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Religious education in schools

MacKay Report: recommendations

Many briefs both locally and across the province have been
submitted to Boards of Education concerning the MacKay Report
which deals with Religious Education in Public Schools in Ontario.

The 120-page report, written by J. Keiller MacKay and his
committee of six people make 12 basic recommendations. The

Ministers displeased

tollowing is an outline of what is contained in the recommendations:

The report urges the present course of study be abandoned in
the elementary schools and its aims as set out in related legislation,
programs of studies, regulations and guidebooks be abandoned.

It urges clementary schools to conduct opening exercises
consisting of the National Anthem and a prayer, either of universal
concern or the Lord’s prayer, to be held in the home rooms each
morning. The report suggested the same set of exercises be
conducted in the Secondary schools but only before student

with education report

The Milton and District
Ministerial Association has
released their findings on the
recently released report of the
Committee on Religious
Education in the Public Schools
of Ontario, and they: have
expressed their displeasure with
the report.

Their findings were contained
in a brief to the Ad Hoc
Committee on Religious

Education established by the

Halton County Board of
Education.
The ministers took strong

exception to the fact that no
one on the committee looking
into religious education in the
schools had any first hand
experience in classrooms and
they wondered aloud in the
report whether it was done by
the committee ‘*‘or by the
officials from the department of
education.”

Only two members of the
committee were from outside
Toronto and the ministers said
this was wrong since tiie study
was to include all of Ontario.
They also objected to the report
because the consultants referred

to the “Christian Bible” when,
in the ministers’ words, “‘Is there
not only One Bible with modern
translations which would be
acceptable to all citizens?”

Even the report’s bibliography
took a verbal swipe from the
Milton ministers when they
complained it contained 23
American sources while only 40
Canadian sources were quoted.
The whole tone of the report,
said the ministers, reflected 19th
century thinking rather than
present day thinking. They went
on to claim the committee did
not call in many experts in the
fields of modern theology and
education.

Suggesting better means for
teaching religious knowledge in
the schools, the ministers said
the board should hire a qualified
religiovs educational consultant
to help develop a program to be
taught by the teacher and to use
the clergy for help with special
assemblies.

Concluding their report, the
Milton ministers reminded the
board they were faced with just
two choices, ‘‘Religious
education taught or no religion.”

Course is of value

Knox bl;

The Session of nox
Presbyterian Church in Milton
does agree “‘A character building
program should be fostered
through the educational
program. We feel that moral
values and principles are of
utmost importance and that
understanding, acceptance and
practice of these results in a
proper code of ethics and social
attitudes.”

The session felt a course on
religions could be of value but
wondered if this is not covered
adequately in the normal courses
of language and history.

The report said, “*However, we
teel that making the teaching of
Christianity an option is not
intellectually honest in that it

creates the impression such
knowledge is not mportant.
Christianity has made and 1s

making a contribution to

ief claims

Milton District High School.”

The Session concluded its
report with a lList of their main
concerns and these are listed as
follows:

“If Christianity is not to be
taught and all indoctrination of
it to be avoided, then no other
form of religion or belief or
agnosticism or atheism, nor their
advantages or disadvantages
must be taught or implied in any
way, in the school system.

“That a rigid standard of
selecting candidates for the
teaching protfession be
established. One of the main

qualifications must be that these
candidates understand and
practise proper moral values and
preferably come from a home
where they are practised.

*“That proper moral values be
obtained from the Old and New
Testaments of the Holy Bible,

assemblies and not in the home room on the daily basis.
The report suggests a program with its focus on character
building, ethics, social attitudes, moral values and principles be

encompassed in the

Kindergarten.

public

schools from grade

13 down to

Baha'is endorce Mackay report
in brief to education board

“Upon us rests a particular
responsibility to educate ow
children to be good citizens, not
only of Canada, but of the
world . . .to prepare them to
enter a global society ™.

These remarks form part of a
brief recently submitted on
behalf of the Baha'is of Halton
County to the Ad Hoc
Committee on Religious
Education of the Halton County

Board of Education. The
Committee has requested
submissions from the residents

of the County on the Mackay
Report and its application to
this area in particular.

The Baha’i Community
endorses the view expressed in
the Mackay Report that since
religious faith is a vital part of
lite, and since all the world’s
religions have contributed
greatly to history, art, literature
and music, a form of religious
education, rather than
indoctrination, should be
provided in the schools. The
Bahai'is further suggest that
opening exercises should include

daily readings from the
recognized scriptures of the
world and that a course in

comparative religion should be
incorporated in  the history
course in Grade |11 in the Five
year program.

They fully support the moral
development program suggested
in the report as well as the
recommendation that religious
education in the public schools

setting up of a formal syllabus.

The Mackay Report, Baha’is
feel, mirrors an awareness of the
need to educate our children to
take their place in modern
society as informed,
unprejudiced and understanding
individuals.

“Moral reasoning’’
but on what basis?

In her brief Mrs. James Reese,
R. R. 6 Milton suggested ‘if the
program was instituted, some
people would be forced to look
to private schools where moral
reasoning is taught from the
solid foundation of stated moral
absolutes.

Mrs. Reese objected to the

implementation of the
recommendations for moral
reasoning.

While she commends the

committee for their progressive
views 1n setting up a proposed
program that would integrate
morality and education she
oftered the following criticisms!

“The report recommends that
a comprehensive program of
iInstruction in moral reasoning be
implemented with the only
“absolute” being social justice.

“l maintain that social justice
cannot be defined adequately to
act as a tfoundation to the art of
moral reasoning because, more
often than not, social justice is
only an excuse for self-interest.

