from destroying and
causing permanent damage to
the delicate tissues of the eye.

DUE TO HOLIDAYS

Milton Bus Service will

not be operating this

week

resuming service July 26

MILTON BUS LINES

Revised rates

will apply to all
hydro bills issued
on and after

August 1st, 1972

electricity is

the biggest
bargain of all...
even with an

iIncrease,

Expect recreation

The Champion, Milton, Ont., Wednesday, July 19, 1972 RB©

director Sept. 1

Interviews for the position of
recreation director had nearly
Deen compietedad. memben O Lhi
learned Thursday in a report
from the selection committee.

'ive applicants were inter-
viewed from the 15 applications
received and a decision would be
reached when the final inter-
views had been completed. It is
expected the position will be
filled for Sept. 1, allowing a new
director time to plan the fall and
winter program.

(;. Ness met the Committee to

outline the park dedication
planned in the 17 lot Abbeywood

subdivision just south of Ontario
Iree Fruits. Members noted the
area adjoining the stream was
flood plain land and was not large
enough for active games for area
residents. The possibility of
acquiring additional land from
lots that were on the flood plain
was discussed and the matter is
to be further investigated.

Good attendance
Reports on playground and

Feal Bs AT '

swimming  pool

increased attendance was being
registered in day camp and play-

grounds.

The employment service for
students has 22 enrolled, most of
Employment
opportunities are being received
tor older boys in the 16 and up

a younger age.

category.

MANY HANDICAPPED

Mental retardation handicaps
twice as many children as
cerebral palsy, rheumatic heart
disease and blindness all
together.

JPER CENT RETARDED
Three out of every 100 children

born are mentally retarded to
some degree.

i i |

FINEST FLOWERS FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

. Weddings
« Arrangements
. Potted Plants

operation
Indicated large attendances. The

« Cut Flowers

HOW TO BUY A BUG
A Little Bit at 2 Time

LY | 1

AND if you've got $115.75 sales
tax jor down payment you can
have the whole car and pay for it
little by little. $61.16 a month for
48 months.

(THAT works out to a deferred
payment price of $2,337.00 which
includes $115.75 tax, $20.00
license, $%2.00 registration and
$598.27 bank charges at an annual
percentage rate of 11.66 percent.)

THIS includes life insurance, and
comes to a total price of $2,452.75.

ALONG the way you get a little
financial help from the car. Such
ds an average 31 miles to the
f._:]t"i“DI"'l.

OF course, you might be the kind
that says to himself ‘| don’t like
borrowing money.”

IN that case the cash price is
$2,292.00.

. MINUS of course, a top trade-in
allowance for your present car.

P.S. Volkswagen has a 24 month,
24,000 mile warranty!!

ROSELAND

Volkswagen Limited
888 Guelph Line,

(Opposite the Mall),
Buriington, Ontario.

632-0222

We share your feelings about spiralling costs that have been affecting

every commodity and service; which includes lots of things such as
power lines, transformer stations and labor costs. That is why we have

been striving constantly to maintain the highest level of service without
giving much ground to inflationary pressures.

tamily budget.

rates are still
very low

Flectricity in all its applications still remains the biggest bargain in the

MILTON HYDRO RATES

RESIDENTIAL — Bi-Monthly
First 100 K.W. Hrs.
Next 100 K.W. Hrs.
Balance of Basic consumption

RESIDENTIAL
Metered Electric Water Heating
1,000 K.W. Hrs.

Residential — Minimum
Minumum MONTHLY bill

Gcneral Services —

Monthly

Demand Charge

o0 K.W. Hrs.
Next 200 K.W. Hrs.
Next 9,700 K.W. Hrs.
Balance of K.W. Hrs.

First

(reneral Service — Minimum

Up to 50 K.W.
Over 50 K.W.

$1.90 per K.W.
over ) K.W.

Present Revised

J.80¢
1./0c
1.10¢

Jrd Block PREFERRED

U.8a0

5 2.0l

$2.00 per K.W.
over 50 K.W.

4.20c
2.00¢
1.65¢
0.68¢

3.80¢
1.80¢
1.00C
0.60c¢

$3.00 per month
0.25¢ per month per K.W.

I'It-;n}-mrum- that in order to simplify billing procedures. the above rates
are NET RATES. It will, however. be necessary to add 5 per cent for

delaved payments.

MILTON HYDRO

Frank sports talk
...With Bill Stephenson

What's going on behind the scenes in sports? CFRB's
Bill Stephenson makes it easy for you to keep on top of
things in the sports world

It's not likely Bill will ever win many popularity contests in
executive sports circles. He calls too many things exactly as
he sees them. He has little time for sacred cows,

"The sports fan comes first in my book, says Bill. "After all
he's the guy who pays the tab!

You may not always agree with Bill Stephenson, but you know
nis opinions are intelligent, informed and nonest.

What more could any sports fan ask?

and6:40 p.m.

Weekdays: 7:55a.m.; 12:40 p.m




