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THE CENTURY OLD BUILDING at the corner of Main and Charles
Sts i slated for destruction and workmen were scheduled to begin
tearing down the stone walls today (Wednesday). Employees of
Wolfond Construction, Guelph have been stripping the building of all
useable materials before knocking in the main structure. The building
has recently been used as a bakery and music store—before that it was
a funeral chapel and furniture store.—(Staff Photo)

Stone in big demand
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By Roy Downs

Differences the
English-speaking and French-
speaking regions of Canada are
becoming a little easier to un-
derstand for a pair of 15-year-old
girls currently enjoying a
French-English student ex-
change program.

hetween

For two weeks in the early part
of July Donna-Jane Byers of
Walker'’s Line, North Burlington,
holidayed at Les Escoumins,
Quebec at the home of Marise
Marcelin and her family. Then
for two weeks Marise came to
Ontario to spend a holiday with
Donna-Jane and her family. The
exchange visit was one of 500
such visits organized this year by
the Canadian Council of

Christians and Jews
30 from Buriington

Donna-Jane (better known as
DJ) is The Champion’s high
school news and youth page
correspondent from M. M.
Robinson High School in
Burlington. She was one of two
Robinson students in a group of 30
Burlington teenagers taking part
in this year’s 5th annual CCCJ
exchange program.

The 1,500 students from all
across Canada travelled by train
to Quebec July 2, then went by
bus to their adoptive homes
around the outer reaches of the
province. DJ discovered her
exchange partner Marise, also 15
years of age, lives in a small
lumbering town called Les

% An experience in bilingualism
r Ontario, Quebec student

Escoumins on the St. Lawrence
River about 200 miles north-east
of Quebec City. She describes the
town as ‘‘gorgeous—beautiful”
and found the people quite
friendly there, especially when
she attempted to speak her high
school French to them.

Because the visit was designed
to encourage bilingualism and
help develop understanding and
goodwill between English-
speaking and French-speaking
students, DJ spoke as much -
French as she could while in the
Quebec town. ‘It was amazing
aow much French I learned in the
first few days,’’ she reported.

Family fun

Marise’'s family, Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Chamberland and four
other children, made her right at
home and treated her as one of
the family for the two week
preiod she stayed at their home.
They went on walks together,
visited the family’s chalet at
Forestville, went swimming and
frequently got together for
scheduled events with other
exchange students and their
hosts from the Les Escoumins
area. One such trip was a one day
visit to Trois Pistoles by ferry.

“T never got homesick,
although I did long to hear an
English voice during the first
couple of days,” reports Donna-
Jane.

On July 15 the visitors and their
hosts boarded the train at Quebec
City to take the Quebec students
to the homes of their visitors for a
two week holiday. The bus and
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Burlington. A campfire was
evening of this week and tonighnt

(Wednesday) all the Burlington

hosts and their visitors are (o
attend a civic reception and

dinner at Burlington’s town hall.

Marise heads home by train

Thursday morning.

Asked what she liked best
about Ontario, Marise said it was
very beautiful and there seemed
to be more places to see and more

things to do than in her home
town. She enjoyed her tour of
Toronto and a visit to the Ontario
Science Centre most, she said—
then changed her mind and said
Niagara Falls was the highlight
of the trip.

It was the first time she has
ever been further west than
Quebec City, and her first visit
outside her province. She
claimed she was not homesick
because she was having such a
good time. Would she like to live
in Ontario? ‘‘Ah, oui, j'aime
beaucoup,’’ came her reply.

Both girls plan to correspond—
Marise in English, DJ in
French—when the exchange trip
ends. Marise is going into her
third year. of secondary school
and hopes to become a secretary
when she graduates. Donna-Jane
is entering Grade 11 and 1is
looking forward to a career as a
journalist.

It's been a fun-filled month for
both girls. Asked to describe her
visit to Quebec in an interim
report to the program sponsors,
DJ sent a brief, four-word report

Oon

IIES{1Aa Y

DONNA-JANE BYERS, left, and her Quebec friend Marise Marcelin
chat on a huge stone in the front yard of the Byers’ Walker's Line,
North Burlington farm. DJ spent two weeks with Marise as Les
Escoumins in Saguenay, P.Q. and Marise is now returning the visit as
part of a French-English student exchange program.—(Staff Photo)
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that time there would be an
adjustment in the representation.

The Warden said, ‘‘Now 1s not
the time to try to shove
something down their (the
northern communities’) throat.”
He said he could think of no in-
stance where the southern towns
suffered from lack  of
representation and said the
people in Burlington could not
give him one.

lf Burlington is to get the voting
power changed before regional
government comes, they will
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