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Milton's "Mr. Education’ retires
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Edgar Foster, 44 years an educator
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commonly known in Milton,
retirement is just another step up
the ladder of life. He doesn’t plan

to rest on his laurels and sit

around home ‘‘getting fat and
growing grey’'. Although he
won't say just what, he has “‘a
couple of irons in the fire'” and
expects to launch himself into a
new career in the not-too-distant

] was most fortunate that
sports has been a big part of my
life, both in school and out,” he
says. His six foot, two and half
inch frame made him a natural
for basketball and he played for a
junior Ontario Basketball
Association club in Galt for two
years. He also found time to get
involved in softball and played

gave him a supervisor certificate
in physical education and an

he noted. Plus an untold amount
of midnight oil.

and past president North Halton
Music Festival Association.

In church work he has also
been active. He's a former
superintendent of St. Paul’s
United Church Sunday School
and was a Sunday school teacher
tor a number of years. He was an
elder of St. Paul’'s for 25 years
and 1s now an honorary elder.

black and white with no shades of
gray—and a firm but fair
attitude.”

He called him a pioneer in
education in Halton who, with the
other principals of those early
days,  helped lay a firm
foundation for the present county
board.

Tree in his name

him, whether as pupils or
teachers in any of the many
responsible positions he has held
over the years, have come away
enriched by the contact.”” He was
among the retiring teachers, bus
drivers, secretaries and
custodians honored at a board
dinner on June 17.

Silver cup

hatboxes might be an
appropriate gift, as Mr. Foster
seemed to be able to wear that
many different hats to do that
many jobs.

Finest tribute

Probably one of the finest
testimonials to his work came
from Miss M. Gemmell, who was
a teacher for 31 of Mr. Fusters.'iﬁ
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with a hand-made ceramic his 25th anniversary of teaching given much of hunself the

retirement by puttering around
the house and looking forward to
two holiday trips. He and his wife
Kathryn are heading ‘‘north to
Alaska'’ this fall and they hope to
revisit Scotland for a few weeks
next spring. They toured parts of
the land o' the heather last
summer and are looking forward
lo a return visit in 1972.

Born in Mulmur Township,
Dufferin County, Edgar William
Foster had a rather traumatic
beginning in his educational
career. He’'ll never forget his first
day at school, because he wasn’t
there very long. He wasn’t too

keen on the teacher (who was a Into the learning process in his - Wi .
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finished his grade eight there,
attended Shelburne High School,
then decided to become a teacher
and graduated from Toronto
Normal School in 1927.

His first teaching past that fall
took him to S.S. 18 North
Dumfries in Waterloo County, a
little one-room school on the
banks of the Grand River. He
recalls a couple of memorable
things about old S.S. 18. He was
just 18 at the time and one of his

“*Any principal knows a good
sports program 1is essential. It

runs off surplus energy for the
students and helps with discipline

problems,’” he says. Among his
happy memories are the field day
competitions with Acton and
(eorgetown schools.

Music and humor are two other
subjects he feels are most
necessary in school. A past
president of the North Halton
Music Festival, he was one of the
festival’s key supporters for
many years. And there was
always a smile or two sprinkled

into the rumble seat of his old
Ford car for the trip. For over 30
years he made an annual June
pilgrimage to the city to tour the
students through the parliament
buildings plus Casal.oma, Fort
York or other city dttract.mns.

War years
Mention of the war vears

brings more pleasant memories

for the retired educator. Students
sold war stamps and collected all

Kinds of material to help out with

EDGAR W. FOSTER—‘MR. EDUCATION”
Retires after 44 years in teaching career

Librarian resigns
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collections. . . o | 1S [he Champion. “‘I have a lovely

the windows—Iit was right over
the tops of the desks,’” he recalls.
Safer with boats?

The experience of the floods
soon convinced the young teacher
he might be safer in a town where
they bult boats, so he moved in
1929 to Collingwood as vice-
principal of the 16-room Victoria
Public School. He remained there
as teacher of grades seven and
eight and during the course of his
work met another talented
member of the teaching

demonstrated a science project

The wonderful school concerts
and operettas, the music
festivals, inauguration of
Halton’s first home economics
and manual training classes in
Milton, bus trips to Midland, the
purchase of the school’s first
movie projector and the eventual
introduction of radio broadcasts
and television programs into the
classroom are also pages in his
book of memories.

on 235 job

Engineering consultants called
tenders for Milton Council this
week on the widening,
reconstruction and asphalt
paving of the Highway 25
connecting link road at Milton’s
northern entrance.

Work covers the section from
Highway 401 south to Base Line
Rd., a distance of 2,900 lineal feet.

home in the country but am never
home to enjoy it."”

Mrs. Johnson plans leaving her
Job as soon as a replacement is
named.

She i1s a resident of the Acton
area,
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and Kathryn played her violin for
the visiting teachers.

In 1933 Milton Public School
was looking for a principal and he

1947

And
student
resulting expansion headaches it

the terrific growth of
population and the

due on Monday, Aug. 9. Duncan
Hopper anti_ Assoclates, Weston,
are consulting engineers on the
job.

4-Door Sedan

a past president of North Halton
principals’ Association and past
president of Halton Men
Teachers’ Association. Since the
county board was formed he
served as a member of the
editorial board for the board’s
newsletter Halton Education
News and was also a member of
the council on special education
and the paraprofessional
committee.

As an appointee of the Ontario
Teachers’ Federation he has
served as a director of the
Ontario Educational Research
Council for 10 years.

civic-minded citizen, a world
traveller, and still a a ‘farm boy’
at heart.”
Served faithfully
He praised Mr. Foster's
“perseverance, hard work, and
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ashtray as a token of their
esteemn. The student council and
staff gave him a two-suiter
pullman case and matching
weekend bag. Earlier in June
Oakwood School had an arbor

in Milton. The cup still retains a
place of honor in the Fosters’
home at 254 Woodward St.

In June of 1969, when he left the
Milton school system, the board
and teachers honored him with a

MEMO

hearts and minds of hundreds of

pupils. Their lives have been
enhanced by his guidance and the
teachers have been enriched by
his leadership, she told that
gathering.

accepted the job. When he brought the staff and board in the o P
arrived that summer he brought 1950's and 1960's were another s on PARAD
his new bride Kathryn with himi  challenge. ® # ' Ef:
to settle in Milton and take over SRTPURT h I d pressoin By
“Loved kiddies Olill ﬂys demons
. aemonstr;

at the helm of the eight-room, 260
student school.

He continued as principal until

But his association with the
children are his happiest
memeories. “I certainly loved

Fimployees of Ontario Steel will
observe two weeks' holidays. The

1904 when he was _Hamed the Kiddies,” he admits, During plant will be shut down from July
supervising principal of Milton his career, over 1,000 students 17 to Aug. 2. Stan Edgar, OSP
Public Schools. The New J. M. came under his tutelage and spokesman said layoff is still
Denyes school opened in 1955 and thousands more came into pending. I couldn’t make any

the W. I. Dick school opened to
serve north end students in 1958.
System grows

In 1959 he took on the added
responsibilities of secretary and
business administrator for the
Milton Public School Board, a
post he held for the next 10 years.
Among his tasks was the laying of
the groundwork for the town's
first senior public school on
Martin St. which was opened in

contact with him during his years
as principal

It he had to start life all over,
would Edgar Foster be a teacher
and principal again? His answer
came quickly: ‘“There is no doubt
there, I loved the teaching.”

Asked to single out those who
gave him the most help and
support, he centred his
appreciation on his wife and his

lnrm commitment at this time.
TI'he number of men laid off will
depend on orders from our
customers,’’ he said.
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