“Theretfore, in my view, there
1s no actual absolute moral value
(or values) stated in the report.

“Since there are no absolute

It recommends that the acquisition of information about and
respect for all religions be recognized as an essential objective of the
educational system from kindergarten to grade 13. “This should be
achieved by a program of incidental teaching and study, not through
a formal syllabus.™

It also urges a formal course of study dealing with the principal
religions of the world be offered as options in grade 11 and 12 and
instructed through the history department.

The report urges the hiring of a program consultant for each
regional Board of Education office and a program co-ordinator for
the Department of Education to be responsible for the
implementation and direction of the new program in religious

education. The special interest of the general public in the area of

this curriculum should be given continuous representation through
an advisory council of education.

The report notes opportunities for communication between
the teaching body generally and those engaged in educational
research should be established and improved where they already
exist.

Also advised in the report are workshops, summer courses and
other in-service activities that would provide professional
development for the present teaching body. The need in this regard
will be greatest during the early years of the recommended program
in religious information and moral development.

The committee asked that religion courses count as history
courses under the English and History specialty and be recognized as
a credit when seeking college entrance.

J.R. Currie, o°.

theretore

report,  we have no OPTOMETR'ST
guidelines for our proposed

program ol moral development.

Such reasoning, based on no

tixed values, cannot be BURLINGTON

considered moral reasoning.

“It is my conviction that such
reasoning, without a proper
basis, is, in fact, the forerunner
of anarchy.”
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Mid-Winter Clearance
of the world’s best looking

best performing SNOWMOBILE

FANTASTIC SAVINGS

ACT NOW
MURT ALLISON

SALES AND SERVICE

No. 7 Hwy. West of Georgetown - 877-5259
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FORD BETTER IDEAS-
FOR STYLE-GOMFORT
PERFORMANGE

Canada, in that many Canadian
mnstitutions, moral codes and
laws come from Christianity. A
knowledge of God and his
teachings is of greater
importance than a knowledge of
Ancient History, Latin, grammar
and Mythology, to mention a
lew subjects being taught in

and more particularly from the
Ten Commandments, the 23rd

Psalm. and the Sermon on the
Mount.

“That a knowledge of God
and His teachings be a subject in
both Elementary and High
Schools.”

Don’t accept MacKay report
say Pentecostal Assemblies

A committee of Pentecostal
Assemblies in Halton County
sys the MacKay report should
not be adopted and insists the
present system should not be
abolished.

“II anyone were asked if there
had ever been a plot to make the
pcople of Ontario the most
spiritually  impoverished and

i consequently the dullest, most

E.
LS

R dnswer,

d Protestant

the
& !nstruction for the young is hard

culturally deprived, colorless.
jovless and unprovocative people
on earth, one could surely
“Yes, the MacKay
Report.”

“The old course, the out-dated
ethic, was at least
based on the Bible, a book
Which is probably still the most
widely translated and distributed
Ol any in the world. If there was
discrimination under the old
course then the adoption of the
ew will bring it to an acute
stage. How it will ever find its
way into the Hall of Fame or
endure as a lasting monument to
progress of religious

(0 Imagine.

“The report i1s ambiguous. It

states that i1ndoctrination
received at home 1s to be
respected through the public

school career of the child. Yet
what it proposed in the interest
of the public good amounts to a
heartless and immoral attack
upon the Christian conscience.
Whether this is a misconception
on the part of the committee or

a deliberate camouflage, one
cannot know."

The committee ot the
Pentecostal Assemblies was

scheduled to present their briel
to the religion committee of the
Halton Board of Education last
night (Tuesday).
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be carried out without the moral values suggested in the
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MONDAY - TUEDAY
FEB. 23 - 24

10AM. TO 6 P.M,

TWO DAYS ONLY
A GIFT TO YOU FROM

SELRITE 5o

MILTON, ONT.

Ford Pickups are built for solid work, and a comfortable carlike ride. Their strong, functional design makes
work easier, and ensures a longer truck life. There are four basic models to choose from: Custom, Sport
Custom, Ranger and Ranger XLT, each available as Contractor, Heavy Duty, Farm and Ranch and Camper
"Specials’”’, all engineered and equipped for their individual jobs. Ford Pickups come in three series, F-100. % (
F-250, and F-350, with a maximum GVW rating of 10,000 pounds. A variety of chassis and body types
combine with five performace-proven engines (economical sixes or high-performance V8's) and a full range of

Ford Better Idea options.
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« IS5 a Ford exclusive. Two front axles, each cushioned
roll over the bumps independently. Each front axle is a
by a rugged l-Beam radius rod to control alignment. This

Dits and bumps of rough roads, and provides smooth

W IUIN automatically adjusts spring stiffness for varying
oty, Flex-O-Matic provides a long, supple spring to
mpensating shackle pivots into action to shorten the
 standard on F-250, optional on F-100.

SEE THE FRIENDLY MAN AT TRAFALGAR.

MOTORS

409 Main St. East

CO. LTD.

Phone 878-2369

F-100 Custom

EXPLORER

PICKUP
PACKAGE

SPECIAL
OFFER

(Package Content)
Bright Western Mirror
6 x 10 swing lock °
Bright body side moulding *
Wheel covers * Glove
Box Ornament * Special
Paint * Special interior
trim * Bright bumper
guards-front * Bright
box rails * Door edge
guards ~ Bright
windshield moulding
" Bright drip rail *
Normal Price ..........288.30
Discount..................69.80
SPECIAL VALVE ..218.50




